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PREFACE. 


Doring the last seven years the public mind 
has been constantly agitated, more or less, 
through all parts of our country, with the cry 
of Mormonism, Mormonism, Delusion, Im- 
posture, Fanaticism, &c.; chiefly ‘through 
the instrumentality of the press. Many of the © 
Newspapers of the day have been constantly 
teeming with misrepresentations, and lying slan- 
ders, of the foulest kind, in order to destroy 
the influence and character of an innocent 
Society, in its very infancy ; ‘a Society of whose 
real principles’ many of them know nothing at 
all. Every species of* wickedness has been 
resorted to, and all manner of evil h&s been © 
spoken against them, falsely: insomuch that 
in many places, houses and ears are closed 
against them, without the possibility of being 
heard for a moment, saying, we do not wish to 
hear you, we know enough of your principles 
already ; the NeWspapers, or our good Preach- 
ers, have told us all about you. Were this the 
only evil, we might have less cause of com- 
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plaint; but in consequence of this, we have 
been assaulted by mobs, some of our houses 
have been torn down or burned, our goods de- 
stroyed, and fields of grain laid waste. Yea, 


more, some of us have been Stoned, Whipped, — 


and Shot; our blood has been caused to flow, 


and still smokes to heaven, because of our 


_ Religious principles; in this our native Land, 


the land of boasted Liberty and equal Laws, — 


while we have sought in vain for redress, while 
officers of State have been deaf to the voice of 
innocence, imploring at their feet for justice, 


and protection. in the enjoyment of their rights 


as American Citizens. And no doubt many of 


the instruments of these diabolical proceedings — 


verily think they are daing’ God service, being 
inspiredaby the influence of. the press and pul- 
pit, or what is still worse, by the personal ex 
amples of some of the Clergy, who actually 


marched, with Rifle in hand, at the head of par- 


ties of the Mob, and afterward published an 
excuse in order to justify the Mob in such 
awful wickedness; (among other clergyman 
who were personally engaged in such conduct, 
I would identifiy the Rev. Isaac McCoy, a 
noted Missionary to*the Indians. ) 
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Under: these circumstances, what could be 
done ? how were we to correct the public mind? 
We were few in number, and our means of giving 
information very limited; the columns of most 
of the papers were closed against us, their pros- 
perity being at stake the moment our principles | 
were admitted; it is true we published a 
monthly paper, in which our principles were 
clearly set forth ; but its circulation was limited 
to.a few thousands. Under’these circumstances, 
had we the tongue of Angels, and the zeal of 
_ Apostles, with our hearts expanded wide as — 
eternity, with the intelligence of heaven, and 
the love of God burning in our bosoms; and 
commissioned to bear as joyful tidings as ever 
was borne by Michael the Archangel from the 
regions of Glory; yet it would have been as_ 
impossible for“us to have communicated the 
same to the public, as it was for Paul when 
he stood in the midst of Ephesus, to declare the 
_ glad tidings of a crucified and risen Redeemer; 
when his voice was lost amid the universal cry, 
of great is Diana of the Ephesians. Go lift your - 
voice to the tumuluous waves of the Ocean, ortry _ 

to reason amid the roar of cannon while the tu. © 
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mult of war is gothering thick around, or speak 
to the howling tempest while it pours a deluge 
over the plains; let your voice be heard amid © 
the roar of chariots, rushing suddenly over the ~ 
pavements ;. or, what is still less useful, converse 
with a man who is lost in slumbers, or reason 
with a drunkard while he reels to and fro under 
the influence of the intoxicating poison, and 
_ these will convince you of the impossibility of 
communicating truth to that soul who is willing 
to make up his judgment upon popular rumor ; 
or to be wafted gently down the current of . 
public opinion, without stopping for a moment — 
to listen, to weigh, and hear both sides of the 
question, and judge for himself. One of the 
greatest cbstacles in the way of the spread of 
truth, in every age, is the tide of public 
opinion. Let one ray of light burst upon the 
world in any age and it is sure to come incon. _ 
tact with the traditions and long established — 
usages of men, and their opmions; or with 
some religious craft, so that like the Ephesians 
_ they counsel together, what shall be done; their 
great goddess will be spoken against, her 
magnificence despised, her temple deserted ; or 
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PREFACE. 


what is still worse, our craft is in danger, for 
by this we have our wealth. Call to mind thé 
apostles in contact with the Jewish Rabbies, or 
with Gentile superstitions; in short at war with 
every religious establishment-on the earth. Wit- 
ness the popular clamor; if we let them thus | 
‘alone, all men will believe on them, and the 
Romans will come and take away our place 
and nation; these men that turn the world > 
_ upside-down have come hither also; what new 
doctrine is this, for thou bringest certain strange 
things to our ears; these men do exceedingly 
trouble our City, and teach customs which are 
not lawful *for us to receive, being Romans; 
what will this babbler say, he seems to be a 
setter forth of strange and 
such like saying8. 

Or, let us for a moment chiang the 
events of later- date: for instance, the Mother 
Church against the reformers of various ages}; 
see them belied, slandered, degraded, whipped, 
stoned, imprisoned, burned, and destroyed, in 
various ways; while the ignorant multitude 
were made to believe, they were the very worst 
of men. Again, think for a moment of the 
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struggles of Columbus; an obscure individual, — 
of limited education, but blessed with a large- 
ness of heart, a noble genius, a mind which 
disdained to confine itself to the old beaten track. 
Accustomed to think for itself, it burst the chains 
which, in ages past, had held in bondage the na- 
tions of the earth. It soared aloft, as it were 
on eagles wings; it outstripped and left far be- 
hind the boasted genius of Greece and Rome ; 
it penetrated the dark mysteries which lay con- 


-cealed. amid the western waters. Behold him 


struggling for eight years against the learned 
ignorance of the courts and councils of Europe ; 
while the sneer of contempt, the finger of scorn, 
and the hiss of derision, were the solid argu- 
ments opposed to his theory. But what was the 
result when, afier many a fruitless struggle, an 
expedition was fitted out, consisting of , three 


‘small vessels ; a new world presents itself 16 the 


wondering nations of the East, destined, at no 
distant period, to become the theatre of the 
most glorious and astonishing events, of the 
last days; this fact was no sooner demonstrated, 


. than their philosophical, geographical and reli- 


gious objections vanished in a moment ; haughty 
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ignorance and bigotry, were for once con- | 
strained to cast their honours in the dust; and 
bow their reverend heads at the feet of real 
worth ; and learn in humble silence, that, one 
fact clearly demonstrated, is worth ten thou- 
sand theories and opinions of men. — 
Having said so much to impress upon the hu-_— 
man mind the necessity of hearing, and then 
judging. I would only add, that the object of 
this publication is to give the public correct infor- 
mation concerning a religious system, which has 
penetrated every state from Maine to Missouri, as 
well as the Canadas, in the short space of seven 
years; organizing churches and conferences 2 
every region, and gathering in its progress from 

- fifty to an hundred thousand disciples; having, 

at the same time, to sustain the shock of an over- 

i whelming religious influence, opposed to it by 

4 the combined powers of every sect in America. 

7 What but the arm of Omnipotence could have 
moved it forward amid the rage of mobs? Hav- 
ing to contend with the prejudice of the ignorant 

and the pen of the learned; at war with every 
creed and craft in Christendom; while the com- 
bined powers of earth and hell were hurling a 
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storm of persecution, unparalleled i in the ted 


of our country. 
This work is also intended as a warning voice, 


or proclamation of truth, to all people into whose 


hands it may fall, that they may understand and 
be prepared for the great day of the Lord. 
Opinion and guess work in the things of God, 
are worse than useless ; facts well demonstrated, 


can alone be of service to mankind ; and.as the 
-Holy Ghost can alone guide us into all truth, I 
pray God the Eternal Father, in the name of Je- 
sus Christ his Son, that the spirit of truth may in- 
spire my heart ininditing thismatter ; thatI may be 


able to write the truth in demonstration ofthe Spir- 
it und of power ; that it may be the word of God, 
the everlasting Gospel, the power of God unto sal- 
vation, to the Gentile first, and also to the Jew. 
Bringing to remembrance things past, and 


_ showing things-to come, according to the spirit 
of Prophesy, and Revelation ; that my garments — 


may be clear of the blood of all men in the great 
and coming day, when all people must stand be- 
fore the judgment-seat of Christ, to receive a re- 


ward according as their work shall be. 
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A VOICE OF WARNING 
AND | 
INSTRUCTION TO ALL PEOPLE. 
‘CHAPTER I. 
ON PROPHESY ALREADY FULFILLED. 


For we have not followed cunningly devised 


| fables, when we made known unto you the power 


and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye witnesses of his mujesty. , 
For he received from God the Father, honour 
and glory whea there came such a voice from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. And this voice 
which came from Heaven, we heard when we . 
were with him in the holy mount. : 
We have also, a more sure word of prophesy, 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto 
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day Star arise in your hearts. 
‘Knowing this first, that no prophesy of Serip- 
ture is of any Private Interpretation; ior the 
prophesy came not in old time by the will of 
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man, but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved upon by the Holy Ghost.—Peter. 
Positive Demonstration which none can gain- 
say nor resist, is the design of the author 
throughout this work. 
No believer in the Holy. Scriptures, who reads 
it with attention, shall close this volume without 


_ truths contained therein. 
In order to prove any thing from Scripture, 
it is highly necessary in the first place to lay 
down some certain, definite, infallible rule of in- 


uncertainty and doubt, ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the,truth. 

- The neglect of such a rule, has thrown man- 
kind into the utmost confusion and uncertainty, 


mankind are left at liberty to transform, spiritu- 
alize, or give any uncerfain or private interpre- 
tation to the word of God ; all is uncertainty. 
Whatsoever was written aforetime, was writ- 
ten for our profit and learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have 


being fuHy convinced of the great and pepertent 


terpretation, without which, the mind is lost in 


in all their biblical researches. Indeed while 


hope. Now suppose a friend from a distance 
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should write usa letter, making certain promises 


to us on certain conditions, which if we obtained, - 
would be greatly to our profit and advantage ; 
of course it might be said the letter was written 
for our profit and learning, that through pa- 
tience and comfort of: the letter, we might have 


hope to obtain the things promised ; now if we 


clearly understood the letter, and knew what to | 
expect, then it would afford us comfort and hope ; 


_ whereas if there was any doubt or uncertainty 


on our minds in the understanding of the same, 
then could we derive no certain comfort or hope 
from the things written ; not knowing. what to 
hope for ; consequently the letter would not. pro. 
fit us at all. And so it is with the Scriptures. 
No prophesy or promise will profit the reader, 

or produce patience, comfort, or hope in his 
mind, until clearly understood, that he may know _ 
precisely what to hope for, Nowthe predic. 

tions of the Prophets can be clearly understood, 


as much so as the almanac, when it foretells an 


eclipse ; or else the Bible ofall books i is of most 
doubtful usefulness. Far better would it have 
been for mankind, if the great Author of our ex- 
istence should have revealed nothing to his fallen 
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creatures, than to have revealed ‘a book which 
would leave them in doubt and uncertainty, to 
contend with one another, from age to age, re- 
specting the meaning ofits contents. That such 
Uncertainty and contention has existed for ages, 
none will deny. The wise and learned have 
differed, and do still widely differ, from each 
other, in the understanding of prophesy. Whence 
then this difference ? either Revelation itself is 
deficient, or else the fault is in mankind. But - 
to say Revelation is deficient, would be to charge 
God foolishly ; God forbid, the fault must be in 
man. There are two great causes for this 
blindness, which I will now show. 
First, mankind have supposed that direct in- 
spiration by the Holy Ghost was not intended 
for all ages of the Church, but confined to 
primitive times; the Canon of Scripture being 


fall; and all things necessary being revealed : 


the Spirit which guides into all truth was no 
longer for the people: therefore they sought to 
understand, by their own wisdom, and by their 
own learning, what could never be clearly un- 
derstood, except by the Spirit of truth : for the 
things of God knoweth no man, except id the 
Spirit of God. 
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Secondly, having lost the Spirit of Jaspira- 
tion, they began to institute their own opinions, 
traditions, and commandments: giving construc- 
tions, and private interpretations, to the written 
word, instead of believing the things written. 
And the moment they departed from its literal 
meaning, one man’s opinion, or interpretation, 
was just_as good as anothers; all were clothed 
with equal authority, and from thence arose all 
the darkness and misunderstanding on these 
points; which has agitated the world for the 
last seventeen hundred years. 

O ye inhabitants of New York, ye sonal of 
the United States; and finally I appeal to all of 
every nation, tongue, and people; you have 
many commodities for sale, which attract the 
attention, and are very desirable; but there is — 
one thing, for which you would give more than — 
for any other which has been presented to you. 
A something which, if once obtained, would 
greatly assist you in obtaining all other things 
worth possessing, whether it were power, 
wealth, riches, honours, thrones, or dominions. 
_ Comparatively few have ever possessed it, al- 

though it was within the reach of many others, 
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but they were either not aware of it, or did not 
‘know its value. It has worked wonders, for the 
few who have possessed it. Some it enabled 
to escape from drowning, while every soul who 
did not possess it was lost in the mighty deep. 
- Others, it saved from famine, while thousands — 
perished all around them; by it, men have often ~ 
been raised to dignity in the State; yea, more, 
some have been raised to the throne of Empires. 
The possession of it has sometimes raised men 
from a dungeon to a palace. And there are 
_instances in which those that possessed it, were 
_ delivered from the flames, while cities were con- 
sumed, and every soul, themselves excepted, - 
perished. Frequently when a famine, or the 
sword, has destroyed a city or nation, they 
alone who possessed it escaped unhurt. By 
this time, the reader inquires, what can that 
thing be? inform me, and I will purchase it, even 
at the sacrifice of all I possess on earth. Well, 
kind reader, this treasure is foreknowledge! 
a knowledge of things future! Let a book be 
published in this city, entitled a knowledge of the 
future, and let the inhabitants be really con- 
vinced that it did give a certain, definite 
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knowledge of future events; so that its pages, 
unfolded the future history of the nations, and 
of many great events, as the history of Greece . 
or Rome does unfold the past, and a large 
edition would immediately sell at, a great sum per 
copy: indeed, they would be above all price. 
Now, kind reader, the books of the Prophets 
and the spirit of prophesy were intended for 
this very purpose. Well did the apostle say, 
covet earnestly the best gifts; but rather that 
ye prophesy. Having said so much, we will 
now enter into the wide expanded field which 
lies before us, and search out the treasures of: 
wisdom and knowledge, which have been shining 
for ages, like a light, in a dark place. We 
will explore regions unknown to'many ; we will 
gaze upon the opening glories which present 
themselves on every side: and feast our Souls 
with knowledge which is calculated in its nature 
to enlarge the heart, to exalt, the mind, and to 
‘raise the affections above the little, mean, 
grovelling things of the world, and to make 
one wise Unto salvation. 

But, first for the definite rule of idiverpretai 
tion. For this we will not depend on any man 
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or commentuary : for the Holy Ghost has given 
it by the mouth of Peter. “ Knowing this first, 
that no prophesy of Scripture is of any private 
; interpretation.” —2 Pet. i, 20. 
There is one grand division to be kept in 
‘view constantly, in the study of Prophesy ; 
namely, the distinction between the past and the 
future; the reader should be careful to ascertain 
what portion has been fulfilled, and what re- 
_ mains to be fulfilled; always remembering, 
Peter’s rule of interpretation will apply to both. 
Now if we should find in our researches that 
every prophesy, which has been. fulfilled to 
this present year has been literally fulfilled, then 
it follows of necessity, that every prophesy 
which is yet future, will not fail of ‘a literal ful- 
filment. Let us commence with the days of 
Noah.—Gen. vi. 17. “ And behold, I, even I, do 
bring a flood of waters upon the Earth, to de- 
stroy all flesh wherein is the breath of life, 
from under Heaven, and every thing that is on 
the Earth shall die.” 

In the verses which follow the above, the 
Lord commands Noah: to enter the Ark, and 
take with him some of every sort, and food of 
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every kind. And in the 22d verse it is written, 
Thus did Noah, according to all that God com- 
manded him, so did he.” It was well for-Noah 
that he was not well versed in the spiritualizing 
systems of modern divinity; for under its 
benighted influence, he would never have be- 
lieved that so marvelous a prophesy wauld have 
had a literal meaning and accomplishment. 
No, he would have been told that the flood 
meant a Spiritual flood, and the Ark a Spiritual 
Ark, and the moment he thought otherwise, he 
would have been set down for a fanatic, knave, 
or fool; but it was so, that he was just simple 
enough to believe the prophesy literally ; here 
then is a fair sample of the blessing of fore- 
knowledge; while all the world who did not 
possess it perished by the flood literally. | 

_ The next prediction we will notice is Gen. 
xy. 13,14, 15,16. “ And hesaid unto Abraham, 
know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall 
serve them, and they shall afflict them four 
hundred years. And also that nation whom 
they shall serve, will I judge; and afterwards 
shall they come out with great substance. 
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And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace : 
thou shalt be buried in a ‘good old age; but in 
the fourth generation they shall come hither 
again, for the iniquity: of the Amorites is’ not 
yet full.” ) 
~The evil entreating of the children of Israel, 
four hundred years, together with their coming 
out with great substance, and the judgments 
of God upon Egypt, as well as the death of | 
Abraham, in a good old age, are all facts too 
‘well known to need comment here; suffice it ~ 
to say, that it is a striking example of the ex- 
act fulfilment of prophesy; uttered more than 
four hundred years before it had its accom- 
plishment. From this we gather, that none of — 
those ancient men knew any thing of the mo- 

4  dern system of spiritualizing. Our next is Gen. 
xix. 12,13. And the men said unto Lot, hast 
thou any besides; son in law, and thy sons and 

thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the 
City, bring thou out of this place ;’ for we will 
destroy this place, because the cry of them is 
waxen great before the Lord, and the Lord has 
sent us to destroy it.””’ Now Lot being simple 
enough to believe the thing, in its literal sense, - 
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took as many of his family as would follow, and 
- es¢aped for his life, to the great amusement no 
doubt of the Sodomites, who stood gazing after, 
crying delusion, delusion ; they thinking all the 
while, that the Prophesy was only a figure. 
Here is an example, of a man escaping from 
the flames, by the foreknowledge imparted to 
him, while the whole City perished. O what 
a blessing that Lot had no knowledge of the 
modern manner of interpreting Piophesy. If 
it. had once entered. his heart, that he must 
come out of Sodom spiritually, instead of Jite. — 
rally, it, would have cost, him his life. 

Let us examine a prophesy of Joseph, in the 
land of Egypt.—Gen. xli, 29, 30, 31. “Be. 
hold, there come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt: and there 
shall arise after them seven years of famine; 
and all.the plenty shall be forgotten in the land 
of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the 
land; And the plenty shall not be known. in the 
land, by reason of that. Aaraine following, ior it 
shall be very grievous.” Joseph then proceeds 
to give direction for corn to. be laid up.in. great 
abundance during the seven plenteous years, in 
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order to provide against the famine. _ And 
Pharaoh being no better versed in the school of 
modern divinity, than his predecessors, never 
once thought of any other interpretation, byt the — 
most literal. And thus he was the means, to- 
gether with Joseph, in the hand of God, of sav- 
ing, not only their own nation, but the house of 
Israel, from famine: This is another striking ex-. 
ample of the power of foreknowledge. It not 
only saved from famine, but it exalted Joseph 


_ from a dungeon toa palace; from the lowest ) 


degradation, to the highest honour; so that they 
cried before him, bow the knee: but O! what 


death and mourning, would have fullowed, had _ 


_ they-dreamed of spiritual famine, and: spiritual 


. Having given a few plain examples of early 
ages, we will lightly touch upon some of the 


most ‘remarkable events of prophesy, and its 


fulfilment, until we come down to the days of 
the Jewish prophets, where the field opens wide, 
touching in its progress the most remarkable 
events of all ages, and terminating in a full de- 
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One remarkable instance, concerning Elijah 
the Prophet, was, that he prophesied to Ahab, 
that it should not rain for three years and up. 
wards, which came to passaccording to his word. 
‘There is also a remarkable instance of Hasael, 
the Syrian, who came to Elisha to inquire of 
the Lord’concerning the King of Syria, his mas. 
ter, who was sick. The Prophet earnestly be- 
holding him, burst into tears; and Hasael asked 
him saying, “why weepest thou?’ and he 
answering, said,’ “the Lord hath shewed ‘me, 
that thou shalt be King over Syria.” And he 
then proceeded to unfold unto him the cruelties 
which he would afterwards exercise towards 
Israel, which are almost too horrible to mention 
‘here, lest in so doing I might offend the delicate — 
ear. But Hasael, astonished to hear these things 
predicted concerning himself, which at that timo 
filled him with horror, exclaimed with surprise, 
“But, what! is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do such things 1?” yet astonishing to téll, - 
all was afterwards fulfilled to the very letter. 
_ In the 21st Chap. 2 Chron., it is written, 
that there came a writing to Jehoram, from 
Elijah, which after stating the great wickedness 
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of which he had been guilty, in turning’to idola- 
try and also murdering his brethren of his 
father’s house. who were better that himself, 
proceeds thus: “ Behold, with a great plague 
will the Lord smite thy people, and thy children, 
and thy wives, and all thy goods; and thou 
shalt have great sickness by disease of the bow- 
els, until thy bowels fall out, by reason of thy 
sickness, day by day.” In the same chapter 
it is.written, “that the Philistines and Arabians 


_ Came against him, and took his wives and chil- 


dren and goods captive; and after all this, the 
Lord smote him in his bowels with an incurable: 
disease, and his bowels fell out by reason of his 
sickness, so he died of sore disease, — 

in the 6 Chapter of Joshua, 26 verse, there 


is a wonderful prediction, concerning Jericho ; 


“Cursed be the man before the Lord, that riseth 
up and buildeth this city. Jericho. . He shall lay 
the foundation thereof, in his first born ; and in 
his youngest son, shall he set up the gates 
thereof.” 

After this curse, the she of Jericho lay waste 
iil ; mone daring to rebuild it at the ex- 
pense of their first born, and of their youngest 
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son. Until after a long succession of judges 
and kings, when hundreds of years had passed, 
Hiel, the Bethelite, who lived in the days of 
Ahab, probably. supposing that the Lord had 
forgotten the curse pronounced upon it by Jo. 
 shaa, ventured to rebuild the city : but no sooner 
had he.laid the foundation thereof, then Abiram; _ 
his first born, died ; but still persevering in the — 
hardness of his heart, he set up the gates thereof, — 
with the loss of his youngest son Segub, according | 

to the word of the Lord, by Joshua ; see 1 Kings 
xvi. chapter, 39 verse. We might fill a volume, 
with instances of a similar kind, dispersed 
through the historical part of the Scriptures; 
_but we forbear, in order to hasten to a more full 
examination of the books of the Jewish Prophets. 
We shall trace them in their fulfilment upon 
Jerusalem, Tyre, various 
other nations. 

Babylon the. most ancient and the most re- 
nowned city of the world, was pleasantly situ- 
ated on the banks of a majestic river, that 
flowed through the plains of Shinar, near where 
the tower of Babel once stood. It was laid out 
four square, and surrounded with a wall upwards 
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of three hundred feet high, and sixty miles: in 
circumference ; having an hundred. gates of 
brass, with bars of iron, twenty-five gates at 


every side, which’ opened to streets, running 


through the whole city, a distance of fifteen 
miles ; thus formiog the whole city into exact 
squares of equal size... In' the midst of these 
squares. were beautiful gardéns, adorned with 
trees and walks, diversified with flowers of every 
varied hue ; while. all. the houses of the city 


were built. upon the borders -of the squares; 


directly fronting on the streets. In the midst of 
this. city, sat .Nebuchadnezzar,. enthroned ‘in 
royal splendor and magnificence, and swaying 
his sceptre over all the kingdoms of the world ; 
when: it ‘pleased God vision of the. night 
to unveil the;dark curtain, of ‘the future, and to 
the world, even down to the consummation of all, 
things. “ Behold.a great image stood before him, 
whose head was of fine gold, his breast and. 
arms of silver; his belly and: thighs of brass, 
his legs of iron,his feet and toes, part of iron, 
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a and part.of miry clay. .He beheld,.till.a stone 
was cut out of the mountain without hands, | 
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which smote the image upon the feet, which 


were part of i iron and part of clay, and brake 


them in pieces ; then was the iron, the brass, the 
silvgr, and the gold, broken to pieces together ; 
and became as the chaff of the summer thresh- 
ing floor ; and the wind carried them away, 
‘and-there was no place found for them ; but the 
stone which smote. the image became a great 


mountain, and filled. the whole eart! ” When 3 


Daniel was brought in before the king, t to tell 


the dream, and the interpretation, | he exclaimed, 


* there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets‘ 
and maketh known to the king, Nebuchad- 
nezzar; what. shall. come ‘to pass in ‘the latter 
days.” _ Then, after telling 1 the dream, he con- 
tinues thus: “ Thou, O King, art a king of ‘kings; 
iY the. God of Heaven hath given thee a king- 

dom, and power, ¢ and strength, and glory, and 
wheresoever the. ‘children of men dwell, the 
beasts. of the field, and the fowls of Heaven, hath 
he given into thy hand ; an “hath: made thee 
ruler over them all. “hou art this head ot 
gold. And after the shall arise 
dom, inferior. to thee ; si 
dom of brass, which shal 1 bear Tule ¢ over all the 
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earth ; and the fourth kingdom shall be strong 
asiron; for as much as iron breaketh in pieces 
and subdueth all things, and as iron that break- 
eth all these, shall it break in pieces and brwize. 
And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part 
of potters’ clay, and part of iron. The kingdom 
shall be divided, but there shall be in it, of the 
strength | of iron; for as much as thou ‘sawest 
the iron mixed with clay, and as the toes of the 
feet, were part of iron and part clay ; > so the 
kingdom shall. be partly strong, and partly bro- 
ken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed 
i with clay, they shall mingle themselves with the 
Hi seed of men, but they shall not cleave one to 
: another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 1 
And in the days of these kings, shall the God | | 
of Heaven set up a kingdom, which shall not be 
destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be given 
| to another people, but it shall break in pieces, | j 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
a ‘stand forever. — Forasmuch as thou sawest the 
iW stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, 


and that it brake in pieces, the iron, the brass, 
. the clay, the silver and the gold: the great 
God hath made known to the king, what shall 
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come to pass hereafter ; and the dream is cer- 
tain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” 

In this great view of the subject, we have 
presented before us in succession; first, the 
kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar ; second, the Medes 
and Persians, who took Babylon from Belshaz- 
zar, and reigned over all the earth ; third, the 
Greeks under Alexander, who conquered the 
world, and reigned in the midst of Babylon; 


and fourth, the Roman Empire, which subdued — 
all things ; fifth, its division into Eastern and © 


Western empires, and its final breaking or sub- 
division into the various kingdoms of modern 
Europe, represented by the feet and toes, part 
of iron and part of clay. And lastly, we have 
presented before us an entire new kingdom, 
organized by the God of Heaven, in the last 
days, or during the reign of these kings, repre- 
sented by the feet and toes. This last kingdom 
is never to change masters, like all the king- 
doms which had gone before it. It was never 
to be left to other people. It was to break in 
pieces all these kingdoms, and stand forever. 
Many suppose that this last kingdom alluded to, 
was the kingdom of God, which was organized 
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in the days of Christ, or his apostles. But a 
grerter blunder could not exist; the kingdom 


of God set up in the days of Christ, or of his — 
_ apostles, did not break in pieces any of the 


kingdoms of the world; it was itself warred 
against and overcome, in fulfilment of the words 
of Daniel, 7 chapter 21st. verse; “I beheld 
and the same horn made war with the saints, 
and prevailed against them ;” also, 22nd. verse. 
“ Until the ancient of days came, and judgment 
was given to the saints of the Most High; and 
the time came that the saints possessed the king- 
« dom ; also, verse 27th. “ And the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom, 
under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High; whose 


kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all do- 


minions shall serve and obey him.” 

John records, Rev. xiii. 7. “And it was 
given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them; and power was given 
- him over all kindreds, tongues, and nations.” 
In fulfilment of these sayings, power has been 
given to the authorities of the earth, to kill the 
apostles and inspired men; untill if any re- 
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mained they were banished from among men, 
or forced to retire to the desolate islands, or the 
dens and caves of the mountains of the earth; 
there to live, being men of whom the world was" 
not worthy ; while at the same time, many false 
prophets and teachers were introduced in their 
place, whom men heaped to themselves, because 
they would not endure sound doctrine. In this 
way the kingdom of God became disorganized 
and Just from among men, and the doctrine and 
churches of men, instituted in their place. But 
we design to speak more fully on this subject, 


when we come to treat upon the subject of the 


kingdom of God. Suffice to say, that the king- 
dom spoken of by Daniel, is something to be 
organized in the last days by the God of Hea. 
ven himself, without the aid of human institutions, 
or the precepts of men. .And when once orga- 
nized, it will never cease to roll ; all the powers 
of earth and hell will not impede its progress, 
until at length the Ancient of Days shall sit, and 
the Lord Jesus will come in the clouds of Hea- 
ven, with power and great glory, as King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, and destroy all these 


_ kingdoms, and give the kingdom and the great- 
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ness of the kingdom, under the whole Heaven, to 
the saints. Then there will be but one Lord, — 
and his name one, and he shall be king over all 
the earth. 

We will now return to N oo 
whom the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah, calls 
“his servant, to execute his judgments upon the 
nations.” It seems that the Lord exalted this 
great man, and made him a King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, arming him with his own sword, 
and clothing him with power and authority, for 
the express purpose of executing his judgments, 
and scourging and humbling all the nations of 
theearth. Jeremiah, chap. xxv. says “that 
-the Lord purposed to bring Nebuchadnezzar 
‘and his army against Jerusalem, and against all 
the nations round about, that he might bring © 
them to desolation and captivity for seventy 
years ; and after seventy years, he would turn 
and punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, — 
for their iniquity.” Now, who can trace th® 
history of the fulfilment of these great events, so 
exactly pointed out by Jeremiah, Isaiah, and 
Ezekiel, and not be struck with astonishment 
and wonder, at the marvelous gift of prophecy | 
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~ enabling men in those days to read the history 
of the future; as they read the history of the 
past. Indeed, the reader of history in the nine- 
teenth century, holding in his hand the history of 
the Babylonians, Medes and Persians, Greeks, 
Romans and Egyptians, together with that of 
the Jews, wil! hardly render himself more fa: 
miliar with the events which transpired among 
those nations, than the prophets were for seventy 
years previous to their accomplishment. ‘Wit- 

ness the seventy years captivity of thé Jews in 
Babylon, and their safe: return. Next witness 
the taking of Tyre, the city of merchants, the 
mart of nations, situated at the havén of thesea, 
surrounded not only by the sea, but with a strong 
wall. So strong a hold, required the utmost 
skill and perseverance of Nebuchadnazzar, and — 
his whole army, who laboured incessantly fora 
long time, and at length succeeded in conquering 
the city, and bringing its inhabitants into’ eap- 
tivity for seventy years; after which they re- 
turned and established their city. But when 
the king of Babylon had succeeded in taking 
Tyre ; after many a bald head and peeled shoul- 
der, caused by the hard service of his army in 


ag" 
id 
* 
& 
‘ 
4 
i 
a 
= 
§ 
a 
| 
‘4 
5 
if 
4 
% 
a 
A 
‘ 


84 PROPHESY ALREADY FULFILLED. 


the.siege ;. the Lord, by the mouth of Ezekiel, 
promises to, give the spoils of .Egypt. unto him, 
for, wages, for his army, in order to pay for 
the great service, wherewith he had served God 
_ against Tyre... Next. witness his war, in the 
taking of Egypt, and bringing them into captivity, 
until the seventy years were accomplished. © 

finally, trace, him, executing the Lord’s 

vengeance and, anger..against Uz, upon the 
kings of the Philistines, and Askelon, Azzah, and 
Ekron, Edom, Moab, Ammon, and Dedan, Te- 
ma; and Buz, and the kings of Arabia, and of 
Zimri,,and of Elam, and of all the kings of the 
Medes, and all the kings of the north far andnear; 
and finally, upon all.the kingdoms of the world, 
who were to be.drunken, and spew, and fall, to 
rise no.more, becayse of the sword, which he 
would send among them. . But, when the Lord 
had accomplished all his mind, upon the nations ; 
he, purposed, in. turn, to,; punish. this. great mon- 
arch, and. those who succeeded him ; and also 
the City-and Nation, over which he reigned : 
and, finally to make it. perpetual - ‘desolations. 
And all this for their pride, and haughtiness. 

The Lord exclaims, shall the axe boast itself, 
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against him that heweth therewith, or shall the 

saw boast itself against him that .shaketh, it, dzc. 
But in’ order to trace the events of the return of 
the Jews, and the other.nations, from, .their; sev- 
enty years captivity and bondage, and the pun- 
ishment of Babylon ; another and very difk 
character from that,of Nebuchadnazer is. intro. 
duced by. the Prophets, one,who,is in, Seripture, 
termed the, Lord’s Anointed, He may be con- 
sidered one of the most, extraordinary, charac- 
ters that ever the heathen world,produced ;, his 
mildness, his. courage, his perseverance, his 
success, and above all, his strict,,ebedience, to 
the command of that,God, which neither he nor 
his fathers had known, all go. to, prove jthat 
Isaiah was not.«mistaken, when, he called,him by 
pame, as the Lord’s Apointed,.to deliver, the 

nations from bondage, scourge and) subdue 
the greatest city and monarchy that: has at any 
time existed on the..earth ; and. to zestore the 
Jews, and to, rebuild their city, and temple... In- 
deed, he was one of those few, which the world 
never produces, except for extraordinary pur- 

poses. But let us hear, the Prophet’s. own des- 
cription “of him, Isaiah, 45. chap. Thus saith the 
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to hie Cyrus, whose right hand 
- Fhave holden, to subdue-nations before him ; and 
I will ‘loose the loins of kings, to open before 
him’ the two-leaved gates, and the gates shall not 
be'shut. I will go before thee, and make the 
_ crooked places straight : I ‘will break in pieces — 
: —— brass, and cut in sunder the bars of 
. ‘And I will give thee the treasures of dark- 
Fae and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
mayest’ know that I, the Lord, which call thee 
by thy name, am thé God of Israel. For Jacob 
my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed 


"thee, though thou hast not known me. I am 


‘the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God 
_, besides ‘me :'I girded thee, though thou hast not : 
Known nie: that they may kiiow from the ris- 
and from:the west, that there is 

none else.” In the 13th verse, he says, “I 


direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and 
"let go my captives, not for price nor reward, 
- gaith the Lord of hosts.” The reader will bear 
in mind, that Isaiah lived about one hundred 
years before the Jewish captivity, ard onc 
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hundred and seventy before Cyrus caused their 


Here I would pause and inquire what power, | 


but the power.of the great God, could enable 
one man to call another by name, a century 
before his birth, and also to foretell the history 


of his life. What must have been his wonder 
and astonishment, when, after many years of 


wars and commotions, during which he marched 
forth, conquering and to conquer, gathering 
as a nest the riches of the nations, he at length 
pitched his camp near the walls of the strongest 
hold in all the earth—he gazed upon its walls of 


upwards of three hundred feet in height, with 


its gates of brass and its bars of iron; the 
people within feeling perfectly safe, with pro- 
visions enough to last the inhabitants of the 


city for several years ;—how could he think of . 
taking the city—-who would not have shrunk > 


from such an undertaking unless inspired by 

the Great Jehovah. But, turning the river 

Euphrates from its course, and marching 

under the walls of the city, in the dry bed 

of the river, he found himself in possession of 

the city eae any difficulty, for Belshazzar 
cl 
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the king was drinking himself drunk with his 
nobles and concubines, and that too from the 
_. . vessels of the house of the Lord which his 
_* father had taken from Jerusalem, and his knees 
: had al ready smote together, with horror, from 
the hand writing on the wall, which Daniel had 
just been called in to interpret, giving his king- 
dom to the Medes and Persians. Having sub- 
dued this great monarchy, he seated himself 
upen the throne of kingdoms; and becoming 
familiar with Daniel, he was no doubt introduced 
to an acquaintance with the Jewish records, 
and then the mystery was unfolded—he could 
then see that God had called him by name, that 
the almighty hand girded him for the battle, and 
directed all his work ; he could then understand _ a 
why the treasures of the earth poured them- \ | 
selves into his bosom, and why the loins of | 
kings had been unloosed before him, and why | 
the gates of brass had been opened, and the bars F 

of iron burst asunder, It was, that he might 
know that there was a God in“Israel, and none 
else, and that all the idols were as nothing; that F 

he might also restore the Jews, and rebuild their 

*  eity and temple, and fulfil God’s purposes upon 
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Babylon. He accordingly issued his procla- 
mation to the Jews, to return, and for the na- 
tions to assist them in rebuilding. For, said hey 
God hath commanded me to build him an house” 
at Jerusalem.—Ezra, i. 2,3, says, “Thus saith 
Cyrus king of Persia: the Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth ; 
and he hath.charged me to build him an hoyse 
at Jerusalem, which is in Judea. Who is there 
among all his people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judea, 
—_and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, — 
(he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.” 

What powerful argument, what mighty in- 
fluence was it, which caused Cyrus to be con- 
vinced that it was the God of heaven, (who 
dwelt in Jerusalem, who alone was God,) who 
had done all these things. He had not been tra- 
ditionated in the belief of the true God, nor of 
the holy scriptures. Nay, he had ever been very 
zealous in the worship of idols; it was to idols 
that he songht for assistance, in the former part — 
of his life. I reply, it was the power of God, 
made manifest by prophesy, and its fulfilment ; 
not in a spiritualized sense, not in some obseure, 
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uncertain, or dark and mysterious way, which 
was difficult to be understood ; but in positive, 


jiteral, plain demonstration, which none could 


gainsay or resist. Isaiah says, that this was the 


object. the Lord had in view, when he revealed. 
such plainness. And Cyrus manifested, that it 


had the desired effect. I would here remark, 


that when we comz to treat of that part of 


Prophesy which yet remaias to be fulfilled, we 
shall bring proof positive, that the’ heathen na- 
tions of the latter days, are to be convinced in 
the very same way that Cyrus was ; that is, there 
are certain events plainly predicted in the 
Prophets, yet future, which, when fulfilled, will 
convince all the heathen nations of the true 
God, and they shall know that he hath spoken 
it and performe! it. And all the great and 


learned men of Christendom, and all societies, 


who have put any other than a literal construc. 
tion to the word of Prophesy, shall stand con- 
founded, and be constrained to acknowledge that 


all has come to pass, even as it was written. — 
But, to return, to our research of Prophesy 


and its fulfilment; we will give a passing notice 
of the vision of Daniel, recorded in the 8th chap. 
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of his Prophesies, concerning the ram and the 
he-goat. The reader would do well to turn 
and read the whole chapter ; but..we will more 
particularly notice the interpretation, as it was 
given him by Gabriel, as recorded from thie 19th 
tothe 25th verses. And he said, “I willmake the 
thee know what shall. be in the last end of the ni- 
dignation, for atthe time appointed the end shall 
be. The ram which thou sawest, having two 
horns, are the kings of Media and Persia; and 
the rough he-goat is the king of Grecia; and 
the great horn that is between his eyes, is the 
first king. Now that being broken, whereas 
_ four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand 
up out of the nation, but not in his power. And 
in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
transgressers are come to the full,a king of 
fierce countenance, and understanding dark sen- 
tences, shal! stand up; and his power shall be 
_ mighty, but not by his own power, and he shall 
destroy the mighty, and the holy people;@nd 
through his policy also, he shall cause craft to — 

‘prosper in his hand, and he shall magnify him- 
self in his heart, and by peace shall destroy 
many ; he shall also stand up against the Prince 
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of princes; but he shall be broken without 
hand.” In this vision, we have first presented 
the Medes and Persians, as they were to exist, 
until they were conquered by Alexander the 
Great. Now it is a fact, well known, that this 
empire waxed exceeding great for some time 
after the death of Daniel, pushing its conquests 
westward, northward, and southward, so that 
none could stand before it; until Alexander, the 
king of Grecia, came from the west, with a small 
army of chosen men, and attacked the Persians 
upon the bank of the river, and plunging his 
horse in, and his army following, they crossed 
and attacked the Persians, who stood to oppose 
them upon the bank, with many times their — 
number ; but notwithstanding their numbers, and 
their advantage of the ground, they were totally 
routed ; and the Grecians proceeded to overrun 
and subdue the country, beating the Persian | 
prince in a number of pitched battles, until they | 
were entirely subdued. It is also well known 
that Alexander, the king of Greece, went forth 
from nation to nation, subduing the world be- 
fore him, until having conquered the world, he 
died at Babylon, at the age of thirty-two years. 
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And thus when he had waxed strong, the great 
horn was broken, and for it came up four nota- 
ble ones toward the four winds of heaven. His 
kingdom was divided among four of his generals, 
who never attained unto his power. Now in 
the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans- . 
gression of the Jewish nation had come to the 
full, the Roman power destroyed the Jewish 
nation, took Jerusalem, caused the daily sacri- 
fice to cease ; and not only that, but afierwards . 
destroyed the mighty and the holy people, that 
is the apostles and primitive Christians, who 
were slain by the authorities of Rome. 

_ Now let me inquire ; does the history of these 
United States give a plainer account of past 
events, than Daniel’s wisdom did of events which 
were then future; and some of them reaching 
down the stream of time, for several hundred 
years; unfolding events which no human sagacity 
‘could possibly have foreseen? Man, by his own 
sagacity, may accomplish many things; he may 
plough the trackless ocean, without wind or tide 
in his favor; he may soar aloft amid the clouds 
without the aid of wings; he may traverse the 
_ land with astonishing velocity without the aid of 
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beasts ; or he may convey his thoughts to his 
fellow by the aid of letters. But there is a prin- 
ciple which he can never attain ; no, not even 
by the wisdom of ages combined; money will 
not purchase it ; it comes from God only, and is 
bestowed upon man as a free gift. Ah! says 
the Prophet to the idols, tell us what shall be, 
that we may know that ye are gods. 

_ We will now proceed to show how exactly the 


prophesies literalized in the person of Jesus 
Christ. Behold, said the Prophet, “a virgin | 


shall conceive and bear a son.” Again, Bethle- 


hem should be the place of his birth; and. 
Egypt, where he sojourned with his parents, 


the place out of which he was to be called. 
He turned aside to Nazareth, for it was written, 
he shall be called a Nazarene. He rode into 
Jerusalem upon a colt, the foal of an‘ass, be- 
cause the Prophet had said, “behold thy King 
cometh, meek and lowly, riding upon a colt,” 
@&c. And again, saith the prophet, “he shall be 
afflicted and despised; he shall be a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with gricf: he shall 
_be led as a lamb to the slaughter, and like a 
sheep dumb before his shearers ; so he opened 
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not his mouth: in his humiliation his judgment 
was taken away; and who shall declare his 
generation, for his life is taken from the earth ; 
he was wounded for our transgressions, and by 
his stripes we are healed ; he was numbered with 
the transgressers; he made his grave with the 
rich. Nota bone of him is broken ; they di- 
vide his raiment, cast lots.for his vesture ; give 
him gall and vinegar to drink ; betray him for 
thirty pieces of silver ; and finally, when it was 
finished, he rested in the tomb until the third 
day, and then arose triumphant without seeing 
corruption. Now, kind reader, had you walked 
up and down with our dear Redeemer during 
his whole sojourn in the flesh, and had you 
taken pains to record the particular circum- 
stances of his life and death, as they occurred 
from time to time, your history would not be 
a plainer one, than the prophets gave of him 
hundreds of years before he was born. ‘There 
is one thing we would do well to-notice, concern- 
ing the manner in which the Apostles inter- 
preted prophesy, and that is this; they simply 
quoted it, and recorded its literal fulfilment. 
And by pursuing this course, they were enabled 
| 
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to bring it home to the hearts of the people in 


the Jewish synagogues, with such convincing 


proof, that they were constrained to believe the 
supposed impostor whom they had crucified was 
the’Messiab. But had they once dreamed of 
retidering a spiritualizing or uncertain applica. 
tion; like the teachers of the present day, all 


demonstration would have vanished ftom the 
@arth 


prophets, concerning prophesy and its fulfilment, 


and having shown clearly, that nothing but a 


literal” fulfilment was intended, the objector 
may inquire, whether the same mode will apply 
to the’ predictions contained in the New Testa- 
ment. “ We will therefore bring a few important 
instances of prophesy, and its fulfilment, from the 
New Testament, after which we shall be pre- 
pared to etter the vast field which is still future. 
One of the most remarkable prophesies in sa- 


“ And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed 
With armies, then know that the desolation there- 
of is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea 


would have ‘been uncertainty and doubt, and 


Having taken a view of ihe Old Testament . 


cred writ, is recorded by Luke, xxi. 20—24. 


* 
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flee to the mountains, and let them which are 
in the midst of it depart out; and let not them 
that are in the countries enter thereinto; for 
these be the days of vengeance, that all things 
that are written may be fulfilled. “ But wo 
unto them that are with child, and to those that 
give suck in those days; for there shall be great 
distress in the land, and wrath upon this people ; 
and they shall fall by the edge of the; sword, and 


shall be led away captive into all nations; and 


Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled.” 
This prophesy involves the fate of Jerusalem 
and the temple, and the whole Jewish nation, for 
at least eighteen hundred years. About the 
year seventy, the Roman army compassed Jeru- 
salem. The disciples remembered the warning 


which had been given them by their Lord and 


Master, forty years before, and fled to the 
mountains. The city of Jerusalem was taken, _ 


after a long and tedious siege, in wich the Jews 
suffered the extreme of famine, pestilence, and _ 


the sword ; filling houses with the dead, for the 
want of a place to bury them. While women 
ate their own children for the want of all things. 
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In’ this struggle, there perished in Jerusalem 
near one million and a half of Jews, besides” 
those taken captive. ‘Their city laid waste, 
their temple destroyed, and the miserable rem- 
nant dispersed abroad into all the nations of the 
earth; in which situation they have continued © 
ever since, being driven from one nation to an. 
other; often falsely accused of the worst of crimes, 
for which they were banished, and their goods 
confiscated. Indeed, they’ have been mostly 
accounted as outlaws among the various nations ; 
the sole of their feet has found no rest, and they 
have been a hiss and a by-word; and the peo. 
ple have said, “these are the people of the 
Lord, and are gone forth out of his land.” 
- During all this time the Gentiles have possessed 
the land of Canaan, and trodden under foot the 
holy city, where their forefathers worshipped the | 


~ Lord. Now in this long captivity, the Jews 


have never lost sight of the promises respect- 
ing their return. Their eyes have watched 
and failed with longing for the day when they 
might possess again that blessed inheritance, 
bequeathed to their forefathers; when they 
might again rear their city and temple, and re- 
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establish their priesthood, and worship as in days 
ofold. Indeed, they have made several attempts 
. to return, but were always frustrated in all their 
attempts, for it was an unalterable decree, tha; 
Jerusalem should be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles, until the times of the Gentiles should be 
fulfilled. On the subject of this long dispersion, 
Moses and the prophets have written very plain ; 
indeed, Moses even mentioned the particulars of 
their eating their children secretly in the siege, 
and in the straitness wherewith their enemies 
should besiege them in all their gates. 
eves will read the 28th of Deuteronomy, will 
read the history of what has befallen the Jews, 
foretold by Moses, with all the clearness that 
characterises the history of past events, and 
all this thousands of years before its accom- 
plishment. | 

Our next, is found in Acts xxi. 10, 11., where | 
a Prophet named Agabus, touk Paul’s girdle and 
bound his own hands and feet, and said, thus 
saith the Holy Ghost, “So shall the Jews’ at 
Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, 
and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles.” The fulfilment of this prediction is too 
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_ well known to need any description. We there- 
fore proceed to notice a prophesy of Paul, re- 
corded in 2 Tim. iv. 8,4. “For the time will | 
come, when they will not endure sound doctrine, 
but after their own lusts will they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching ears; and they | 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be, turned unto fables.” This prophesy — 
has been fulfilled to the very letter; for it ap- — 
plies to every religious teacher, who has arisen 
from that day unto the present, except those 
commissioned by direct revelation, and inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. But to convince the rea- 
der of its full accomplishment, we need only to. 
_ point to the numberless priests of the day, who 
_ preach for hire, and divine for money, and who 
receive their authority from their fellow man; 
and as to the fables to which they are turned, 
we need only to mention the sp/ritualizings and 
private interpretations, which salute our ears, 
from almost every religious press and pulpit. 
But there is another prophesy of Paul well 
\worth our attention, as illustrative of the times 
in which we live; it is found in the first five | 
verses of the 3d chap. 2. Tim. “ This know also, ‘ 
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that'ia the last day perilous times shall come; 
for men shall be lovers of their own selves, co- 
vetous, boasters, proud blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection; truce breakers, false accusers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from 
such turn away.” From the last verse of. this 
quotation, we learn to our astonishment, that this 
sum of awful wickedness, applies to professors 
of religion ONLY ; that is, this would be the 
character,of the (so called) Christian part of 
community, in the last days. Do not startle, 
kind reader, we do not make the application 
without proof positive to the point: for remem- 
ber non-professors have no form of godliness, 
but those ungodly characters spoken of, were to 
have a form of godliness, denying the power 
thereof. But if you doubt Paul’s testimony on : 

_ the subject, look around you, examine for your- 
selves. ‘“ By their fruits shall you know them.” 
My heart is pained while I write. Alas, has it 
come to this; has the spirit of truth removed 


4 
+ 
a 
§ 
4 
> 
4 
» 
F 
é 
re 
x 
= 
> 
= 
4 


52. PROPHESY ALREADY FULFILLED. 

the veil of obscurity from the last days, only to 
_ present us with a vision of a fallen people; an | 
apostate Church, full of all manner of abomina- 
tions, and even despising those who are good ; 
while they themselves, have nothing left: but the 
form of godliness, denying the power of God, 
that is setting aside the direct inspiration, and 

supernatural gifts of the Spirit, whichever con- 
stitute the Church.of Christ. Was it for this 
only, that the Holy Spirit opened to the view of 
holy men, the events of unborn time, enabling 
them to gaze upon the opening glories’ of the 
latter days? O! ye Prophets and Apostles, ye 
_ holy men of old, what have you done, if you 
stop here; if your prophetic vision only ex- 
_ tended down the stream of time, to the present 
year? Alas! you have filled our minds with 
sorrow and despair: the Jews you have left 
wandering in sorrow and darkness, far from all 
their hearts hold most dear on earth: their land a 
desolation, and their city and temple in ruins, and 
they without the knowledge of the true Messiah. 
The .Gentiles, after partaking of the root and 
fatness of the tame olive-tree, having fallen, af- 
ter the same example of unbelief, are left with- 
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out fruit, dead, plucked up by the roots, with 
naught but a form of godliness; while the pow- 
ers that characterized the ancient Church, have 
fled from among men. Is this the consummation 
of all your labours? was it for this, you searched, 
toiled, bled, and died? I pause for a reply: 
if you have a word of comfort yet in store, con- 
cerning the future, let it quickly speak, least 
our souls should linger in the dark valley of 
sorrow and despair. | 


CHAPTER II. 


ON THE, FULFILMENT OF PROPHESY YET 
FUTURE. 


Having made the discovery, and produced 
sufficient proof, that the Prophesies, thus far,. 
have been literally fulfilled to the very letter ; 
we hope the reader will never lose sight of the 
same rule with regard to those yet future. And 
while we stand upon the threshold of futurity, 
with the wonders of ‘unborn time about to 
open upon our view, presenting before our aston. 
ished vision the most mighty and majestic scenes, 
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the most astonishing revolutions, the most extra- 
ordinary destructions, as wel! as the most mira- 
culous displays of the power and majesty of 
Jehovah, in his great restoration of his long 
dispersed covenant people, fromthe four quarters 
of the earth: IJ say, as these scenes are about 
to open to our view, let us bow before the great 
I AM, in the name of Jesus, and pray in faith 
for his Spirit to enlarge our hearts, and en- 
lighten our minds, that we may understand and 
believe all that is written, however miraculous it 
may be. But O, kind reader, whoever you 
are, if you are not prepared for persecution, if 
you are unprepared to have your name cast out 
as evil, if you can not bear to be called a knave, 
an imposter, or madman, or one that hath a 

devil ; or if you are bound by the creeds of men, _ 
to believe just so much and no more, you had 
better stop here ; for if you were to believe the 
things written in the Bible, that are yet to come, 
you will be under the necessity of believing 
miracles, signs, and wonders, revelations, and 
manifestations of the power of God, even be- 
yond any thing that any former generation has 
witnessed ; yes, you will believe that the waters 
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will be divided, and Israel go through a 

as they journey to their own land, as they did 
in the days» of Moses; for no man ever yet be- 
lieved the Bible, without believing and expect-— 
ing such glorious events in the latter days. 
And I will now venture to say, that a believer 
in the Bible, would be a something, that very 
few men have ever seen in this generation, with 
all its boasted religion. For there is a great 
difference in believing the book to be true when 
shut, or believing the things therein written. 
It is now considered in Christendom a great dis- 
grace not to believe the Bible when shut: but 
whosoever tries the experiment, will find a 
greater disgrace to believe that the things therein 
written will surely come to pass. Indeed, it is 
our firm belief in, and careful teaching of, the | 
things written in the Bible, that has brought 
upon us all the persecution we suffer. For let 
the prophesies be understood by the people, and 
let them roll on in their fulfilment, and it will 
_ blow to the four winds every religious craft in 
Christendom, and cause the kingdom of Christ ; 
to arise upon its ruins, while the actual know- 
ledge of the truth will cover the earth as the 
‘waters do the sea. 
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Having said so much by way of caution ; if 
there is any of my readers, so bold, and regard- 
less of consequences, as to dure with me, to gaze 
upon the future, we will commence with Isaiah 
xi chap. 11, 12, 15 & 16 verses,—And it shall 
come to pass in that day, the Lord shall set his 
hand a second time to recover the remnant of 
his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and 
from Egypt, and from Cush, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the 
islands of the sea. | 

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and 
gather together the dispersed of J dali, from the 
four corners of the earth. | 

And the Lord shall utterly destroy the tongue 
of the Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind © 
will he shake his hand over the river, and shall 
smite it, in the seven streams thereof, sod make 
men go over dry shod. aa 
And there shall be a for the 
nant of his people, which shall be left from As. 
_ syria: like asit was to Israel, in the day that he 
came up out of the’land of Egypt. | 

Here you bchold an ensign to be reared for 
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the nations; and not only for the dispersed of 
Judah, but the outcasts of Israel (the ten tribes) 
are all to be assembled together, from the four 
quarters of the earth. The Jews are called dis. 
persed because they are scattered among the 
nations: but the ten tribes are called outcasts, 


_ because they are cast out, from the knowledge 


of the nations, in a land by themselves. Now 
the reader will bear in mind, that the ten tribes 


_have not dwelt in the land of Canaan, since they 


were led captive by Salmanezer king of Assy- 
ria. We have also presented before us in the 
15th verse the marvellous power of God, which 


. will be displayed in the destruction of a small 


branch of the red sea, called the tongue of the 
Egyptian sea; and also the dividing the seven 
streams of the River Nile ; which flows into the 
Mediterranean, by seven mouths: and the caus- 
sing men to go over dry shod; and lest any 
should not understand it, itéerally, the 15th verse 
says, there shall be a high way for the remnant 
of his people, which shall be left from Assyria, 
like as it was to Israel when he came up out of 
the land of Egypt. Now we have only to ask 
whether in the days of Moses, the Red Sea was 
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literally divided? or whether it was only a fig- 
ure ? and as it was then, so it shall be again. 
And yet we are told by modern divines, that the 
days of miracles have gone by forever; and 
those who believe in miracles, in our day, are 
counted as impostors, or at least, poor ignorant 
fanatics, and the public are warned against them, 
as false teachers who  ou.d if possible de. 
-eeive the very elect. Orn ‘hc subject of this re- 
storation, the Prophets have spoken so fully 
and so repeatedly, that we can only notice a 
_ few of the most striking instances, which will go 

to show the particular circumstances and inci- 
dents attending it, and the manner and means 
of its accomplishment. The 16th chap. of Jer. 
14, 15, 16 verses, says—*“ Therefore behold the 
days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more 
be said, the Lord liveth, that brought the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt ; but the Lord 
liveth, that brought the children of Israel from 
the north, and from all the lands whither he had 
driven them; and [ will bring them again into 
their own land that I gave unto their fathers. 
Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the 
Lord, and they shall fish them, and after, I will 
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send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them 
from every mountain, -and from every hill, 
out of the holes of the rocks. Now it has ever 
been the case with Israel, when they wished to 
express the greatness of their God, to say, the 
Lord liveth, which brought up our fathers out 
of the land of Egypt. This saying at once call. 
ed to mind the power and miracles of that me- 
-morable event; and associated with it,\all that 
was great, and grand, and calculated to strike 
_ the mind with awe, under a lively sense of the 
power of Israel’s God. But to our astonishment ! 
something is yet to transpire which will cast into 
momentary forgetfulness, all the great events of 
that day, and the children of Israel shall know 
that their God liveth, by casting their minds 
upon events of re date which shall have 

transpired “More glorious and wonderful 
claim, the Lord liveth which recently brought 
the children of Israel from the north, and from 
all Jands whither he had driven them; and hath 
planted them in the land of Canaan which he 
gave our fathers. With this idea will be asso. 

ciated every display of grandeur and sublimity. 
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of wonder and amazement, while they call to 
mind the revelations, the manifestations, the mi- 
racles, and mercies, displayed in bringing about 


this great event, in the eyes of all the nations. 


_ In view of this, Jeremiah exclaims in the last 


verse of this chapter. “Therefore behold, 1 will — 
this once cause them to know, I will cause them — 


- to know my hand and my might; and they shall 
know that my name is the Lord.” ‘ 


But the means made use of to bring about — 


this glorious event, are not only the raising of a 
standard, the lifting up of an ensign, so that we 
might know when the time was fulfilled. But 
fishers and hunters are to be employed to fish 
and hunt them from every mountain, from every 


hill, and out of the holes of the rocks. Letthe — 


reader mark here; men were not to send mis- 
sionaries, (who were not inspired,) to go and 
teach Israel several hundred different doctrines, 


and opinions of men, and to tell them they sup- 


‘pose the time has about arrived, for them to 
‘gather. But the God of Heaven is to call men 


by actual Revelation, direct from Heaven, and _ 


to tell them who Israel is; who the Indians of 
America are, if they should be of Israel, and 
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also where the ten tribes are, and all the scat. - 


tered remnants of that long lost people. He it 


is, who is to give them their errands and mis- 

‘sion, and to clothe them with power from on 
high to execute the great work, in defiance of 
_ opposing elements, and all the opposition of earth 


and hell combined ; but do you ask, why is the 
Lord to commission men by actual Revelation ? 
J reply, because he has no other way of sending 
men in any age. No man, says the Apostle, 
taketh this honour upon himself, but him that is 
called of God, as was Aaron, and we all know 


that Aaron was called by Revelation. 


~ Now the Great Jehovah never has, nor never 
will acknowledge the priesthood or ministry of 


any man, who is not called by Revelation, and 


inspired, as in days of old. But, O, says the 
reader, you startle me, for the whole train of 
modern divines profess no Revelation, later than 
the Bible, and no direct inspiration, or super. 


natural gift of the Spirit. Do you cast them 


all off, and say that they have no authority ? 

I reply, no, for the Bible does it, and | only 

humbly acquiesce in the decision ; as they are no 

where, known in Scripture, except as teachers, 
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whom the people have heaped to themselves, — 
(the word heap means a great many). But to 
prove more fully that God will give ° revela- 
tions in order to bring about this glorious 
work, we will refer you to Ezekiel, xx- 33—38. 
It reads, “As I live, saith the Lord God, 
surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched- 
out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule 
over you: and I will bring you out from the 
people, and will gather you out of the countries 
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, 
and with a stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured out. And I will bring you into the wil- 
derness of the people, and there will I plead 
with you face to face. Like as I pleaded with 
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of 
Egypt, so will I plead with you, saith the Lord 
God. And I will cause you to pass under the 
rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the 
covenant: and I will purge out from among you 
the rebels, and them that transgress against me: 
I will bring them forth out of the country where 
they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the 
land of Israel: and ye shall know that J] am 
the Lord.” 
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You discover, that this promise begins with a 
double assurance ; first, with an oath, as I live ; 
second, with an assurance, surely, with a mighty 


“lest the people should possibly misunderstand 
him, he exclaims; “O Lord, they say of me, 
doth he not speak in parables!’’ Here we have 
the children of Israel, brought from among all 

‘nations, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched 
out arm, and with fury poured out, (O ye na- 
tions who oppose these things, beware, remem- 
ber Pharaoh, and learn wisdom,) we see them 
brought into the wilderness of the people; and 
there the Lord is to plead with thei, face to 
face, just like as he did with their fathers, in 
the wilderness of Egypt. This pleading face 
to face can never be done, without Revela- 

tion, and a personal manifestation, as much so. 

as in old times. Now I ask, was all his mani- 
festations to Israel in the wilderness, a mere 
fuble, not to be understood. literally ; if so, this 
will be so too; for one will be preeisely like the 
other, no parable, but a glorious reality. He 
will cause them to pass under the rod, and bring 
them into the bond of the covenant. This brings 


hand, &c. And in the close of thesame chapter, _ 
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to mind the new covenant, so often promised in 
the Scriptures, to be made with the house of | 
israel and with the house of Judah, just. in 
time to gather them from their long dispersion. 
Some may suppose that the new covenant which © 
was to gather Israel, made its appearance in the 
days of Christ and his apostles. But Paul tells 
us, it was yet future in his day.—So in his 
xi. chap. to the Romans, he declares that blind- 
in part is happened to Israel, until the 
ulness\of the Gentiles be come in, and so all 
Israel shall be saved; as it is written, “There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn ungodliness from Jacub, for this is the 
covenant, when I shall take away their sins.” 
From this we learn, that Paul placed that cove- 
nant in the future, even down to the restoration 
of Israel, in the last davs, when the times of the 
Gentiles should be fulfilled. Then, there should 
come a deliverer for Israel, and not before, see- 
ing they had rejected the first coming of that 
Deliverer. And He himself said to the Jews, 
“ Behold, your house is left unto you desolate : 
from henceforth you shall not see me,. until you _ 
_ shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name 
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ofthe Lord.” Then, and not until, then should 
the covenant be renewed with Israel. And 
even when the apostles inquired, saying, “ Wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel ;” the Saviour made answer, that it was 
not for them to know the times and seasons, 
which the father had put in his own power ; 
but they were to receive power, and bear wit- 
ness of him, &c.; as much as to say, that 
work is not for you Apostles to accomplish, but 
shall be done in the Lord’s own time, by whom 
he will; “ but go ye, and do the work I have 
commanded you.”—Again, Isaiah Ixi. 8,9, in 
speaking of this covenant, tells us, that it should — 
make their seed known among the Gentiles, and | 
their offspring among the people; and should 
cause all that see them, to acknowledge them, that 
they are the seed that the Lord hath blessed. 
Now we know that it is a question which can only 
be decided by Revelation, whether the aborigi- 
nees of America are the seed of Jacob or not. 
Again, it is a matter of uncertainty where the 


ten tribes are, or who they are; but the newcove-__.. 


~ nant, whenever it makes its appearance, will re- 
veal these things, and will leave the matter no 
D3 
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longer in suspense; we shall then know their 
seed among the Gentiles, and their offspring 
among the people. But O, how different was 
the effect of the covenant made eighteen hun- 
dred years ago in its effects upon Israel ; it cast 
them off in unbelief, and caused all that have 
seen them or heard of them ever since to ack- 
nowledge, that they are the seed that the Lord 
hath cursed. When the covenant is renewed 
in the last days, the Lord will bring them into 
the bond of the covenant, by manifesting him- 
self to them face to face. Let me inquire how 
does God make a covenant with the people in 
any age? The answer must be by communicating 
his will to them, by actual revelation; for 
without this, it would be impossible to. make a 
covenant between two parties. In order to illus- 
trate this subject, let us bring an example. 
_.We see how.we make covenants with each other. 
For instance, a young man wishes to enter into 
a covenant of matrimony with a young lady ; 
but deprive him of the privilege of revealing © 
his mind to her, cut off ali direct communication - 

between them, and a-covenant could never be 

made ; and so it is with the Almighty. He never — 
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did enter into a covenant with his creatures, 
without revelations; and he never can do 
it. In short, whenever he made a covenant 
with the people, where a whole people were 
concerned, he included in the covenant the 
priesthood, offices, and authorities, together with 
the ordinances and blessings which pertain to 
his covenant; and so will he do at this time. 
Whenever the new covenant is established, it 


will organize the kingdom of God, with all its 


offices, ordinances, gifts, and blessings, as in 
days of old; but more of this when we come to | 


treat of the kingdom of;God. But, says the 
- inquirer, what need. have.we of the renewal of 
a covenant which has never been broken. 


Jf the Lord made, a covenant in the days of 
the Apostles, called a new covenant, why should 
that covenant still be renewed again,,seeing it is 


in full force, until it is broken by one party or 


the other? This is an important inquiry, involv- 
ing the fate of all Christendom in its decision ; 
we must therefore be very careful to make the 
decision perfectly plain, and the proof easy to 
be understood. That there was a new covenant 
made between God and the people, in the days: 
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of Christ and his apostles, none will attempt to 
deny; and if that covenant never has been 
broken, it must be of force till the present day, 

and consequently there is no need of a new one. 

‘It therefore remains for us to prove, that that : 
covenant has been broken, completely broken, | 
so that it is not in force, either among Jew 

_or Gentiles, having lost its offices, authorities, 

- powers, and blessings, insomuch that they are 

no where to be found among men. _ In order to 

this, we must examine, what were its offices, 
authorities, powers, and blessings, and then see 
whether they are still known among men. _ 

We read that its offices consisted of apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, all 
inspired, and set in the Church, by the Lord 
himself, for the edifying of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, &c. And they were to 
continue in the Church, wherever it was found, _ 
until they all come to the unity of the faith, \ 
and unto the measure of the stature of a man 
in Christ. 

Secondly, the gifts of the Spirit, which some 
call supernatural, were the powers and bless. 
ings, which pertained to that covenant, where- 
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éver it existed, among Jews or Genties, so long 

as the covenant was of force. Now, I would 
ask the world of Christendom, or either of its 
sects or parties, if they have apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers inspired, from 
on high, together with all the gifts and blessings 
of the Holy Spirit, which pertained to the 
gospel covenant? If not, then the offices and 
powers of that covenant have been lost. And 
it must be through the breaking of that cove. 
nant, that they were lost: for in this way the 
Jews lost these privileges, when they were 
handed to the Geatiles. And Paul told the 
Gentiles,-in his 11th chapter Rom. -“ That if 
they did not abide in his goodness, they would 
fall, as the Jews had done before them.” But in 
order to prove by further demonstration, that 
the gospel covenant has been broken, by Jew 
and Gentile, and all people, so as to be no longer 
in force, [ shall quote Isa. xxiv. 1, 2, 3,4,5,6._ . 
“ Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and 

maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, 
and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 
And it shall be, as with the people, so with the 
priest ; as with the servant, so with his master ; 
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as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with 
the buyer so with the seller; as with the lender, 


so with the borrower; as with the taker of 


usury, 80 with the giver of usury tohim. The 
land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: 
for the Lord hath spoken thisword. The earth 
mourneth and fadeth away, the world languish. 
eth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the 
earth do languish. The earth. also is defiled 
under the inhabitants thereof; because they 
have transgressed the laws, changed the ordi. 
nance, broken the everlasting covenant. There- 
fore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they 
that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the 


inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few 
men left.” In these few verses, we discover a 


like, calamity awaiting priests and. people, rich 
and poor, bond and free, insomuch that they are 
all to be burned up but a few, and the complaint 


thereof, because they have transgressed the 
laws, changed the ordinances, and broken the 
everlasting covenant.. Now, this. could not: be 
speaking of any other than the covenant, ordi- 
nances, and laws of the Gospel, made with the 


tbat the earth is defiled under the inhabitants 
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people, in the days of the apostles; beeause, 
however any former covenant may have been 
broken, yet the inhabitants of the earth were 
never destroyed by fire, (all but a few,) for 
having broken any previous covenant. No, this 
destruction is to come by fire, as literally as the 
flood in the days of Noah; and it will consume 
both priests and people from the earth, and that 
too for having broken the covenant of the 
Gospel, with its laws, and its ordinances; or 
else we must get a new edition of the Bible, 
leaving out the xxiv. of Isaiah. 
Now having settled this question, I trust the 
reader will see the need of a new covenant, in: 
order to save the few that are not to be burned, 
We will therefore drop this subject for the pre. 
sent, and turn again to the subject of the gather- 
ing of Israel; they will please turn and read 
the 36, 37, 38, 39 caapters of Ezekiel. In the 
36 chap. he will discover a promise, that Israel 
is to return from all the nations where they 
have been scattered, and to be brought again to. 
the land which he gave to their fathers; Jeru- 
salem is to. be filled with flocks of men, and all 
the desolate cities of Judea are to. be, rebuilt, 


= 
=. 
3 
i 3 
4 
4 
& 


72 THE FULFILMENT OF 


and the land be fenced, 
tilled, and sown, insomuch, that they should 
say, this land that was desolate, is become like 


the garden of Eden. I the Lord have spoken | 


it, and [ will do it; and the heathen shall know 
that I the Lord build the ruined places, and 
plant that, that was desolate ; so shall the waste 
cities be filled with flocks of men, and they shall 
know that I am the Lord. In the 37 chap. you 
will find, after the vision of the resurrection of 
the dead, the Prophet goes on to speak of the 


_ two nations, becoming one nation upon the > 


mountains of Israel, and one king being king to 
them all ; and when this takes place, they are no 
more to be divided into two kingdoms, any more 
at all, Moreover the Lord’s tabernacle is to be 
with them, and his sanctuary in the midst of 
them forevermore ; he will forever be their God, 
and they shall be his people; and the heathen 


are to know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, — 


when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of 


them forevermore. Now, it is a fact well known, | 


that Judah and the ten tribes have never been 


one nation, upon the mountains of Israel, since 


the day they were first divided into two nations. 
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But, when this does take place, even the very 
heathen are to know it, and are to be convinced 
of the true God,as was the case with Cyrus. 
Now, if the ‘missionaries should convert the 
world, before the Lord does this great work, 
then it will save the trouble of the Lord’s doing 
it in his own way, and it ‘will save “the trouble 
of fulfilling the Prophets, and the word of the 
Lord would fail, afid all the world lay held’ on 
infidelity. Welldid the Lord say, “my ways are 
not as your ways, nor my thoughts as your 
thoughts.”” ‘The 38th and 89th chapters, present 
us with a view of about ten nations, united un- 
der one great head, whom the Lord ’ is pleased — 
to call Gog : + and being mounted on horseback, 
and armed with all sorts of armour, they come 
up against the mountains ‘of Israel) as a cloud 
to cover the land; their object is to take a 
prey; to take away silver, and gold, and an 
and goods in great abundance. - 

And this is an ‘event which is to ‘transpire 
after the return of the Jews, and the Tebuilding 
of Jerusalem ; while’ the ew towns of the land 
of Judea are without neither bars 
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‘swallow up the Jews, and lay waste their coun. 
try, behold the Lord’s fury comes up in his face, — 
a mighty earthquake is the result, inso much 
that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
air, and all creeping things, and all men upon 
the face of the earth, shall shake at his pre-' 
sence, and every wall shall fall to the ground, 
and every man’s sword shall be turned against 
his neighbour in this army, and the Lord shall 
rain upon him, and upon his lands, and upon the 
many people that are with him, an overflowing 
rain, great hail-stones, fire and brimstone. And 
thus he will magnify himself, and sanctify him- 
self, in the eyés of many nations, and they shall 
now that he is the Lord; thus they shall fall 
upon the open field, upon the mountains of Israel, 
even Gog and all his army, horses and horse. 
men; and the Jews shall go forth and gath.. 
er, the weapons of war, such as. hand staves, — 
spears, shields, and bows. and arrows; . and 
these weapons shall last the cities. of Israel 
seven years for fuel, so that they shall cut no. 
wood out of the forest, for they shall burn the 
weapons with fire ; and they shall spoil those 
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apparel, in\grent abundance. this tinaeyshe 


fowls of the air, and the beasts of the.field,-shall- 


have a great feast ; -yea, they are to: jeat,.fat 


drunken, ‘They are to eat the flesh of captains 
and kings, and. mighty men, and all men of, war, 
But the Jews will have a very serious duty. to 
perform, which will take no. less, than: seven 
months ; namely, the burying of. their, enemies, 
They will select a place on the east of the sea, 
called the Valley of Passengers; and there shall 


Stop the noses of the passengers: thus, shall 
they cleanse the land. “ And will set’; my: 


glory’ among the heathen, and all the. heathen 
shall see. my judgment that I. 
my hand that I have: laid, upon..them 
the house of Israel shall know that,1 am the 
Lord their God, from that day forward.” “And 
the heathen shall know that thé house of Israel 
went into captivity: for ‘their iniquity, becagse 


until they be full, and drink bleod, until they, bo | 


and they shall gather gold and. silver, and 
they bury Gog and all his multitude, and |, they 
shall call it the Valley of Haman Gog, And 
} the scent shall go forth, insomuch, that. it shall 


my face from them, and gave them into the 
hand of their enemies, so fell they by the sword.”’ 
to all*their transgressions,: have I done unto 
“them, and hid my face from them; therefore 
e saith ‘the Lord God, now will I bring again 
the«captivity of Jacob;‘and have ‘mercy upon 
| _ the’whole house’ of Israel, and willbe jealous 
| name; ‘after they have borne 
| their shame, and all their trespasses, whereby 
they ‘have trespassed against me, when they 
dwelt in their own: land, noné: made them 
afraid... When I have brought them again from 
my’s lands, and am sanctified in them, in the eyes 
of many nations ; ‘then shall they know ‘that I 
a3 none of more there neither 
poured the whole house of 
Israel, saith the Lord Gc | 
are to -know,'that the house of Israel went into’ 
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and seeing them fulfilled? But blessed be God; 
he has told us by the mouth of Daniel, —_— 


captivity for their iniquity, and are gathered 
again by thehand of God, after having bornetheir 
Israel shall know that it was the Lord their God 


who caused them:to be led into captivity among 
_ the heathen, and that. he it was, that» gathered 


and defended. them, and he will hide his faceno 
O, blina, ye ye. 
generation, with the Bible circulated among all 
nations ;_ will ten whole natiofis be so blind as. 
to fulfil this prophesy, and not know it, until it 
brings destruction upon their own heads? Why 
all this blindness? Alas! it is because of false 
teachers, who tell them the Bible must be spirit. 
ualized. Others tell us that prophesies can 
this be the case, then we can never escape the 


the children of darkness, until they come-upon 
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judgments predicted in them, but must-continue ) 
us unawares, and sweep us from the earth. ‘Then . 
4 where will be the consolation of looking back . 
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shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in- 
creased, and that the wise shall — but 
none of the wicked shall understand. And now, 
I would ask, who are more wikia ‘than the 
wilfully blind leaders of the ‘blind, who tell us_ 
‘we can not: understand the Scriptures? Who- 
— ever-will look into this subject, will find that 
connected with the coming of Christ; indeed, — 
Bucharkih, in his 14th Chapter, has told us — 
cerning the same great battle and 
said in plain words, that the Lord should come 
at the very time of the overthrow of that army ; 
yes, in fact, even while they are in the act of 
half of the city” and spoiling their 
hold their long expected Messiah, suddenly stand- 
ing‘his feet upon the Mount of Olives, a little 
_ shaking, which Ezekiel describes, when every 
thing should shake'at ‘his presence, Zachariah 
says, “the Mount of Olives shall cleave in twain, 
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from east to west, and the one half of the moun. 
tain removes to the north, while the other half 
falls off to the south,” suddenly forming a very 
great valley, into which the Jewsshall flee for pro- 
tection from their:enemies, like they fled from 
_ the earthquake in the days of Uzziah, king of 
_ Judah; while the Lord cometh with all the 
_ gaints with him: then will the Jews behold that 
long, long expected Messiah, coming in power, 
to their deliverance, as they always looked for 
him. He destroys their enemies, and delivers 
them from trouble, at the very time they were 
in the utmost consternation, and about to be 
swallowed up by their enemies. But what is 
their astonishment, when as they are-about to fall 
at the feet of their Deliverer, and acknowledge — 
him as their Messiah, they discover the wounds 
which once pierced his hands and feet and side, and 
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~ on inquiry at once recognize Jesus of Nazareth, | 


the King of the Jews, the man so long rejected. 
Well did the Prophet say, they shall mourn and 
weep, every family apart, and their wives apart. . 
But, thank heaven, there will be an end to their 
mourning ; for he will forgive their iniquities, 
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Jerusalem shall be a holy city from that time — 
forth; and all the land shall be turned asa 
plain from Geba to Rimmon, and shall be lifted 
up and inhabited in her place, and men shall 
dwell there, and there shall be no more utter 
destruction of Jerusalem ; “and in that.day there 
shall be one Lord, and his name one, and he 
shall be King over all the earth.” John, in his 
11th chapter of Revelations, gives us many more 
particulars concerning this. same event. He in- © 
forms us, that after the city and temple are re- 
built by the Jews, the Gentiles (that is, Gog and 
his army,) shiall tread it under foot, forty and 
two months, during which time, there shall be 
two Prophets continually prophesying, and work - 
ing mighty miracles. And it seems that the 
Gentile army are hindered from utterly destroy - 
ing aud overthrowing the city, while their two — 
Prophets continue. But after a struggle of 
three years and a half, they at length succeed 
in destroying these two prophets, and then over- 
_ruoning much of ‘the city. They send gifts to 
each otlier, because of the death of the two pro- 
. phets, and in the mean time, will not allow their 
deadl bodies to be put in graves, but suffer them 
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to lie in the streets of Jerusalem three days and 
a half: during which the armies of Gog, con- 
sisting of many kindreds, tongues, and nations, 
(passing through the city plundering the Jews,) 
see their dead bodies, lying in the street. But 
after three days anda half, on a sudden the 
Spirit of life, from God, enters them, and they 
will arise and stand upon their feet, and great 
fear will fall upon them that see them. And 
then they hear a voice from Heaven saying, 
“¢ come up hither,” and they ascend up to Heaven 
in a cloud, and their enemies behold them. And 
having described all these thiogs, then comes 
the shaking spoken of by Ezekiel; and the 
rending of the Mount of Olives, spoken by Zacha- 
riah. John says, ‘the same hour there was a 
great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city 
fell; and in the earthquake, were slain of :men 
seven thousand.” And then one of the next 
scenes that follow, is the sound of voices, saying; 


“the: kingdoms of this world are become the — 
kingdoms of our Lord his 
reign forever and ever.” 
Now, having summed up the iaitaiel of 
the great events ‘spoken of by these three Pro- 
ES 
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phets, I would just remark, that there is no diffi. 
culty in understanding them all to be perfectly 
plain, and literal in their fulfilment. 

Suffice it to say, the Jews gather home, and 
rebuild Jerusalem. The nations gather against 
them to the battle. The armies of Gog eom- 
pass the city, and have more or less power over 
it for three yearsand a half. A couple of Jew- 
_ ish Prophets, by their mighty miracles, keep 
them from utterly overcoming the Jews, until at 
length they are slain, and the city is left ina 
great measure (o the mercy of their enemies for 
three days and a half; the two prophets rise 
from the dead, and ascend up into Heaven. The 
Messiah comes, convulses the earth, overthrows 
the army of Gog, delivers the Jews, cleanses 
Jerusalem, cuts off all wickedness from the earth, 
raises the saints from the dead, brings them 
with him, and commences his reign of a thousand 
_ years; during which fime his Spirit will be 
_ poured out upon all flesh ; men and beasts, birds 
and serpents, will be perfectly harmless, and 
peace and the knowledge of the glory of God, 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 


And the kingdom and the greatness of the king- — 
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dom under the whole heaven, be given to the 
saints of the Most High. 

During. this thousand years, Satan will be 
bound, and have no power to tempt the children 
of men, And the earth itself will be delivered 
_ from the curse which came by reason of the fall. 
- The rough places will become smooth; the 

barren deserts fruitful ; the mountaihs levelled; 
the valleys exalted ; the thorn and thistle shall 
no more be found, but all the earth shall yield 
her increase in abundance to the saints of God. 
But after the thousand years are ended, then 
shall Satan be loosed, and shall go out to deceive 
the nations which dwell in the four quarters of 
_ the earth, to gather them to battle, and to»bring 
them up to battle against the camp of the saints. 
“Then the great and last struggle takes place 
between God and Satan, for the empire of the 
earth. Satan and his army are overthrown. 
And after these great things, comes the end 
of the earth; the restriction of the wicked and — 
the last judgment. And there shall be a new 
earth and a new Heaven, for the former earth and 
the former heaven have passed away, that is, 
they will be to eternal, 
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and made fit for the abode of immortals. Then 
cometh Jerusalem down from-God, out of Hea- 
ven, having been renewed, as well as the heavens» 
and the earth. For said he, “ behold I make 
all things new.” This new city, placed upon 
the new earth, with the Lord God and the Lamb 
in the midst, seems to be man’s eternal abode, 
insomuch that after ajl our longings for a.place 
beyond the bounds of time and space, (as saith 
the poet,) we are at last brought to our common 
senses, and given to understand, that man is 
destined forever to inherit this self same planet, 
upon which he was first created ; it being re. 
deemed, sanctified, renewed, and purified, and 
prepared as an eternal inheritance of immor. — 
tality and eternal life, with the Holy City for 
its capital, the throne of God in the midst, for 
its seat of government; and watered with a 
stream clear as chrystal, called the Waters of 
Life, issuing from the throne of Jehovah; while 
either side is adorned with trees of never fading 
beauty. “Blessed are they that do his com- — 
mandments, that they may have a right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
ipto the city.” By this time, we begin. to under. 
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stand the —e" the Saviour. “ Blessed are the 


meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” And 
also the song which John heard in Heaven, 
which ended thus: “We shall reign on the 
earth.”’—Reader, do not be startled ; suppose you 
were to be caught up into Heaven, there to stand 
with the redeemed, of every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people, and join them in singing ; 
and to your astonishment, all ‘Heaven is filled 
with joy, while they tune the immortal lyre, i in 


joyful anticipation of one day reigning on the 


earth—a planet now under the dominion of 
Satan, the abode of wretchedness and misery, 
from which your-glad spirit had just taken its 


flight, and as you\supposed an everlasting 


well. You might perhaps be startled for a mo- 
ment, and inquire within yourself, why have I 
never heard this theme sung among the churches 


onearth. Well, my friend, the answer would 
_ be, because you lived in a day when people 


did not understand the Scriptures. Abraham 
would tell you, you should have read the prom. 


ise of God to him, Gen. xvii. 8., where God 


not only promised the land of Canaan to his sced 


for an everlasting possession, but also to him. © 
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Then you should have read the testimony of 
Stephen, Acts vii. 5, by which you would have 
ascertained that Abraham never had inherited 
that promise, but was still expecting to rise from 
the dead, and be brought into the land of Cana- 
an to inherit it. “Yes,” says Ezekiel, “ if you 
had read the 37th chapter of my Prophesies, 
you would have found a positive promise that 
God would open the graves of the whole house 
of Israel, who were dead, and gather up their 
dry bones, and put them together, each to its 
own proper place, and even clothe them again 
with flesh, sinews, and skin, and put his spirit in 
them, and they should live; and then, instead of 
being caught up to Heaven, they should be 
brought into the land of Canaan, which the Lord 
gave to them, and they should inherit it.” But 
still astonished, you might turn to Job, but Job, 
surprised to find one unacquainted with so plain a 
subject, would exclaim, “did you never read my 
19th chapter, from the 23d. to the 27th verses, 
where I declare, I wish mv words were printed 
in a book, saying that my Redeemer would 
stand on the earth in the latter day, and that I 
should see him in the flesh, for myself, and not 
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another ; though worms should destroy this 
body.” Even David, the sweet singer of Israel, 
wou!d call to your mind his 37th Psalm, where 
he repeatedly declares that the meek. shall in- 
herit the earth forever after the wicked are. cut 
off from the face thereof. And last of all, to 
set the matter forever at rest, the voice of the 
Saviour would mildly fall upon your ear in his - 
sermon on the mount, declaring emphatically, 
“ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 
the earth.” ‘Tothese things you would answer, 
I have read them all, but was always taught 
to believe that they did not mean so, (although 
they declare these things plainly,) therefore I 
_ never understood until now. Let me go and 
tell priests and people, what wonders have 
_ opened to my view since my arrival here, mere- 
ly from having heard one short song. It is 
true I have heard much of the glories of Heaven 
described on earth by our priests, but never 
once thought of their rejoicing in anticipation of 
returning to the earth.—Says the Saviour, “they 
have Moses and the Prophets, if they will not be- 
lieve them, neither would they believe — 
one should rise from the dead.” 
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We will now return to the subject of the 
coming of Messiah, and the ushering in of that 
glorious day, called the Millenium, or rest of a_ 
thousand years. We gather from the field of 
prophesy, through which we have passed, first, 
that that glorious day will be ushered in by the 
personal coming of Christ and the resurrection 
- of all the saints. Second, we learn that all the 
wicked will be destroyed from the carth, by 
overwhelming judgments of God, and by fire at 
_ the time of his coming, insomuch that the earth 
wili be cleansed by fire from its wicked inhabi- 
- tants—like it once was by water; and that 
burning, will include priests as well as people : 
all but a few shall be burned. And more espe- 
cially applies to the fallen church, than ‘to the 
heathen or Jews, whom they are now trying to 
convert. “Wo unto you, Gentiles, who cal] your- 
selves the people of the Lord, but have made void 
the law of God by your tradition ; for in vain do’ 
you call Lord, Lord, and do not the things which — 
Jesus commanded ; in vain do ye worship him, 
teaching for doctrines, the commandments of 
men.” Behold, the sword of vengeance hangs 
over you, and except you repent, it shall soon 
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fall upon you, and it shall be more tolerable in 
that day for the Jews and heathen, than for you. — 
Behold, ye flatter yourselves that the glorious 
day spoken of by the prophets, will be ushered 
in by your modern inventions and mé@neyed 
plans, which are got up: in order to convert the 

ciples now existing among yourselves, and you 
expect when this is deneyto behold a Millen- 
ium after your own heart. But. the Jews and 
heathen never will be converted as a people to 
any other plan than that laid down in the Bible, 
for the great restoration of Israel. And you 
yourselves are labouring under a broken-cove. — 
nant, and ripening for the fire as fast as possible. 
But do not count me your enemy because I tell 
you the truth, for God is my witness that I love 
your soul’s welfare too well, to keep back’ any 
truth from you, however severe it may seem, 
for the wounds of a friend are better than the 
kisses of an enemy. But now concerning the — 
sigas of the. times, the inquiry often arises, when 
be when these things shall come to pass? | am 
often asked the question whether it is near ef 
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hand ; | will therefore tell you all, whereby you 
may know of your ownselves, (and not be de. 
pendent on the knowledge ase: when it is 
= even at the doors. 
istien when they begin to shoot forth their leaves, 
ye know of your ownselves that summer is nigh 
at hand ; and so likewise when ye shall see great 
earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and plagues of 
every kind ; the sea breaking beyond its bounds, 
and all things in commotion; the nations dis- 
tressed with perplexity ; men’s hearts failing — 


them for fear, and for looking for the things 

which are coming ont he earth—when you see 

| signs in the heavens above, and in the earth be- 

| 1 neath, blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke ; the 

= sun turned to darkness, the moon to blood, and 

i! stars hurled from their courses—when you see 
the Jews gathering to Jerusalem, and the armies 

1} of the nations gathering against them to battle— 

: you may know with a perfect knowledge, that 

| | his coming is near, even atthe doors. “ Verily, 
pass away until all shall be fulfilled.” Heaven 
shall. pass away, but not one-word of 
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ai] that the Lord has. spoken by the mouth ofall 
_ his holy prophets and apostles shall fail. Who. - 
ever will look fo the word of the prophet, and 
to the sayings of Jesus Christ, on this subject, 
the same will be convinced that all the sigas.of 
which I have spoken, are clearly pointed out as 
the signs of his coming. But, notwithstanding 
all these things are written, yet his coming will 

overtake the world unawares, as the flood. did as 
the people, in the days of Noah. The reason 
is, they will not understand the prophets. They 
will not endure sound doctrine; their ears are 
turned away from the truth, and turned to fables, 
because of false teachers and the precepts. of 
men; and what.is still. worse, when God sends 
men with the new and everlasting covenant, and 
clothes them with boldness to testify to the truth, 
they will be treated as the servants of God have 
been before them by the fallen churches, every 
church will cleave to their own way, and: will 
unite in saying there is ‘no need of these new 


things, the good old way is.right, while: at the 


ways as there are sects, and only agreed in 
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‘against the fishers and hunters, whom God shall 
im every sect who are humbly seeking the truth, 
and who will know the voice of truth, and be 
_gathered out and planted in the new and ever- 
lasting covenant, and they will be’ adopted into 
the family of Israel, and will be gathered with 
them, and be partakers of the same covenant of 
promise. Yea, as Jeremiah says, in the 16th 
chapter of his prophesies, “ The Gentiles shall 
‘come unto thee from the ends of the earth, and 
shall say, surely our fathers have inherited lies, 
vanities, and things wherein there is no profit.” 
But as the Jews overlooked his first coming, by 
not understanding the prophets, and fastening 
their whole expectations on his glorious coming 
in ‘the last days, to restore the kingdom ‘to Israel, 
and avenge them of their enemies; and by this 
mistake were broken and scattered ‘so the 
Gentiles will overlook the prophesies“ yncern- 
ing his second coming, by confounding them 

| the last is to. “take place 
mistake, causing the Gen. 

tiles to’ be broken and scattered, will cause them 
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QO! my brethren according to the flesh, my 


_a trumpet, I would cry; awake, awake, and 
arouse from your long slumbers, for the time is 
fulfilled, your destruction is at the ddor; “ For 
I have heard from the Lord God of Hosts, a 
Consumption, even determined upon the whole 
earth.” Prepare tomeet your God! And again, 
awake, O! house of Israel, and lift up your: 
heads, for your redemption draweth nigh = yea, 
Depart ye, Depart ye, go. ye out: frem thence, 
gather home from your long dispersion ; Tre- 
build you cities; yea, go ye out from the nations, 
from one end of heaven to the other ;!-but. let. 
not your flight be in haste, for the Lord shall 
go before you, and the God of Israel shall be 
your réar reward. And finally, I would say to all, 
for the great day of the Lord: is at hand : for if” 
I, who. ag a man, do lift up my voice, dnd call. 
upon you to repent, and ye hate me, whatwili 
you say when the day cometh, when’ the-thun.' 


the Lord.” Yea, again, when the lightsings 


soul mourns over you; and™had I a voice like 
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shall streak forth from the east unto the west, 
live, and make the ears of all that hear to tingle, 
saying these words, Repent ye, for the great 
day of the Lord is come. And again, the Lord 
shall utter his voice out of Heaven, saying, 
“.Hearken, O ye nations of the earth, and hear 
nations of the earth, how often would I have 
gathered you together as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, but ye would not.” 
“« How often have I called upon you by the mouth 
of: my servants, and by the ministering of 
gels,‘and by mine own voice, and by the voice — 
a of thunderings, and by the voice of lightenings, 
| and by: the great sound of a ‘trump, and by the 
bat-youwould not.” “ Behold theday has come, 
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CHAPTER MI. 
“THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


«Seek. first.the. kingdom of God, ” was 
command of the Saviour while on the parti; 
teaching the children of men. 

. Having taken a general view of the Prophé. 
sies Past and Future—we will now proceed to 
fulfil this command, and search out the kingdom 
of God. But before we proceed, I would again 
caution the reader not to proceed" with me in 
this research, unless he is prepared to sacrifice 
every thing, even to his good name, and ‘his life 
itself, if necessary, as.a sacrifice for the truth ; 
for if}he should once get a view ofthe kingdom 
of God, he will be so delighted as never to rest 
satisfied short of becoming a citizen of the same. 
And yet it will be so unlike every other system? 
of. religion now on earth, that he will “be ‘aston. 
ished-that any person with the Bible in his hand, 
should ever bave mistaken any of the systems 
of men, for the kingdom of God: Now’ there 
are certain powers, privileges, and blessings, 
to the kingdom of God, which ‘are 


found other kin nor. enjoyed, by 
anyother people. be these things it was 
ever distin from ait” other ki and 


systems, insomuch that the inquiring mind, ‘who 
is seeking the kingdom of God, being once ac- 
quainted with these peculiarities concerning it, 
Ep need never mistake or be at a loss to know when 
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he has found it. But before we proceed any 
farther in our research, let us agree upon the 
meaning of the term, or the sense in which we 
will use it; for some apply this term to the 
kingdom of Glory above, and some to the indi- 
vidual enjoyments of their own souls, while oth- 
ers apply it to his organized government on the 
earth. Now when we speak of the kingdom of 
God, we wish to be understood as speaking of 
his organized government on the earth. _ 
Now reader, we launch forth into the wide 
field before us, in.search of a kingdom. But 
stop, let us consider what isa kingdom? I re- 
ply. that four things are required in order to 
constitute any kin in Heaven or on earth: 
Namely, first, a king; second, commissioned 
officers duly qualified to execute his ordinances 
laws; thiedly,. a code of laws, by which 
the citizens are governed ; and fourthly, subjects 
who are governed. Now, where these exist in 
their- proper order and authority, there 
is a kingdom : but where either of these cease 
to exist, there is a di tion of the king- 
dom, consequently an ool of the kingdom; until 
re-organized after the same manner as before. 
Now in this respect, the kingdom of Goff is like 
all; other. kingdoms: wherever we find officers 
duly commissioned and qualified by the Lord 
Jesus, together with his ordinances and laws 
—s in purity, unmixed with any precepts 
ts of men ; there the kingdom 
| of God exists, and there his power is manifest, — 
and his blessings enjoyed as indaysofold. —_ 
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We shall now take a view of the commence. 
ment of the.setting up of the kingdom of God in 
the days of the Apostles. The first intimation 
of its near approach was by an angel to Zacha- 
riah, promising him a Son, who should go be- 
fore the king to prepare’ his way. The next 
manifestation wasto Mary, and finally toJoseph, - 
oy an holy angel, promising the birth of the 

essiah ; while at the same time the Holy 
Ghost manifested unto Simeon in the temple, 
that he should‘ not die until he had seen the 


Saviour. Thus, all these; together with the 
shepherds and the wise men from the east, began 


to rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, while the world around them knew not 
the occasion of their joy. “After these things,’ 
all seemed to rest’ in silent expectation, un-. 
til John had: grown to: manhood, when the. 
came bounding from the wilderness of Judea 
with a proclamation strange and new; crying, 
repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is: at 
hand, baptizing unto repentance, telling them 
plainly that their king was already standing’ 
among them on the point of setting up his king.’ 
dom. And while he yet ministered, the Messiah’ 
came, and was baptized and sealed with the 
Spirit of ‘God, which rested upon him in the form’ 
of a dove; and soon after, he began the same 
proclamation as John, saying, “ Repent: ye, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” And soon 
after choosing twelve disciples, he sent them 
forth into all the cities of Judea, with the same 
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hand; and after them he sent seventy, and still 
another seventy, with the same news, so that all — 
might be well ‘warned and prepared for a king- | 
dom, which was soon to be organized among 
them. But when these things had produced the 
_ desired effect, in causing a general expectation, 
- more especially in the hearts of his disciples, 
who daily expected to triumph over their perse- 
cutors, by the coronation of this glorious person. 
age, while they themselves were hoping for a 
reward of all their toil and sacrifices made for 
his sake; by being exalted to dignity near his 
hat must have been their disappoint-. 
ment,: ‘when they saw their king taken and cru-. 
cified, being’ :mocked, derided, ridiculed, and. 
finally, overcame and triumphed over both by: 
Jew and Gentile?» They would gladly have 
died in battle, to have placed him upon the 
throne. But tamely to submit without.a struggle, — 
to.give up all their expectations, and sink in 
despair, from the highest pitch of enthusiasm to. 
the. lowest degradation, was more than they — 
could well endure. They shrunk back insorrow, 
and turned every man unto his net, or to their 
several occupations, supposing all wag over ; 
probably with reflections like these: is this the 


result.of all. our Jabours?.was it for this, we 


forsook all..worldly objects,-our friends, our 
houses, and lands, suffering persecution, hunger, 
fatigue, and disgrace ?—and we trusted it should 
have been he, who would have delivered Israel ; 
but.alas, they have killed him, and all is over. 
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expectation through all J udea,. by telling them 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand, but now 
our king 1 is dead, how shall we dare to look the 
people in the face. With these reflections, each 
pursuing his own course, all was again turaed 
to silence, and the voice had ceased to be heard 
in. Judea, crying, repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. Jesus slept in the arms of 
death; a great stone with the seal of state 
secured the tomb where he lay, while the Ro- 
man, guard stood in watchful silence, to see that 
all was kept secure; when suddenly from the 
regions of glory, a mighty angel descended, at 
whose presence the soldiers fel) back as dead 
men, while he rolled the stone from the door of 
the sepulchre, and the Son of God awoke from 
hia slumbers, burst the bonds of death, and soon 
afier appearing to Mary;.he sent her to the dis- 
ciples, with the joyful news of his resurrection, 
and appointing-a place to meet them. When, 
aftér seeing him, all their sorrow was turned 
into joy,and all their former hopes were sudden. 
ly revived, they were no. longer to. cry, ae 
tingdom.of heaven is-at hand, but were to 
at Jerusalem, until the kingdom, was establi 
and. they. prepared. to: unlock the door: of the 
kingdom, and to adopt strangers.and foreigners 
into it ag legal citizens, by certain 
laws and ordinances, which were.invariably the _ 
laws of adoption; without which no man could — 
ever become a citizen. . Having ascended. up on 
high, and having been crowned with all powers 
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disciples and gives them their authority, sayin : 
unto them, “Go ye into all the world, 
oie the gospel to every creature; he that 
ieveth and is baptized’shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned: and these 
signs shall follow them’ ‘that believe: in my 
‘Dame shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents ; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shali: lay hands on the sick 
and they shall recover.”—Mark xvi., 15, 16, | 
17,18. Now, I wish the reader never to pass — 
this commission, until he understands it, because, 
‘when once understood, he never need mistake 
thé kingdom of God, but will at once discover 
those peculiarities, which ‘were forever to dis- 
tinguish it from all other kingdoms or religious 
systems on earth: and lest he should niisunder- 
stand, we will analyze it, and look at’ each part 
‘carefally: in ‘its own proper light:—first, they 


were to preach the gospel, (or in other words, 
the glad tidings of a crucified and risen Re- 


deemer) to all the world; second; he that 
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be” ‘saved 3 ‘thi 
he that did not believe what they - reached, 
should be damned; and fourth, these signs shall 
follow them that believe—firet, they are to cast 
out devils ; ‘second,’ to apenk ‘with new tongues ; 
third, to take up ; fourth, if they’ drink 
any deadly thing, it it shall not hurt them ; fifth, 
they were to lay hands on the tick; and wry 
should recover. = 
“Now it is wilful blindness, or ignorance ofthe 
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English language, that has ever caused any 
misunderstanding here. For some do tell us 
that those signs were only to follow the apostles ; 
and others tell us that they were only to follow 
believers of that age. But Christ places the 
preaching, the believing, the salvation, and the 
signs that were to follow, all on an-equal foot- 
ing; where one was limited, the other must be ; 
where one ceased, the other died. And if the 
language limits these signs to the apostles, it 
limits faith and salvation also to them. — And if 
no others were to have these signs follow them, 
then no others were to believe, and no others 
were to be saved: again, if the language limits 
these signs to the first age or ages of Christianity, 
then it limits salvation‘to the first ages of Chris. 
tianity ; for one is precisely as much limited as 
the other; and where one is in force, the other 
is—and where one ends, the other must stop. 
And as well might we say preaching the gospel 
_ is no longer needed ; faith is no longer needed ; 
salvation is no longer needed ; they were only | 
te at first to establish the gospel: as to say 
ese signs are no longer necessary, they were ~ 
only given to establish the gospel. But says 
the astonished reader, have not these signs 
ceased from among men? I reply, prove that 
they have ceased, and it will prove that the 
gospel has ceased to be preached, and that men 
have ceased to believe and be saved, and the 
world without the kingdom of God; or else it 
- “will prove that Jesus Christ was an impostor, 
and his promises of no effect. 
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Now, having analyzed and understood this 
commission, let us still pursue the subject of the 
_ organization of the kingdom of God, in the days 
of the apostles. The Saviour having given 
_ them their authority, commands them to tarry, 

and not undertake their mission, until they were 

endowed with power from on high. But wh 

this delay? because no. man was ever qualified, 
or ever wil] be, to preach that gospel, and teach 
all things whatsoever Jesus commanded them, 
without the Holy Ghost; and a very different 
Holy Ghost too, from the one now enjoyed by 
men whd are not inspired: for the Holy Ghost 
of which Jesus spake, would guide into all truth, 
bring all things to remembrance, whatsoever he 
had said unto them, and show them things to 
-come—not to mention that it would enable them 
to speak in all the languages of the earth.— 
Now a man who preaches, needs that Holy 
Ghost.very much ; first, to guide into all truth, 
that he may know what to teach; second, to 
strengthen his memory, lest he might neglect to 
teach some of the things which was coi l 
them; and third, he needs to know things to 
come, and that would constitute him a_ prophet, 
so that he might forewarn them of approaching’ 
er. From this, the reader may see how 
careful Jesus was, that none should preach his 
gospel without the Holy Ghost. And he may 
also learn how different the Spirit of Truth 
is, from the spirits now abroad in the earth, 
deceiving the world, under the name of the Holy 
Ghost. If the churches of the present day 
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have the Holy Ghost, why are they so much at 
a loss to understand truth ? why do they walk in 
so many hundred different ways and doctrines ? 
And I inquire, why do they need whole libra. 
ries of sermons, tracts, divinities, debates, argu. 
ments and opinions, all written by the wisdom — 
of men, without even professing to be inspired ? 
Well doth the Lord complain, saying, “ their 
fear towards me is taught by the precepts of 
men.” But to return—the es tarried at 
Jerusalem, until endowed with power, and then 
they commenced to proclaim the gospel. {hci 
ere we have discovered several things to. — 
wards a kingdom ; Ist. we have found a king, 
crowned at the right hand of God; to whom is | 
all power in heaven and inearth; 2d, 
we have found officers commissioned, and duly 
qualified to administer the laws and ordinances 
of that kingdom ; 3d. the laws by which they 
were to be governed, were, all things whatso. 
ene Jesus had commanded his disciples to teach 

em. 

now if we can find how men became 
citizens of that ki I mean as to the rules 
of adoption, then we have found the kingdom of 
God in that age, and shall be very much dissat- 
isfied with every thing in our own age, profeg- 
sing to be the kingdom. of God, which is not 
according to the pattern, 
_ It happened that there were no natural born 
subjects of that kingdom; for beth Jew and 
Gentile were incl in sin and unbelief; and 
none could be citizens without the law of adop- 
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tion, and all that believed on the name of the 
king, had power to be adopted ; but there was 
but one invariable rule or plan by which they. 
were adopted ; and all that undertook to claim 
citizenship in any other way whatever, were 
counted thieves and robbers, and could never ob- 
tain the seal of adoption. This rulewas laid down 
in the Suviour’s; teaching to Nicodemus, nam: ly, 

“except a ma be born of water (that is, bap- 
tized in water) and of the Spirit, (that is baptiz- 
ed with the Spirit,) he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. 

- Now to Peter were given the keys of the 
kingdom ; therefore it was his duty to open the 
kingdom to Jew, and also to Gentile. We will 
therefore carefully examine the manner in which 
he did adopt the Jews into the kingdom, at the 
day of Pentecost. 

Now when the multitude came running to- 
gether on the day of Pentecost, the apostle 
Peter standing up with the eleven, lifted his 
voice and reasoned with them from the Scrip. 
tures, testifying of Jesus Christ, and his resur- 
rection and ascension up on high—insomuch that 
many became convinced of the truth, and in- 
quired what they should do. Now understand, 
these were not Christians; but they were peo. — 
ple who were that moment convinced that Jesus 
was the Christ, and because they were con- 
vinced of this fact, they inquired, what shall we 
do? Then Peter said unto them, “repent and 
be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and you 
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shall teceive the gift of the Holy Ghost; for the 
promise is unto ‘you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.” But, kind reader, do you 
understand this proclamation? if you do, you 
will see that this gospel is not preached by any 
of the’ priests of this day: Let us ‘therefore 
analyze and examine it, sentence by sentence. 
You recollect they already believed, and the 
next thing was for them to. repent : fivet, faith, 
second, repentance, third, baptism, fourth, remis- 


sion of sins, fifth, the Holy Ghost, was the order 


of the gospel. © ‘Faith gave the power to become 
sons or citizens ; repentance and baptism in his 
name, was the obedience through which they 
were adopted ; and the Holy Spirit of promise 
was the seal of their adoption, and this’ they 
were sure to receive if they would obey. Now, 
reader, where do you hear such preaching in 
our day ? Who teaches that those who believe 
and repent, should be baptized, and none others ? 
Perhaps the reader may say the baptists do ; 
but do they call upon men to be baptized as 
soon as they believe’and repent? Be assured, 
kind reader, they do not: and moreover, do 


they promise them the remissiog; of sins, with | 
the gift of the Holy Ghost? - Recollect now, 


what effect the Holy Ghost has°upon people 
who receive it. It will guide them into all truth, 


strengthen the memory, and show them things 
to come. And Joel said, if.would cause them 


to ‘dream dreams, to:see” visions, and pro- 
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gospel like this preached among men? Would 
men go mourning for weeks upon weeks, with- 
_ the. forgiveness of sins, or the comfort of the 
Spirit, if Peter stood among us, to tell pre- 
sinaly how to get such blessings? Now what 
mee? you think of a camp-meeting, where 
three-thousand men should come forward.to be 
prayed for? and one of the ministers should 
(Peter-like,) command. them every one to re- 
pent and be baptized for the remission of sins, 
promising that all who obeyed, should receive 
the remission of sins, and the gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, which should cause them to dream 
dreams.,and prophesy ; and then should arise 
with his brethren of the same calling, and the 
same hour commence baptizing, and continue 
until they had baptized them all; and.the Holy 
Ghost should fall upon them, ‘and they begin to 
see visions, speak in other tongues, and prophesy. 
Would not the news go. abroad far and wide, 
that .a new. doctrine had mae its appearance, 
quite. different from any new. practised 
among men?. O yes, reader, this to be 
gure would be something new, and very strange - 
to all-of us. Well, strange as it may. seem, 
it: is the gospel,.as preached by Peter on the 
day of Pentecost: and Paul declares that he 
pevnaee the same gospel that Peter did; and 
also said, “though we, or an angel "from 
any other gospel, let him be 
| »ihe reader need no be 
signs do not ‘Pollow 
them that believe some other gospel or do 
different from that preached by the apostles. 
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. But. now let us return. to the kingdom of God. 
organized in the days of the apostles; you dis- 
cover that three thousand persons were udopted. 
into the kingdom the first day the door was 
opened. These, together with the numerous 
additions which were afierwards made, were the 
subjects of this kingdom; which, being; fitly, 
framed together, grew unto a holy temple in the 
Lord. Thus we have cleared away the rubbish 
of sectarian tradition and superstition, which — 
arose in heaps around. us; and having searched 
carefully, we have at length discovered the — 

of God, as it existed at its first. organi- 
zation, in the days of the and we. have 
seen that it differs widely from all modern. sys- 
tems of religion, both in its officers, ordinances, 
powers, and privileges, insomuch, that no man 
ever mistake the.one for the other... 

Having. made this discovery, we shall pro- 

ceed to examine the progress of that kingdom, . 
among Jew and Gentile; and what, were. its 
fruits, and. what were its gifts, and blessings en. 
joyed by its citizens—soon after the organiza. 
tion. of the kingdom of God at Jerusalem 1 
Philip came to Samaria, and there preached the 
gospel; and when they believed Philip, they 
were baptized both men and women, and had 
great joy. And afterwards Peter and John came 
from Jerusalem, and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 
Mark’ here, they first believed, and then were 
baptized, having os JOY, and yet had not re- 
the Ghost. t that was given 
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afterwards, by the laying on of hands and prayer, 
in the name of Jesus. Oh, how different from 
the systems of men! Witness Paul’s conversion 
while on his journey to Damascus; the Lord 
Jesiis appeared to him in the way, but instead 
of telling him his sins were forgiven, and pouring 
. the Holy Ghost upon him, he sent him to Da. 
mascus, telling him, that it should there be told 
him what he should do. | And coming to Damas. 
cus, Ananias being sent, commanded him not to 
tarry, but said unto him, “ arise and be baptized, 
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of 
the Lord :” then he arose, and was baptized, 
and was even filled with the Holy Ghost—and 
straightway preached that Jesus was the Christ. 
Again, witness Peter going to Cornelius, a 
tile of great piety, whose prayers were 
, and whose alms were remembered, and 
_ who had even attained to the ministering of an 
’ angel; yet with all his piety, and the Holy 
Ghost pouréd 6ut upon him, and his friends, be- 
fore they were baptized, yet they must be bap- 
tized, or they could not besaved. Why? be. 
cause the Lord had commanded the apostles to — 
to every creature, and every creature 
who would not believe, and be baptized, should 
be damned, without one exception. Witness 
the words of the angel to Cornelius. “He, 
_ (Peter) shall tell you words, whereby thou and all 
thy house should be saved.” Now, query, could 
Cornelius have been saved without obeyipg the 
words of Peter! if so, the angel’s errand was in 
vain. Recollect, Peter commanded them to be’ 
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baptized. Now methinks, that a minister who 
should find a man as good as Cornelius was, 
would say to him, go on brother, you can be 
saved, you have experienced religion, you may 
indeed be baptized to answer a good conscience, 
if you feel it your duty, or if nof it is no mat. 
ter, a new heart is all that is really necessary 
to salvation, &c. As much as to say, that the 
commandments of Jesus are not absolutely ne- 
cessary to salvation; a man may call him Lord, 
Lord, ani be saved, just as well as to keep his » 
commandments. O vain and foolish doctrine; 
O ye children of men, how have you perverted 
the Gospel ; in vain do ye call him Lord, Lord, 
and do not obey his.commands. 

Next, we call to mind the Jailor, and his 
household, who were baptized the same hour 
_ they believed, without waiting for the day. And 
Lydia and her household, who attended to the 
ordinance, the first sermon they heard on the 
subject. 

Also, Philip and the Eunuch, who stopped the 
chariot, at the first water they came to, in order 
to attend to the ordinance, while a few minutes 
before was the first that he had heard of Jesus, 
Now,,.I gather from all those examples of ancient 
days, and from the precepts laid down in them, 
that baptism was. the initiating ordinance, by 
which all those who believed and repented were 
received and adopted into the church or king- 

dom of God, so as to be entitled to the remission 
of sins, and the blessings of the Holy Ghost ; 
indeed it was the ordinance through which they. 
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became sons and daughters; and because they 
were sons, the Lord shed forth the spirit of his 
Son into their hearts, crying Abba, Father. It 
is true, the Lord poured out the Holy Ghost, 
upon Cornelius and his friends, before they 
were baptized; but it seemed necessary in 


order to convince the believing Jews, that the 


Gentiles also had part in this salvation. And I 
believe, this is the only instance in the whole re- 
cord, of the people receiving the Holy Ghost, 
without first obeying the laws of adoption. But, 


mark ! Obeying the laws of adoption, would not 


constitute a man, an heir of the kingdom, a 
citizen entitled to the blessings, and gifts, of the 
Spirit, unless these laws, and ordinances, were 
administered, by one who had proper authority, 
and was duly commissioned from the King ; 
and a commission given to one individual, could 
never authorize another, to act in his stead. 
This is one of the most important points to be 
understood, as it brings to the test, every minis- 
ter in Christendom ; and questions the organiza- 
tion, of every church on earth, and all that have 
@xisted, since direct inspiration ceased. Now, 
in order to come at this subject in plainness ; let 
us examine the constitution of earthly govern- 
ments, in regard to the authority and laws of 
adoption. We will say, for instance, the Presi- 


dent of the United States writes a commission 


to A. B. ; duly authorizing him, to act in some 
office in the government, and during his admi- 


nistration ; two gentlemen from Europe, came 


to reside in this country, and being strangers, 
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and foreigners, wishing to become citizens, they 
go before A. B., and he administers the oath of 
allegiance in due form, and certiftes the same, 
and this constitutes them legal citizens, entitled 
_ to-all the privileges of natural born citizens, or 
subjects. 


_ After these things, A. B. is taken away by — 


death, and C. D. in looking over his papers, 
happens to find the commission given to A. B., 
and applying it to his own use, assumes the 
vacant office ; mean time, two foreigners arrive 
_ and apply for citizenship, and being informed by 

rsons ignorant of the affairs of government, 
that C. D. could administer the laws of adoption, 
they submit to be administered unto by C. D., 
without once examining his authority; C. D. 
certifies of their citizenship, and they suppose 
they have been legally adopted, the same as the 
others, and are entitled to all the privileges of 
citizenship. But by and«by, their citizenship 
is called in question, and they produce the cer- 


tificate of C. D.; the President inquires who 
is C. D., 1 never gave him a commission to.act 
in any office, [ know him not, and you are 
strangers and foreigners to the commonwealth, — 


until you go before the legally appointed suc- 
cessor of A. B., or some other of like authority, 
who has a commission from the President, direct 
in his own name. In the mean time, C. D. is 
taken and punished according to law, for prac. 
tising imposition, ‘and usurping authority, which 
was never conferred upon him. And so it is 
with the kingdom of 
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The Lord authorized the apostles and others 
by direct Revelation, and by the spirit of Pro- 
phesy ; to preach and baptize, and build up his 
church and kingdom; .but after a while they 
died, and a long time passed away, and men 
reading over their commission, where it says to 
_ the eleven apostles; “Go ye into all the world 

and preach the Gospel to every creature, &c.” 
—they have had the presumption to apply these 
sayings as their authority, and without any 
other commission, have gone forth professing to 
preach the Gospel, and baptize, and build up 
the church and kingdom of God; but those 
whom they baptize never receive the same 
blessings, and gifts, which characterized a saint 
or citizen of the kingdom, in the days of the 
apostles. Why? because they are yet foreign- 
ers and strangers, for the commission given to 
the apostles, never commissioned any other man 
to act in their stead. This was a prerogative 


the Lord reserved unto himself. No man has 


a right to take this ministry upon himself, but 
him that is called by Revelation, and duly quali- 
fied to act in his calling, by the Holy Ghost. 
But the reader inquires with astonishment— | 
what! is none of all the ministers of the pre- 
sent day called to the ministry, ‘and legally 
commissioned? Well, my reader, I will tell you 
how you may ascertain from their own mouths, 
and that will be far better than for me to 
answer; go to the clergy and ask them if God 
has given any direct Revelation, since the New 
Testament was finished ; inquire of them whe- 
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ther the gift of prophesy ceased with the early 
age of the church ; and in short ask them if re- 
velations prophets the ministering of angels, &c., ; 
are needed or expected in these days, or 
whether they believe that these things are done 
away, no more to return to the earth; and 
their answer will be, the Bible contains suffi- 
cient, and since the Canon of Scripture was full, 
Revelation has ceased, the Spirit of Prophesy 
has ceased, and the ministering of angels has 
ceased, because, no longer needed; and in short 
they will denounce every man as an impostor 
who pretends to any such thing, and when. you 
have obtained this answer, ask them, how they 
themselves were called and commissioned to 
preach the gospel, and they will be at a loss to 
answer you, and will finally tell you the Bible 
commissioned them; saying, go ye into all the 
world, &c. ‘Thus you see, all who have no 
direct revelation from the King of Heaven to 
themselves, neither by angels, nor by the voice 
_of.God, nor by the Spirit of Prophesy: are act- 
ing under authority which was given to others, 
who are dead, and their commission stolen, and 
their authority usurped ; and the king will say, 
Peter [ know, and Paul I know, I commissioned 
them, but who are you? | know you not, I never 
spoke to you in my life, indeed you believed it 
was not necessary for me to'speak in your day. 
Therefore you never sought in faith for any 
Revelation, and I never gave you any, and even 
when I spoke to others you mocked them, and 
called them impostors, and persecuted them, be. 
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cause they testified of the things, I had said unto 
them; “ Therefore depart from me ye cursed, — 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his angels, for I was an hungered, and ye fed 
me not, 1 was naked, and ye clothed me not, I 
was a stranger, and ye took me not in, sick and © 
in prison, and ye visited me not.” Ah! Lord, 
when did we fail in any of these things? Inas- 
much as you have not done it unto the least of 
these, my brethren, (taking them for impostors, 
because they testified of the things which I had 
revealed unto them,) ye have not done it unto 
me. But to return ; having examined the king- 
dom of God, as to its offices, authorities, laws, 
- and ordinances, and having discovered the only 
means of being adopted into it, let us examine 
more fully, what are the blessings, privileges, 
and enjoyments of its citizens. You have 
already seen, that they were to cast out devils, 
speak with new tongues, heal the sick by the 
laying on of hands in the name of Jesus, as 
well as to see visions, dream dreams, pro. 
phesy, &c. 

But let us look at the kingdom in its organ. 
ized state, and see whether these promises 
were verified to Jew and Gentile, wherever the 
kingdom of God was found in all ages of the | 
world. | 
Paul, writing, first, to the church of God at 
Corinth ;. second, to them that are sanctified in ~ 
Christ Jesus; third, to them who are called to 
be saints ; and fourth, to all that in every place 
that call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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both theirs and ours.—He says to them all, 
in 1Cor. xii. 1.; “Now, concerning spiritual 
gifts, brethren, | would not have you ignorant.” 
And then continuing his instructions a few 
verses farther on, he says, “ But the manifes- 
tation of the baby is given to every man to 
profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit 
the word of wisdom; to another, the word of 
knowlege by the same Spirit; to another, faith 
by the same Spirit; to another, the gifts of 
healing by the same Spirit; to another, the 
working of miracles; to another, prophecy ; 
to another, discerning of spirits; to another, 
divers kinds of tongues; to another, the inter- 
pretation of tongues: but all these worketh that 
one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every 
man severally as he (Christ) will. For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and all 
the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit 
are we all gy a into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or 
free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit. For the body is not one member, but 
many. If the foot shall say, because I am not 
the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
not of the body? And if the ear shall say, be- 
cause [ am not the eye, I am not of the body; _ 
is it therefore not of the body? If the whole 
body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God set the members 
every one of them in the body, as it hath 
G4 
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pleased him. And if they were all one mem- 
ber, where were the body?” [ reply it would 
not exist. ‘+ But now are they many members, 
yet but one body. And the eye cannot say 
unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again, the head to the feet, I have no need of 
you. Nay, much more those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble, are neces- 

sary: and those members of the body, which we 
think to be less honourable,.mpon these we be- 
stow more abundant honour; and our uncomely 
parts have more abundant comeliness. For our 
comely parts have no need: but God hath 
tempered the body together, having given more 
abundant honour to that part which lacked : 
that there should be no schism in the body ; 
but that the members should have the same care 
one for another. And whether one member 
suffer, all‘ the members suffer with it;.or one . 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice 
with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular. And God hath set some 
m the church, first apostles, secondarily pro- 
phets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets ? 


are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 


Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with 
tongues? do all interpret? but covet earnestly 
the best gifis. And yet shew I unto you a 
more excellent way.” From the 13th verse of 
the above chapter, we learn that the.Apostle is 
still speaking ‘to the whole church in all ages, 


? 
- 
a 
¢ 


whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, even all 
who should ever compose the. body of Christ, 
and showing that Christ’s body consisted of 
many members, baptized by one Spirit. into one 
body, possessing all these different gifts, some 
one gift and some ‘another; and then expressly 
says, that ‘one tember possessing one . gilt, 
should. not say to another member possessing — 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers ; to- 
gether with the gifts of Prophesy, miracles, 
healing, and all’ other. gifts, to compose, the 
church, or body of Christ, in any age, whether 
Jew or Gentile, bond or. free; and having 
utterly. forbidden any of the members ever to 
say, of any of these gifts; we haye no need of 
thee ; he declares the body never. could be a 
perfect body, without all of them, and that if 
they were done away, there would be no body, 

~ that is, no church of Christ in existence. Have 
ing shewn all these things clearly, he exhorts 
them to covet earnestly the best gifis, And. in 
the 13th chapter ‘exhorts them to faith, hope — 
and charity, without which all these gifts.would 
avail them nothing ; 
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peats the exhortation, “Follow aiter charity, | 
and desire spiritual gifts; but rather that: ye 
Prophesy.” a E ns i. 17. 
Paul prays; unto the 
church wisdom; tind of Revelation, 
in the knowlédge of Gods. Again, 
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rit, one Faith, and one Baptism sitdda 
rist ascended up on high, led captivity 
ve; ‘and gave ‘he gave 


Fis 

that 
some ant FOL and some | 
And if the reader inquires whagitheir gift or 

Offices ‘were for, let him ‘resi thie" 2t 

of the saints, for'the work 
of the minist body of 

“And if we inquire how long ‘these 

were to ‘continue, the 13th verse, says, “ Till 

| we all ‘come‘in the'unity of the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the. measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” if he’still inquires 
what further object Christ had in giving ‘these 
5 read the 14th verse, « ‘That .we 
Henceforth ‘be no more children, tossed! to and 
‘and'carried about with every wind of doc- 
trite "by:the sleight of men, and cunning crafi. 
whereby they lie in wait todeceive.” 
“Now, without these gifts and offices, first, the 

_ s@ints’ cannot be perfected ; second, the work 
ministry cannot proceed ; third, the body 
of ‘Christ cannot be — ‘and fourth, there is 

nothing prevent them from being carried 

about ‘with every wind of Now, 
tisms, and’spirits ; yea, the reason of the under. 


spi 
for if they 
unto them, they. ‘one 
in the pure dévtrine of Chiat, having one Lord, 
one Faith, ‘and“one Bapti one hope'of their _ 
calling ; they w be edified, perfected, — 
built up ‘unto Christ in’ all-things,’in whom. the 
whole body fitly joined together; w would : 
into an holy temple in the Lord. 
can peta gh them ‘that they have: no need of — 
these things, so long they can toss them about, 
with every. wind of they 
‘the kingdom of God, as it existed in the: apostles 
days ; and we cannot look at it in-any other 
age, for it never did, nor never will exist, with. 
pirit.. 
‘Were we to take a view of the churches, . 
fren: the days that Inspiration ‘ceased, until 
now, we should see nothing: like the 
whieh we have been viewing with: such admi- 
ration and Bat instead of apostles and 
‘prophets,’ we’ should see false teachers whom 
Had: to themselves, and instead: of 
the gifts of the Spirit, we should see the wisdom 
Of men; and instead of the’ Hoby Ghost, 
of the ordinariees of 
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ignorance that is in them, because of the: blind. 
: ness of their hearts; is all because; they haye : 
| no Apostles, and Prophets, and other gifts, in- 


ity; a physician, instead of the laying 
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¢ommandments of men; instead of knowlege, 
‘opinion; guess work, instead of Revelation ; 
division, instead of union; doubt, instead of — 
faith; despair, instead of hope ; , hatred, instead 


on of hands for the healing of the sick ; fables, 
instead of truth ; evil for good,@good for evil ; 


». darkness for light, light for darkness; and in a 
_ word, ahtichrist. instead of Christ ; the. powers 


of earth, having made war with the saints and 
‘overcome them, until the word of God should 
be fulfilled. O.my God, shut up the vision, for 
my heart sickens while I gaze; and let the day 
‘hasien.on when the earth shall be cleansed by 
fire, from such awful pollutions ; but, first, let 


thy promise be fulfilled, which thou.didst make 


by the mouth of thy servant John; that thou 
‘wouldst call thy people out of her; saying, 
come out of her my people, lest ye partake of 
her sins, and receive of her plagues; and then, 
O Lord; when thou hast called thy people out — 
from the midst of her, by the fishers and hun- 
ters, which thou hast promised to send in the last 
days, just in time to gather Israel; yea, when 
thine everlasting 
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} and. jet her be burned with fire; 
‘thy holy apostles and prophets, and all that 
thy name, small and great,’ may rejoice, be- _ 
thou hast avenged the blood of 
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people established thereon; then let 
. come in one day, death, mourning 
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pon Her. these things im the. name o 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


THE BOOK OF MORMON—ORIGIN oF THE 


| gloomy scatiba! intrude no more! 
Sublimer themes, invite the muse to soar = 

| In loftier strains, while scones, both strangeand new, 
and open to the-view! 


Angel comes, to earth. 

Reveals:to man, ‘in power, as at the first, 

The fulness of the Gospel long snes 


See earth obedient): from: its bosom-yield, 
The sacred truth, it faithfully concealed: 


hireling priests, against the truth engage, 
While hell beneath, stands trembling, filled with rage; 
False are their hopes, and all their stragglés vain, — 
Their craft must fall, and with it, all their gain; 

é ‘The deaf must hear, the meek their joy increase; . 


~The poor be glad, 


_ While darkness covered the earth, and; 
darkness the people, every man was.w 
in his own and hie gain 


The wise confounded startle at the sight, 7 
The proud and haughty tremble with affright. a 
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holden his peace, and the people fondly flatter. 


ing themselves, that the voice of Inspiration 
_* would never again sound in the ears of mortals, 

to ‘disturb or molest them in their sinful career ; 
_ While a few were looking for the. consolation of 
Israel, and crying to God, for the ushering in 
of that long expected day, when an ange! should 
fly through the midst of Heaven, having the 


everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 


dwell on the earth. Suddenly a voice is heard 
from the wilderness, a cry salutes the ears of 
mortals, a is heard among them, 
piercing to the inmost recesses of their hearts, 
when all at once the heathen begin to rage,.and 
the people to imagine a vain thing; the clergy 
lift a warning voice; crying, impostor, false 
prophets, beware of delusion, &c.; while. the 
professor of religion, the drunkard, the swearer, 


‘the learned,.and the ignorant, soon catch the | 


sound and reiterate it, again and again. Thus 
it re-echoes from one end of our country to the 
other for a long time, and if any one should be 
- go fortunate as to retain his sober. senses, and 


should candidly inquire, what is the matter? 


the reply is, we hardly know any thing about 
It; but suffice it to say, some fellows have made 
their “appearance, Paul like, who ‘testify some 
thing’ about ‘the ministering of angels, or some 
Revelation or Inspiration; just as though the 


this our’ craft is in danger; but our modern 


‘¥eligion of ancient days, and the faith once’ deli. 
~ ‘vered to the saints, was about returnitig' to the 
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systems of religion, built upon the wisdom and 
learning of men without direct i y are. 
like to be spoken against, and her great mag: 
nificence despised whom all the world wor- 
ship. And then all again cry with a loud voice, 
saying, great is the wisdom of:man, great are 
of modern divinity, great wis- 

dom of uninspired priests who come unto us, 
with excellency of speech, and with man’s wis- 
dom, determined to know nothing among-us; 
save the opinions and creeds of their own, and 
their speech, and their preaching, is with-enti- 
cing words of mans wisdom. . Not indemon- 
stration of the Spirit, and of power, for that-is 
done away, that our faith should not stand in'the 
power of God, -but in the wisdom of man. ' And 
besides all this, says the objector; there is 
another feature which is very alarming 
cerning these impostors, which testify such won- 
 derful things; and that is, they are counted as 
the very offscouring of all things, they are igno- 
rant and unlearned, and of the lower class, and 
not only so, but all manner of evil:is spoken 
against them, and the world hates them, and ail 
sects and parties join in persecuting them, and 
casting them out of their company; and this is 
precisely what Christ said would always’ be 
done to his followers, and it is precisely what 
was done to the. blessed Jesus and his followers, 
eighteen hundred years ago, and* therefore we 
have reason to fear that God has'sent them, and 
O what a pity would it. be if the people should 
‘happen fo find it out, and go after them, fr they 


a 


“would bring another storm of persecution equal 
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to ancient days, for you know the apostles testi- 


fied that if any would live godly in Christ Jesus, 


he should suffer persecution ; whereas, before 
these men made their appearance we had modi- 
fied the religion-of Jesus,- by taking away that 


world, such as inspiration and the power of 
God; in short we had heaped to ourselves 
teachers who gave us fables instead of truth, 
because truth might give offence, and disturb 


the world too much; and thus with a»form of 


_ godliness, denying the power and instituting hu- 
_ man wisdom in its stead, we had ceased to give 
offence to the world, in short we became just 
like the world, and the world loved us, and even 
helped on with the spread of our various gospels 
to the heathen. But now, alas, if it is true that 
God has spoken, and sent as in days of old, 
they will be constrained to testify the truth, and 
that will disturb and frustrate all our plans, and 


turn out of employ thousands of hireling priests, — 


who.never would have engaged in so arduous 
an undertaking as preaching, had it not been 
for the riches and honours of the world; - but 
something must be done, and as they have re- 
ceived wisdom from some quarter, which none 
of our learned men are able to resist, by fair 
argument ahd investigation; Jet us not attempt 
” g or they have both scripture and reason 

-on-their side; but let us shut our synagogues, 


our houses, our pulpits, and all our public places 


part from it which always gave offence to the 
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against them; and above all stop our ears, and 
shut our eyes, and withall publish every false. — 
hood concerning them, and make the people 
believethat these men preach up a new reli- 
gion contrary to the Bible; while ours is the 
religion of the Bible, only altered in a few non- 
essential points to suit the times, and this will be 
the most effectual. way to stop the spread of 
truth. But if truth still prevails, let us do as 
did the Jews on a similar occasion in days of 
old. Make a law, that wnosoever goes to hear 
them shall be cast out of the church; and if 
this will not do, our last resource will be to 
mob, kill, and destroy all that believe in that 
way ; for if we let them alone, truth will finally 
prevail, and knowledge cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea; and if this should be the 
case, farewell—a long farewell, to all our great- 
ness, our creeds, our tracts, our sermons, our 
books of divinity, our commentaries, our opi- 
nions ; our commandments, and traditions, would 
all be laid aside as useless, or brought together 
and burned, burned their books 
of magic in days of old, our tempies would be 

deserted, and our merchandize laid aside, and 
great Babylon would be a desolation, and all 
our merchants, and great men would stand afar 
off and weep, for no man would buy their mer- 
chandize any more. And besides all this, we 
have reason to be alarmed still more, for these 
men tell us about a new book, brought to light 
by the ministering of angels, and translated by 
Inspiration, as God formerly has done, when he 
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has sent truth into the world, and although many 
tell us it is all a fable, yet thousands are testify- 
ing of its truth, and tens of thousands are be- 
lieving it, through all parts of our country ; and 
indeed the prophet Isaiah in his 29th chapter, 
tells us of a book which should make its appear. 
ance, as a marvelous work and a wonder, caus. 
ing the wisdom of the wise to perish, and the 
understanding of the prudent to be brought to 
nought, the meek to increase their joy, and the 
poor among men to rejoice, and that too ata 
time just like the present, when the people were 
drawing near to God with their lips, and honour- 
ing him with their mouths, while their hearts 
are far from him, and their fear towards him, 
is taught by the precepts of men, just as we 
now see it. And this. book, Isaiah tells us, 
should cause those that erred to come to under- 
standing, and those who murmured to learn 
doctrine, and that the house of Jacob should be 
gathered at the same time, and all that scoffed 
at, and rejected it, should soon be cut off from 
the earth; and now we know that no former 
book has had these great events follow its com- 
ing forth, therefore, we have reason to fear that _ 
this is the book of Mormon, which is such a 
marvel in the world; at any rate we would do 
well to be on our guard. And there is one 
way in which we can prevent its general circu- — 
lation perhaps more effectually than any other, 
and that is, to teach the people, that the Bible 
contains all which God ever did reveal to man, 
or ever will; but there is some difficulty in this 
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too, for the people will read for themselves; 
and in looking over the old prophesies, they will — 
find something |.ke fourteen books, actually 
quoted by the prophets, which are not found in 
our English Bible; such for instance, as the © 
book of Shemeiah the prophet, the book of 

Ahijah the prophet, the book of Jasher, and 
many others. And in reading the New Testa- 
ment, we find the apostles quoting several epis- 
tles, which are not found among the New '‘I'es- 
_tament writings, and we know too that there is 
nothing secret which shall not be revealed, nei- 
ther hid, that shall not be made known, for the > 
Saviour has told us so, and Jeremiah has told 
us, that when the Lord gathers Israel, he will 
reveal unto them the abundance of peace and 
truth, and in short all the prophets and apostles 
have given us to understand, that the dispensa- 
tion of. the fulness of times for the gathering of 
Israel, will be the rework day for Revelation 


and Miracles, that the world ever witnessed, and 
the people will read and ‘understand these things, — 
and be looking for their-fulfilment ; unless we 
can persuade them that the prophecies are a 
great mystery, which none can understand. 
Notwithstanding, the apostles have told them 
that whatsoever\ was written afore time, was — 
written for our profit, and learning, &c. But 
if the people get their eyes open to see all these 
things, then we will try to get them to believe 
that the book of Mormon comes in contact with 
the other scriptures, and is intended to do them 
away, and is a silly mess of stuff, not worth 
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reading, and that none but the’ignorant who do 
not understand the scriptures, pretend to believe 
it. But here again, we will be in danger, for 
the book of Mormon is written in plain English, 
and published to the world, and its friends are de- 
termined to give it a general circulation amon 
all nations, and bye and bye, the publick will 
begin to venture to look it through, and if they 
do, they will see that it not only agrees with 
the other scriptures, but comes in direct fulfil- 
ment of Prophesy, and that it contains some of 
the most sublime truths ever revealed to man; 
and that too on subjects entirely original; no 
other work on earth containing sufficient infor- 
ination on the subject; and thus we seem in 
danger, turn which way we will; what shall we 
do? I will tell you friend, you had better repent 
of all your sins at once, and come to the light, 
that your deeds may be reproved, for you can- 
not turn the right hand of the Lord to the left, 
nor frustrate the work of the Almighty, who has 
set his hand the second time to gather Israel ; his 
arm is stretched out and none can turn it back. 
But what is that wonderful book about which 
there is so much said? what do these strange 
men testify, that causesso much excitement ? 
let them speak for themselves ? 

Well, hearken my reader. The Book of 
Mormon was found in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven, 
in Ontario county, New-York. Was translated 
and published in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty. It contains the 
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history of the ancient inhabitants of America, i 
who were a branch of the house of Israel, of the a 
tribe of Joseph ; of whom the Indians are still a 
remnant ; but the principal nation of them having 
fallen in battle, in the fourth or fifth century, 
one of their prophets, whose name was Mormon, 
saw fit to make an abridgment of their history, 
their prophesies and their doctrine, which he 
engraved on Plates; and afterwards being slain, 
the Record fell into the hands of his son Moroni, 
who being hunted by his enemies, was directed 
to deposit the record safely in the earth, with a 
promise from God that it should be preserved, 
and should be again brought to lightin the latter | 
days, by means of a Gentile nation, who should 
possess the land. ‘This deposit was made about 
| the year four hundred and twenty, on a hill then | 
j called Cumora, now in Ontario county, where it i 
_ was preserved in safety, until it was brought to 1 
light by no less than the ministry of angels, and iZ 
translated by Inspiration. And the Great Je- 1 
hovah bere record of the same to chosen wit- 
nesses who declare it to the world. | -: 
Well now, says the objector, if it were not for. 
the marvellous, your book would be considered 
one of the greatest discoveries the world ever 
witnessed. Had you been ploughing, or digging 
a well or cellar, and accidentally dug upa re- 
cord containing some account of the ancient — 
history of this continent, and of its original in- Sj 
habitants, together with the origin of the Indian” i 
tribes who now inhabit it; had this record aa 
nothing to do with God, or angels, or inspiration, i 
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it would have been hailed by all the learned of © 
America and Europe, as one of the greatest and 
most important discoveries of modern times; 
‘unfolding a mystery which had until then bid 
defiance to all the researches of the learned 
world. Every newspaper would have been 
filled with the glad tidings, while its contents 
would have poured in upon the world, a flood 
of light on subjects before concealed in the 
labyrinth of uncertainty and doubt. But who 
can stoop in such humility as to receive any 
thing (“in this enlightencd age, renowned for its 
religion and learning,’”’) from the ministering of 
angels, and from inspiration? This is too much ; 
away with such things, it comes in contact with 
the wisdom and popularity of the day. Ah! 
well, I reply, the Lord knew that before he 
revealed it; this was one principal object he 
had in view, it is just the manner of his dealing 
with the children of men, he always takes a 
different course from the one marked out for 
him by the wisdom of the world, in order to 
confound the wise, and bring to nought the un- 
derstanding of the prudent; he chooses men of 
_ Jow degree, even the simple, and the unlearned, 
« and those who are despised, to do his work and 
to bring about his purposes, that no flesh shall 
glory in his presence. O! ye wise, and ye 
learned, who despise the wisdom that comes from 
above! know ye not that it was impossible for 
the world by wisdom, to find out ? know 
ye not, that all your wisdom is foolishness with 
_ God? know ye not, that ye must become as a 
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little child, and be willing to learn wisdom from 
the least of his servants, or you will perish in 
your ignorance? But what are the evidences 
which we gather from Scripture, concerning the 
coming forth of this glorious work? We shall 
attempt to prove—first, that America is a pro- 
mised land to the seed of Joseph; second, that 
the Lord would reveal to them his truth as well 
as tothe Jews; and third, that their Record 
should come forth and unite its testimony with 


the Record of the Jews, in time for the restora. 


tion of Israel in the last days. 


First, Gen. xlviil., Jacob, while blessing the 


_ two sons of Joseph, says, “ Let them grow into 
a multitude in the midst of the earth :” and in the 
same blessing it is said of Ephraim, his seed 
shall become a multitude of nations. Now put 
_ the sense of thése sayings together, and it makes 
Ephraim a multitude of nations in the midst of 
the earth. In Gen. xlix. it is prophesyed con- 
cerning Joseph, (while Jacob was blessing him,) 
that he should be a faithful bough by a well, 

whose branches run over the wall, the ascheus 
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and 
hated him, yet his bow abode in strength. Again 
he further says, “ the blessingsofthy Father have 
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors, 
unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills; 
they shall be on.the head of Joseph, and on the 
crown of the head of him that was separate 
from his brethren.”? Now I ask, who was Jacob’s 

progenitors, and what was the blessing they 
conferred upon him? Abraham‘and Isaac were 
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his progenitors, and the land of Canaan, was 
the blessing they conferred upon him—or that 
God promised them he should possess. Re- 
collect that Jacob confers on Joseph a much 
greater land than that of Canaan ; even greater 
than his fathers had conferred upon him, for Jo- 
seph’s blessiig was to extend to the utmost 
bounds of the everlasting hills. Now reader, 
stand in Egypt, where Jacob then stood, and 
measure to the utmost bounds of the everlasting 
hills, and you will land somewhere in the cen- 


_tral part of America. Again, one of the pro- 
| ger says, in speaking of Ephraim, “ when:the 


rd shall roar, the children of Ephraim shall 
tremble from the west.’”’ Now let us sum up 
these sayings, and what have we gained: first 
—that Ephraim was to grow into a multitude of 
nations.in the midst of the earth ; socond—Joseph 
was to be greatly blest in a large inheritance, 
as far off as America; third—this was to be on 
the west of Egypt or Jerusalem. 

Now let the world search from pole to pole, 
and they will not find a multitude of nations in 
the midst of the earth, who can possibly have - 
sprung from Ephraim, unless they find them in 
America ; for the midst of all other parts of the 
earth is inhabited by mixed races, who have 


sprung from various sgurces; while here an 


almost boundless country. was secluded from the 
rest of the world, and inhabited by a race of men, 
evidently of the same origin, although as evi- 
dently divided into many nations. Now the 
Scriptures cannot be broken, therefore, these 
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Scriptures must apply to for the plain. 


ost. of they Gan no where 


else. 
Now secondly, we are to prove that God re. 
vealed himself to the seed of Jacob or Ephraim, 
(as we have already proved,) dwelling in nae " 
ica. For this, we quote Hosea, vili, 12, + 
ing of Ephraim, he says. by the spirit | 
phesy, “I have written unto him the great iene | 
of my law, but they were counted as a strange 
thing.” This is proof positive and needs no 
comment, that the great truths of Heaven were | 
revealed urto Ephraim, and were Counted 
strange thing. | a 
_ ‘Third.—Were these writings to come forth | 
just previous to the gathering- of Israel ? answer, 
they were, according to Ezekiel, 37th chapter, 
_ where God commanded him to take one stick. 
and write upon it for J udah, and for the children. 
of Israel, his companions: then take another 
stick, and write upon it for Joseph, the stick of 
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his com: 
panions ; and join them one to another, into one — 
stick, and they shall become one stick in thine. 
hand. And when the children of thy people 
shall. speak unto thee, saying, wilt not thou 
show us what thou meanest by these things, 
say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, “ Be. 
hold-I willtake the stick. .of Joseph, which isin 
the hand of ‘Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his 
fellows, and will put them. with him, even with 
the stick of Judah, and. make them. one stick ; 
and the 
H 
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sticks wheréon thou writest, shal] be in thine 
hand before their eyes.” And say unto them, 
thus saith the Lord God, “ Behold | will take 
the children-of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither ‘they be gone, and will gather them on- 
every side and bring them into their own lands ; 
and [ will make them one nation in the land upon 
the mountains of Israel, and one king shall be 
king to them all; and they shal] be no more two- 
nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all.” | : 
“Now can be more plain: than the: 
above p : there is» ted two writ. 
ings, the one to Ephraim, the other'to Judah: 
that of Ephraim is to be brought forth by the 
Lord, and put with that of Judah, and they are 
to’ become one in their testimony, and grow to- 
‘gether in this manner, in order to bring about 
the gathering of Israel, The 85th Psalm, is 
very plain on the subject of the restoration of 
terih to their own land: it says, * Mercy and 
Pruth are met together; Righteousness and 
Peace have kissed each other. ‘Truth shall 
spring out of the earth, and Righteousness shall 
look d down from Heaven. Yea, the Lord shall 
give that which is good, and our land shall yield 
her increase. Righteousness shali go before 
him, and shall set us in the way of his steps.” 
Now the Saviour while praying for his disciples, 
said, “sanctify them through thy truth—thy 
word is truth.” From these passages we learn 
that his word is to spring out of the earth, while 
looks down from Heaven: And 
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the next thing that follows is that Israel is set 
in the way of his steps, and partaking .of . the. 
fruit of their own land. Jeremiah xxziii., 6—« 
speaking of the final retura from captivity of - 
both Judah and Israel, says, ‘‘1 will reveal unto 
them the abundance of peace and truth.” And 
Isaiah speaking of the everlasting covenant 
which should gather them, makes this extraordi- 
nary and very remarkable expression: “ their 
seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and 
_ their offspring among the people.” Now, reader, 
let me ask, can any one tell whether the Indians 
of America are of Israel, unless the Lord should 
reveal it? Therefore this was a hidden mystery, 
which it was necessary to reveal in time for 
__-$o much then we home, produced from the ~- 
Scriptures, in proof of a nn like the book of 
Mormon, muking its appearance in these days ; 
to say nothing of Isaiah xxix., which we have 
already noticed in a former paft of this work.— 
But says one, what use is the book of Mormon, 
even if it be true ?7—lI answer, first it brings to 
light an important history before unknown, to 
man. Second, it reveals the origin of the Amer- 
jean Indians, which was. before a mystery. 
Third, it cositains important prophesies, yet to 
be fulfilled, which isainasliahele concerns the 
greneny generation, and their very. existence 
pends on an immediate understanding of them. 
| Fourth, it contains.much plainness in to 
| points, of doctrine, insomuch that all may under. 
stand, and if they take pains to 
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read it. But what are its proofs, as to chosen 
witnesses who testify to its translation by ‘nspi- 
ration? For this testimony I refer the re ider 
to the last page of the Book of Mormon, he will 
there find as positive testimony as has ever been 
found in the other Scriptures, concerning any 
‘truth which God‘ ever revealed. Men there 
testify, not only that they have seen and handled 
_ the plates, but that an angel of God came down 
from Heaven, and presented the plates before 
them, while the glory of God shone round about _ 
them; the voice of God spoke from Heaven, 
and.told them tbat these things were true, and 
had been translated by the gift and power of 
God, and commanded them to bear record of the 
same to all people: and these are men of unim- 
* peachable character, and their truth and veracity 
on other subjects, never has been called in ques- 
tion. But blessed be the Lord God of our | 
fathers, he has visited his people, and the day. — 
spring from on high has dawned upon our be. 
nighted world once more ; for no sooner had the. 
book been translated, and then men began to 
bear record of the same, than the angel of the 
Lord came down from Heaven again, and com. 
missioned men to preach the gospel to every 
creature; baptizing them in water, and saying 
unto ‘them, He that believeth your testimony, 
and repenteth ‘and is baptized, shall receive a 
remission of sing, and the baptism of the Holy 


. Ghost; and all that endure to the end, shall be 


saved in the-kingdom of God: and-mo sooner 
did the people begin to believe their testimony 
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and be baptized, than the Holy Ghost fell on 
dant hetugh the laying on of hands in the name 
of Jesus; and the heavens were opened, and 
while some had the ministering of angels, whens 
began to speak in other tongues, and pr 
And from that time forth, were any sick among 
them, they were often healed: by the laying on 
of the hands, in the name of: ey and . thus 
mightily grew the word:of and prevailed, 
and thus thousands have been rerined up to. teatifiy 
that they do know for themselves, and ‘are’ not 
dependant on the testimony of any man, forthe — 
truth of these things, for these signs follow them: 
that believe: and when a man believes the truth 
through the’ testimony of God’s witnesses, and 
then these signs follow not only them, but him. 
self also :. if he has the ministering of angels, if _ 
he has been healed, or. heals others, by the 
in other tong rophesies, he knows it for 
himself ; those fulfilled the saying of Scrip. 
ture’: “If any’man do my will, he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God.”»: Thus 
faith comes by hearing, and knowledge by obey. 
ing; but hearing comes by preaching, and 
preaching comes: by sending; is) written, 
“how shall except they be sent?” 
But there be many. which ‘say, show’ us. a sign 
and we will believe. Remember faith comes 
not by signs ; but signs come by faith. Gifts 
were*not iven to make men believe ; but what 
saith the Seripture, “ Gifts are for the 
of the ehurch.” it not 
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git) is, Written “my 


to- 
wphie church ati days ofc, 


written, faith comes by miracles:? But it is 
written, “faith comes by hearing.” I always 
take # for granted that a.man or woman (who 
comes to me demanding a sign in order to make 
_ them believe,) belongs to a wicked, and adul. 
tenous generation, at least, to say no worse ; for 
any person who will go to Jesus, with a pure 
heart, desiring and praying in faith that they 
_ may. know the truth concerning these things ; 
_ the Lord will reveal it to them, and they. shall | 
Isnow, and shall bear testimony; for, by the 
‘Spirit of God, they shall know truth from error ; 
sheep hear my yoice.’’ 
And he that-will not come unto Jesus in faith, — 
shall never know the truth, until: too late, he 
_ @nded,: and his soul not saved. 
the religion.of Jesus, all other 
systems, bears its own weight, and brings cer- 
‘tainty and knowledge, leaving no;room for im- 
position. And now I say again unto all people, 
come’ unto the father in the name of Jesus; 
_ doubt not, but be believing, and begin as in.days. 
of; old, ‘ahd ask in faith for whatsover you stand 
4 in mondeak. not, that you may consume it upon 
your.lusts; but ask with a not to be 


shaken, that will yield to-no temptation, 


but that. you will keep his commandments, as 
_ fastvas he makes them manifest unto you, and 
if y@-do. this, and he reveals to you, that he has 
sent,us with a new and everlasting covenant, 

preach, and and 
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forward and obey the-truth ; but if -youw donot 
know, or are not satisfied that he has sent us’; 
then do not embrace ‘the’ thing we preach. 
Thus to your own master you: shall stand»or 
fall ; and one day, you shall know.; yea, in that 
great day, when every ‘knee. shall’ bow, then 
shall. you know: that God has: sent -us with the 
truth, to prune his — 


| 


ye! hear yet hear ye! ye Inhabitants 
the 


For behold Bring pois tinge of grea 


heaven, upon the dark-and benighted generation, 
who now stand the:earth; hechas beheld 
the..confusion, the wickedness,.and conséquent 
distress, which: every -where. prevailed; he 
in great mercy and: long suffering, visited, his 
people with a manifestation:of_his:will, grants 
log ‘repentance and. forgiveness of; sine; and 
a last warning, to all nations, firsr: unto 
and then to: Israel:;: in order: that 
mankind may. prepare for the: great' day of the 
Lord, which draweth weth near. at 
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‘> This manifestation was by the ministering of 
Angels, and by the voice of Jehovah, speaking 
from the heavens in plainness, unto men who 
are now living among you; and also by the 
Holy Ghost, sent down from the Father and the 
Son, bearing record of the truth, and shewing 
things to come ; and sending forth apostles, and 
prophets, for the last sa to prune his vine- 
yard. And now, this is the commandment to 
all people, kindred, tongues, and nations, with- 
Out any exception, religious or iraqligious, teacher 
or taught, priest or 
Believe on the words of the Lard Jesus Christ, 
repent of all your ungodly deeds, of your ly- 
ings,. deceivings, fornications, mu rders, priest- 
_ erafta, drunkenness, and of all your secret 
( ¢ abominations ; and come forth and be baptized, 
_ by immersion in water, in the name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
in order that you may receive remission of 
sins, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, which 
armen by the lay ying on of hands, 


4 them that believe, as they anciently followed the 
, —— of Jesus; in his name they shall cast 
3 out devils, they shall speak with new tongues, 
; they 
all re- 
4 has 
: commanded us to preach to all people, once 
i more, for the last time. And no other system 
| of religion which is now organized among men 
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is of any use; every thing different from this,. 

is a perverted gospel, bringing a curse upon 
them that preach it, and upon them that hear 
it. And now except ‘you give heed to this last 
warning which the great God has sent forth for 
your salvation, the judgments of the almighty 
shall soon be poured out upon you to the-utter. 
-most; and it shall be as with the priest, so-with the’ 
people ; as with the maid;'so with the mistress ; 
as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with 
the borrower, so with the lender; the prince 
and the beggar, the learned and the simple, the 
noble and the ignoble, ‘shall alike feel the hand 
of the Almighty, by pestilence, famine, earth. 
quake, and the sword : yea, ye shall be drunken 
with your own blood, as with sweet wine, untib 
your cities aré desolate ; yea, the Lord will cut 
off your horses, destroy your chariots, throw 
down your cities, and pluck up your groves; 
until all lyings, priest-crafts, and all manner of 
abominations, shall be done away. Yea, wo, 
wo, wo, unto the inhabitants of this city; and - 
again’ wo, wo, wo, unto’ the inhabitants in all 
this land; for your sins have reached unto 
Heaven, and God has remembered your ini- 
quities ; and only this onee will 
you to repent. Behold youdo love money, ‘and 
your substance, and your fine apparel, and the 
adoruing of your churches, more than you love 
tne poor, the needy, the sick, and the afflicted. 
O ye polluted ones, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, 
which sell yourselves for that which will can- 
ker; why do you adorn yourselves with costli- 
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ness, and all manner of extravagance, and suf. 
ferthe poor and needy, the sick and the afflicted, 
to pass by you and you notice them not. Be- 
hold the sword of vengeance hangs over you, 
and you repent, the Lord will cause that 
it shall soon overtake you. You may blame 
me, and say that I am a false prophet, or mad, 
or of the devil ; but behold, your mock. 
ing will be of short duration ; for soon the great 
Jehovah will mock when your fear cometh, and 
laugh at your calamity; and as for your scoffs, 
or frowns, or flatteries, | regard them not, for 
the Lord God has sent me, to warn you, and to 
prophesy these things, and him alone do | fear. 
And when I walk through the midst of you, 
and behold your abominations, I dare no longer 
_ my peace, lest the very stones should cry 


pert now be it known unto you, O ye inhabi- 
tants of this great city, that God has sent me to 
tell, you these things, that you may repent; 
“For not many days hence the earth shall 
tremble, and reel to and fro as a drunken man, 
and the:sun shall hide his face, and shall refuse 
to. give. light; and the moon shall be bathed 
in blood, and the stars shall become exceeding 
angry, and shall cast themselves down, as a fig 
that falleth from off a fig tree. And after our 
testimony cometh wrath and indignation upon 
the: people, for after our testimony cometh the 
testimony of earthquakes, that shall cause groan. 
ings in the midst of her, and men shall fall upon 
the. ground, and shall not be able to stand. 
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And also cometh the testimony, of the voice of 
thunderings, and the voice of lightnings, and 
the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves 
of the sea, heaving themselves beyond their: 
bounds, and all things shall be in commotion ;: 
and surely men’s hearts shall fail them, for fear 
shall come upon all people. And angels shall 
fly. through the midst of Heaven, crying with a 
loud voice, sounding the trump of God, saying, 
Prepare ye! prepare ye! O inhabitants of the 
earth; for the judgment of our God is come; 
behold and lo! the Bridegroom cometh, go ye 
out to meet him. And immediately there shall 
appeara great sign in Heaven, and all people 
_ shall see it together. And another angel shall 
-sound his trump, saying, that great Church, the. 
mother of abomination, that made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornica- 
tion, that persecuteth the saints of God, that shed. 
their blood—her who sitteth upon many waters, 
and upon the islands of the sea; behold she is 
the tares of the earth, she is bound in bundles, 
her bands are made strong; no.man can loose 
them; therefore she: is ready to be bt 
And he shall sound his temanp both long. 
and_all nations shall hear it. ther 
be silence in. Heaven for ce 


after the face of the Lord 
shall be unveiled, and the ts. 

the earth who are alive, shall be quickened, and 
be caught upto meet him. And they who have 
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hour ; and immediately after shail the curtain 
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slept i in their graves shall come “forth, for their 
graves shall be opened, and they also shal] be 
caught up in the midst of the pillar of Heaven: 
they are Christ’s the first fruits y they who shall 
_ descend: with him first, and they who aré on the 
earth and in their graves, who are first caught. 
up to meet him, and all this by the voice of the — 
sounding of the trump of the angel of God. 

. And after this another angel shall sound which 

_ is the second strump, and then cometh the re. 
_ demption of those who are Christ’s at his coming, 
_ who have received their part in- that prison 
which is prepared for them, that they might re- 
ceive the gospel, and be judged ‘according to 
men in the flesh. 

And agaip another trump shall sound, which 
is the third trump: and then cometh the spirits 
of men who sa be judged, and are found 
under condemnation : and these are the rest of 
_ the dead,’and they live not again until the thou- | 
sand years ure ended, neither again, until the © 
end of the earth. And another trump shall 
sound whichis the fiourth trump, saying, these are 
‘found among-those who are to remain until that 
_ great and last day, even the end, who shall re- 
_ main filthy still. And another trump shall sound, 
_ whichis the fifth trump, which is "the fifth an- 
gel, who committeth the everlasting gospel, fly- 


3 ing through the midst of heaven, unto all nations, 


a tongues, and people ;_ and this shall be 
_- the sound of ‘his trump, aying to all people, 
both in heaven and on earth, and that are under 
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knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess, 
while they hear the sound of the trump, saying 
fear God and give glory to him who sitteth upon 
the throne, for ever and ever, for the hour of 
his judgment is come. And again, another an- 
gel shall sound his trump, which is the sixth 
angel, saying, she is fallen, who made all na- 
tions drink of the wine, of the wrath of her forni- | 
cation: she is fallen! is fallen ! } 

And again another angel shall sound his 
trump, which is the seventh angel, saying it is 
finished ! it is finished ! the Lamb of God hath’ 
overcome and trodden the wine-press alone, 
even the wine-press of the fierceness of the 
wrath of Almighty God: and then shall the 
angels be crowned with the glory of his might, — 
and the saints shall be filled with his glory, and 
receive their inheritance, and be made equal = 
with him. 

And then shall the first angel again sound his 
trump in the ears of all living and reveal the 
secret acts of men, and the mighty works of 
God, in the first thousandth year. And then _ 
shall the second angel sourid his trump, and re- 
veal the secret acts of men, and the thoughts | 
and intents of their hearts, and the mighty works 
of God, in the second thousandth year: and so * 
on until the seventh angel shall sound his trump : 
and he shall stand forth upon the land, and-upon | 
the sea, and swear in the name of him who ‘sets 
teth upon the throne, that there shall ‘be:t 

no longer; and satan shall be bound,’ that old 
serpent and shall not be 
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loosed for the space of a thousand years. And 
‘then he shall be loosed for a little season, that 
he may gather his armies; and Michael the 
seventh angel, even the Arch-angel, shall gather 
together his armies, even the hosts of Heaven. 
And the devil shall gather ther his armies, 
even the host of hell, and shall come up to bat- 
tle against Michael: and his armies; and then 
cometh the battle of the great God, and the 
devil and his armies shall be cast away into 
their own place, that they shall not have power 
over the saints any more at all; for Michael © 
shall fight their battles, and shall overcome him 
_ who seeketh the throne of him who sitteth upon 

the throne, even the lamb; this is the glory of 
God and the sanctified, and they shall not any 
more see death.” Amen. is 


CHAPTER VI. 


THE RESURRECTION OF THE SAINTS, AND 
_ THE RESTORATION OF ALL- THINGS 
SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS. _ 


This is one of the most important subjects 
upon which the human mind can contemplate ; __ 
and one perhaps as little understood in the pre- 
sent age, as any other now lying over thé face | 
of prophesy. But however neglected at the 
present time, it was once the ground work of 
the faith, hope, and joy, of the saints. It was 
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a correct understanding of, and firm belief in 
this subject, that influenced all their movements. 
Their minds once fastening upon it, they could 
not be shaken from their purposes; their faith 
_ was firm, their joy constant, and their hope like 
an anchor to the soul,, both sure and steadfast, 
reaching to that within the vail. It was this 
that enabled them to rejoice in the midst of tri- 
bulation, persecution, sword and flame: and in 
view of this, they took joyfully, the spoiling of 
their goods, and gladly wandered as strangers, 
and pilgrims, on the earth. For they sought a 
country, a city, and an inheritance, that none 
but a saint ever thought of, understood, or even 
hoped for. Now we can never understand pre- 
cisely what is meant by restoration; unless we | 
understand what is lost or taken away; for ins: 
stance, when we offer to restore any thing to a 
man, it is as much as to say he once possessed 
it, but had lost it; and we propose to replace, 
or me him in possession of that which he once 
had, therefore when a prophet speaks of the 
restoration of all things; he means. that. all 
things have undergone a change, and are to be ~ 
again restored to their primitive order, in which 
they first existed. > 
First, then it becomes for us {to 
take a view of creation, as it rolled in purity 
from the hand of its creator: and if we can 
discover the true state in which it then existed, 
and understand. the changes that have taken 
place since. ‘Then we shall be able to under- 
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being prepared, we shall be looking for the very 
things which will come, and shall be in no 
danger of lifting our puny arm in ignorance, to 
oppose the things of God. 

First then we will take a view of the earth, 
as to its surface, local situation, and its produc- 
tions. 

‘When God: had created the hesvens and the 
earth, and separated the light from the darkness ; 
his next great command was tv the waters, Gen. 
i, 9—* And God said, let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear: and it wasso.” From 
this we learn a marvelous fact, which very few 
have ever realized or believed in this -benighted 
age ; we'learn that the waters which are now 
divided into oceans, seas and lakes, were then 
all gathered together into one vast ocean; and 
uently that the land which is: now: torn 
asunder, and divided, into continents and is)ands, 
almost innumerable ; was then one vast conti- 
nent or body, not separated as it now iss 

Second, We ‘hear the Lord God pronounce 
the earth, as well as every thing else, very good. 
From this we learn that there were no deserts,. 
barren places; no stagnant swamps, no rough: 
broken rugged hills, no vast mountains covered 
with eternal snow ; and no part of it was located 
in the frigid zone, so as to render its climate, 
dreary and unproductive, subject to eterbal oon 
or everlasting chainsofice.. - 


‘Where no sweet flowers, the dreary landscape as 
Nor plenteous harvests, — | 
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But the whole earth was one vast plain, or in- 
terspersed with gently rising hills, and sloping 
vales, well calculated Yor cultivation ; while its 
climate wasdelightfully varied, with ‘the mode. 
rate changes of heat and cold, of wet and dry, | 
which only tended to crown the varied. year, 
with the — variety of productions: all for 
the good of man, or animal, fowl or arose 
thing; while from the flowery plain, or spicy 
grove, sweet odours were wa on every 
breeze ; and all the vast creation of animated 
being, breathed but health and 
and joy. 
Next we learn from 4 i. 29, 30. And 
God said, behold- I have given you, every herb 
bearing seed, which is upon the face of ail the 
earth; and every tree, in the which is the 
fruit of a tree, yielding seed ; to you it shall be 
for meat ; and to every beast of the earth, and 
to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life ; 
' IT have given every green herb for meat: and 
it was so.” From these verses we learn that 
the earth yielded no nauseous weeds, no poison. 
ous plants, no useless thorns or“thistles ; indeed 
every thing that grew, was just calculated for 
the food of man or beast, fowl, or creeping thing ; 
and their food was all vegetable : and flesh and 
blood was never sacrificed, to glut their souls, 
or gratify their appetites: the beasts of the earth 
were all in perfect harmony with each ‘other; 
the lion ate straw like the ox—the wolf dwelt 
With the 
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kid—the cow and bear fed together in the same 
pasture, while their young ones reposed in per- 
fect security, under the shade of the same trees ; 
and all was peace and harmony, and nothing to 
hurt nor disturb, in all the holy mountain. _ 
_ And to crown the whole, we behold man cre- 
ated in the image of God, and exalted in dignity 
_ and power, having dominion over all the vast 
creation of animated beings which swarmed 
through the earth, while at the same time he 
inhabits a beautiful and well watered garden, 
_in the midst of which stood the tree of life, to 
which he had free aceess; while he stood in the 
presence of his Maker; conversed with him 
face to face, and gazed upon his glory without a 
dimming veil between. O reader, contemplate 
for a moment this beautiful creation, clothed 
with peace and plenty : the earth teeming with 
harmless animals, rejoicing over all the plain ; 
the airswarming with — tful birds, whose 
never ceasing notes filled the air with varied 
melody, and all in subjection to their rightful 
Sovereign, who rejoiced over them ; while ade. 
lightful garden stood as the capitol of creation, 
and man seated on the throne of this vast empire, 
ree his sceptre over all the earth with un- 
right; while legions of angels encamped 


aes about him, and joined their glad voices, — 
in grateful songs of praise, and shouts of joy ; 
while not a sigh nor groan was heard though. 
out the vast expanse; no death, no 0 | 
- no tears, no weeping, no pain, nor 

no contentions, wars or blocdshed ; but peace 
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crowned the seasons as they rolled, and life, joy — 
and love, reigned over all his works.—But, O! 
how changed the scene. 

It now becomes my painful duty, to trace 
some of the important KB which have taken 
_ place, and the causes which have conspired to 
reduce the earth and its inhabitants, to their 
present state. 

First, man, by giving heed to temptation, fell 
from his standing before God; and this fall 
affected the whole creation, as well as man, and 
caused various changes to take place; first, 
man was banished from the presence of his Cre. | 
ator, and a veil was drawn between them, and 
he banished from the garden of Eden, to till 
the earth, (which was then cursed for man’s 
sake, and should begin to bring forth thorns and 
thistles) and with the sweat of his face, and in 
sorrow, he should eat of it, all the days of his 
life, and should finally return to dust. But 
as to Eve, her curse was a great multipli- 
city of sorrow and conception; and as to her 
seed, and the seed of the serpent, there was 
to be a constant enmity; it should bruise the 
serpent’s head ; and the serpelit should bruise 
his heel. 

_ Now reader, contemplate the change. This 
scene, which was so beautiful a little before, 
had now become the abode of sorrow and one 
death and mourning: the earth groanin 
its production, of accursed thorns ques 
—and man and beast at enmity : 
ly creeping away : = lent his head shows | 
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get the deadly bruise: and man startling amid 
the thorny path, in fear lest the serpent’s fangs 
should pierce his heel, from among the grass, — 
while the lamb yields his blood upon the smok- 
ing altar: and soon man begins to persecute, 
hate, and murder his fellow ; until at length the 
earth is filled with violence; all flesh becomes 
corrupt, the powers of darkness prevail, and it 
repented Noah that God had made man, and it 
grieved him at his heart—for the Lord 
out in vengeance, and cleanses the earth by 
water. But how far the flood may have con- 
tributed to produce the various changes, as to 
the division of the earth into broken fragments, 
islands, and continents, mountains and valleys, 
we have not been informed; but the change 
must have been considerable. ‘But after the 
flood, in the days of Peleg, the earth was [di- 
_wided. See Gen. x. 25—A short history to be 
sure, of so great an event. But still it will ac- 
count for the mighty revolution, which -rolled 
the sea from its own place in the north, and 
brought it to interpose between different por- 
tions of the earth, which were parted assunder, 
and moved into their present form : this, together 
with the earthquakes, revolutions, and commo- 
tions, which have since taken place, have all 
contributed to reduce the face of the earth to-its 
resent state, while the great curses, which have 
fallen upon different portions because of the 
wickedness of men; will account for the stag- 
nant swamps, the sunken lakes, the dead seas, 
deserts. Witness for instance, the 
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denunciations of the prephete upon Babylon, 


how it was to become 


~ den of wild. beasts, a dwelling of a and 
hateful birds, a place for owls ; and should never 


ration to generation. Witness also the plains 
of Sodom, filled with towns, cities, and flourish- 
ing gardens, well-watered. Bunt O, howchanged! 


A vast sea, of stagnant water alone marks the | 


place. . Witness the land of Palestine, in the 
days of. Solomon, it was capable. of sustaini ow 
millions of people, besides, selling wheat, 


other productions to the neighbouring nations ;. 


whereas, now it is desolate and hardly capable 


of sustaining a few miserable inhabitants, . And . 
when I cast my eyes over our own land, and. 


see the numerous swamps, lakes, and ponds. of 
stagnant waters, together with the vast moun- 


tains, and innumerable pough places; while 


rocks have. been rent, and torn asunder, from 
centre t6.circumference. I exclaim, whence all 


this! ~ But when I read the Book of Mormon, . 
it informs me, that while Christ was crucified 
among the Jews, this whole. American continent - 
_was shaken to its foundations, that many cities 
were sunk, and waters came up in their places. 
That the rocks were all rent in twain. That. 


mountains were thrown up to an exceeding 


height—and other mountains became vallies— | 


the level roads spoiled—and the whole face of 

the land changed. I then exclaim, these things 

are no longer a mystery; | have now learned 

how to account for the mney wonders which I 
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every” where behold throughout our country ; 
when i 3m passing a ledge of rocks, and see 
them all split t and torn assunder ; while some 


huge fragments are found deeply imbeded in the 


earth, some rods from whence they were torn, 
T exclaim with astonishment, ome were the 
groans! the convulsive throes of agonizing na- 
ture! while the Son of God suffered upon the 
¢ross! But mankind have degenerated,. and 


_ the abominations, and the many evil habits, of the” 
latter ages have added to the miseries, toils, and 
_ sufferings, of human life. The idleness, extra- 


vagance, pride, covetousness, drunkenness, and 


the latter times, have all combitig@#to sink man- 
kind to the, lowest state of wretchéedness and 


degradati 
have greatly tended to lnjl mankind to sleep; 


and to cause them to rest, infinitely short of the 
powers and attainments, which the ancients did 
enjoy, and which are alone calculated to exalt 


the intellectual powers of the human mind; to 
sentiments ; to en, 


establish noble and 
large the heart, and to expand the soul to the 
utmost extent of its capacity. Witness the an- 


ctents, conversing with the Great Jehovah, learn.. 
ls, and receiving 


ing lessons from the ange 
struction by the Holy Ghost, in dreams by night, 
and visions by day, until at length the veil is 
taken off, and they 


ture ; yea, even to soar aloft amid 


greatly changed, as well as the earth. Thesins, — 


other abominations, which are characteristics of — 


while priestcraftand false doctrines 


permitted to gaze with won. 
der and admiration upon all things past and fu. 
unnumbered 
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worlds: while the vast se of eternity 


‘stands open before them, and they contemplate 


the mighty works of the Great I AM, until they 
know as they are known, and see as they are 


Compare this intelligence, with the low smat- 
terings of education and worldly wisdom, which 
seem to satisfy the narrow mind of man in our 
generation; yea, behold the narrow minded, 


Calculating,’ trading, overreaching, penurious 
sycephant of the gineteenth century, who dreams 


of nothing here, but how to increase his goods, 
or take advantage of his neighbour; and whose 
only religious exercises or duties Consist of going 
to meeting, paying the priest his hire, or praying 
to his God it pecting to be heard or 
answered ;,supposing that- has been deafor 
dumb for many Centuries, or altogether stupid 
and indifferent like himself. And having seen 
the two contrasted, you will be able to form 


idea of the vast elevation from.which man 
has fallen; you will also learn how infinitely 


beneath his former glory and dignity he is now | 


living, and your heart will mourn, and be — 


exceeding sorrowful, when you contemplate him 
in his low estate—and think he is your brother. 
And you will be ready to exclaim with wonder 
and astonishment, O man! how art thou fallen! — 
once thou wast the favourite of Heaven; thy 

Maker delighted to converse with thee, and 
angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, 
were thy companions; but now thou art de. 
graded and brought down on a level with the 
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beasts; yea far beneath them; for they look 
with horror and affright at your vain amuse. 
ments, your sports, and your drunkenness. 
And thus often set an example worthy of ‘your 
imitation. Well did the Apostle Peter say of 
~~ That you know nothing only what you 

Ww viet as brute beasts made to be taken 
and destroyed. And thus you perish, -from 
generation to generation. While all creation 
groans under its pollution; and ‘death and 
sorrow, mourning and weeping, fill up the mea- 


sure of the days of man. But O my soul, dwell 


no longer on this awful scene; let it suffice to 
have discovered in some degree what is lost.— 
And let us now turn our attention, to that 7 
the Prophets have said should be"festored. 
- The apostle Peter while preaching to the 
Jews, says, * And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you, whom the 
heavens must receive, untill the times of resti- 
tution (restoration) of all things which God hath 
en, by the mouth of all the holy prophets, 
since the world began.” It appears from the 
above, that all the holy prophets from Adam 
and those that follow after, have had their eyes 
} a certain time, when all things should be 
restored to their primitive beauty and excel- 
‘lence. And we also learn, that the time of res. 
titution was to be at or near the time of Christ’s 
second coming, for the heavens are to receive 
him untill the times of restitution, and then the, 
Lord shall send him again to the earth. “~ 
We will now to “Rotice Isaiah xl. 1, 
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2, 3,4,5. “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 


saith your God. Speak ye paw Sr. to 


Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare — 


is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: 

for she hath received of the Lord’s ined double 
for all her sins. The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 


our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and — 
every mountain and hill shall be made low: and 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the- 


rough places plain: and the glory of the Lotd 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to. 
gether: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 

From ‘verses we learn, first, that the 
voice of one shall be heard in the wilderness, to 


prepare the way of the Lord, just at the time 
when Jerusalem has been trodden down-of the 


gentiles lomg enough, to have received at the 
_ Lord’s hand double for all her sins, yea, when 
the warfare of Jerusalem is accomplished, and 
her iniquities pardoned; then shall this pros 
clamation be made 

yea, a second ptotlantehions to prepare the way 
of the Lard for his second coming; and about 
that time every valley shall be exalted, and 


places plain, and then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it, 

Thus you see, —_— mountain being laid low, 


as it was before by John, 


every mountain and hill shall be made low, and ~ 
the crooked shall be made straight, and rough 
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and every valley exalted, andthe rough places be- 
ing made plain, and the crooked places straight ; 
this mighty revolution will begin to restore the 
face of the earth to its former beauty. But all 
this done, we have not gone through with our 
restoration yet; there are many more great 
things to be done in order to restore all things. 
Our next is Isaiah 35th chapter, where we 
again read of the Lord’s second coming and of 


the mighty works which attend it. The barren | 


-desert should abound with pools and springs of 
_ living water, and should produce grass, with 
flowers blooming and blossoming as the rose, 


and that too about the time of the coming of 


their God with vengeance. and recompense, 
_ which must allude to his second coming ; and 

Israel is to come at the same time to Zion with 
’ gongs of everlasting joy, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away. Here then we have the 


curse taken off from the deserts and they be-— 


come a fruitful well watered country. _- 

_ Our next object shall be to get the islands to 
return again to the continents, from which they 
were once separated. For this subject we refer 
- you to Revelation vi. 14., “ And every moun- 

tain and island were moved out of their places.” 
From this we learn that they moved some 
~ Where, and as it is the time of restoring what 
had been lost they accordingly return and join 


themselves to the land from whence they came. ~ 


Our next is Isaiah xiii. 18, 14, where “ The 
earth shall move out of her place, like 
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Isaiah Ixii. 4.“ Thou shalt no more be termed 
_ forsaken ; neither shall thy land any more be 
“termed desolate: but thou shalt be called 
Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beulah: forthe Lord _ 
delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be mae 
ried.” 

In-the first instance we. have the earth on a 
move like a chased roe, and in the second place 
we have it married. And from the whole and 
various scriptures we learn that the continents 
and islands, shall be united in one as they were 
in the morn of creation, and the sea shall retire 
and assemble in its own place where it was be- 
fore ; and all this mighty scene shall take place 
during the mighty convulsion of nature, about — 
the time of the coming of the Lord. 


Behold the mount of Olives rent in twain; 
While on its top, he sets his feet again, 

The islands at his word, obedient, flee ; 
While to the north, he rolls the mighty sea; 
Restores the earth in one, as at the firet; 
With all its blessings, 


Having restored the earth to the same glori- 
ous state in which it first existed ; leveling the 
mountains, exalting the vallies, smoothing the 
rough places, making the deserts fruitful, and 
bringing all the continents, and Islands together, | 
causing the curse to be taken off, that it shall- 
no longer produce noxious weeds, and thorns 
and thistleés ; The next thing is to regulate and 
restore, the brute creation, to their former state 
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of Peace and glory ; causing all enmity to cease 
from off the earth; but this will never be done 


until there is‘a general destruction Poured out. 


upon man, which will entirely cleanse the earth, 
apd sweep all wickedness from.its face; this 
will be done by the rod of his mouth, and by. 
the breath of his lips, or in other words, by fire 
as universal as the flood. I[saiah xi Chap. 4, 
6, 7, 8, 9, verses... “ But with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for 
the. meek of the earth, and he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf 
and the young lion, and the fatling together, and 
a little child shall lead them, and the cow and 
bear shall feed, their young ones shall lie down 
together, and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox, and the sucking child shail play on the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the Cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.” 

Thus having cleansed the earth and glorified 
it with the knowledge of God as the waters — 
cover the sea, and having poured out his spirit 
upon all flesh, both man and beast becoming 
perfectly harmless, as they were in the begin- 
ming, and feed “on vegetable food only, while 
nothing is left to hurt or destroy in all the vast 


| creation.. The prophets then proceed to give 
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us some glorious mie, Pee of the enjoyments 
of its inhabitants. “ They shall build houses 
and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and 
eat the fruit of them; they shall not build and 
another inhabit ;.they shall hot plant and another 
eat; For as the days of a tree, are the days of 

people; and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. They shall not labour in 
vain, por bring forth in trouble; for they are 
the seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their 
offspring with them; And it shall come to pass 
that before they call, I will: answer, and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.” In.this happy 
state of existence it séems, that all people will 
live to the full age of a tree, and this too without 
trouble pain or sorrow, and whatsoever they 
ask will be immediately answered, and even all 
their wants will be anticipated. Of course then, 
none of them will sleep in the dust for they will 
prefer to -be translated ; that is, changed in the 
twinkling of an eye, from mortal to immortal ; 
After which they will continue to reign with 
Jesus on the earth. 

“Thus we have traced the Prophets through 
the varying scenes which conspire to restore the 
earth, and its inhabitants to that state of perfec. 
tion, in which they first existed; and in which 
they will exist during the great Sabbath of cre- 
ation. And having seen all things restored 
among the living, we will now inquire after 
those who sleep in the dust; but in order to un- 
derstand precisely the nature of their restoration, 
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resurrection of Jesus, for he was an exact pat- 
tern after which all his saints will be raised. 
We recollect first, that he was clothed upon 
with flesh and blood, and bones; like another 
Man, and every way subject to hunger, thirst, 
pain, weariness, sickness and death, like any 
other person; with this difference, that he was. 
capable of enduring more than any other human 
body. Second, This same body was hung upon 
the cross, torn with nails, which were driven 
through his hands and feet, and his side pierced 
with a from which there came out blood 
and water- Third, This same body, being per- 
fectly lifeless, like any other corpse, was taken 
without a bone being broken; and carefully 
wrapped in linen and laid in the tomb, where it 
Continued until the third day ; when early in the 
morning the women came to the sepulchre, and 
his disciples also, and finding the linen clothes 
lying useless, and the napkin which was about — 
his head, carefully folded, and laid by itself; 
but the body which had lain there was gone. | 
From all these circumstances we discover that 
the same flesh and bones, which were laid in 
the tomb, were actually reanimated, and did © 
arise and lay aside the linen which was no longer 
needed. And Jesus Christ came forth triumph- 
ant from the mansions of the dead ; 

the same body which had been born of a woman, — 
which was crucified ; but no blood flowed in his 
veins, for blood was the natural life in which 
were the principles of mortality; and a man 
restored to flesh and blood would be mortal; 
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and consequently, again subject unto death, 
which was not the case with our Saviour, he 
had flesh and bones after he rose: for when he 
appeared to his disciples, and they were afraid 
supposing it was only a spirit, in order to show 
them their mistake,-he said, “handle me and 
see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as you 
see me have.” And calling for something to 
eat, he was provided with a piece of a broiled 
fish and an honey comb, and he did eat. And 
even afterwards Thomas was invited to put his 
_ finger into the prints of the nails in his hands and 
feet; and to thrust his hand into his side, from 
_ which it is evident that .he not only possessed the 
same body, but also, the same wounds continued 
to show themselves for a witness. And will 
continue until he comes again, when the Jews 
will look upon him whom they have pierced ; 
and enquire what are these wounds in his hands 
and in his feet, O ye hard hearted, ye ungodly 
children of men; your eyes will very soon 
hold -hhim who was crucified for your sins; then 
shall ye see that the resurrection of the dead is 
a realitv, a something tangible, and that eternity 
is not a Jand of shades, nor a world of phantoms, 
as some suppose. Among other things which 
Jesus did after the resurrection, we him in 
the humble attitude of broiling fish, and calling 
his disciples to come and dine. Oh what sim- 
plicity, what love, what condescension ;. wonder 
O heavens! be astonished O earth! behold the . 
Redeemer clothed upon with immortality, and . 


__-yet seated by a fire of coals; in the open air with 
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his brethren, humbly partaking of a meal of fish, 


‘actually prepared by his own hands; O ye great 


and ye noble of the earth, who roll in luxury 
and’ refinement, who would sooner starve than 


_ to touch a morsel of fish in order to prepare 


j 


_ stroy the body which he then had. The fact is 


your own dinner; O ye Priests with -your gown 


-and gloves and cushioned sofas, here is a lesson 


for you, which will make you blush ; boast no 
— of being followers of the meek and lowly 
But to return to the subject of the resurrcc. 
tion; having proved to a demonstration, that 
our Saviour rose from the dead with that same 
body which was crucified, possessing flesh and 
bones, eating and drinking with his disciples. | 
This puts the matter forever at rest respecting 
the resurrection of the saints. But if more proof 
were wanting, we have it in a prophecy of Job 
before quoted in a former part of this work, 
where he declares that his Redeemer will stand 


_ In the latter day upon the earth, and he should 


see him in the flesh though worms should de. 


the saints will again receive their bodies, every 
joint in its proper and perfect frame, being 
clothed upon with flesh, mar and skin ; like 


‘a8 we now are, the whole becoming immortal, 


no more to see corruption, being clothed with a 
white robe of fine linen, suitable for [Immortality 
to wear. Well did the apostle say “in heaven 
we havo a more enduring substance” (not shadow 

but in order to illustrate this subject, still farther, 


we will carefully examine the vision of Ezekiel — : 
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xxxvii Chap. which we have touched upon be. 
fore. In this vision the Prophet is carried away 
in the spirit, and a valley of dry bones is pre- 
sented before him, and they are very numerous 
and very dry ; and while he stands musing and 
contemplating the awful scene, a very wonder- 
ful question is proposed to him; “Son of man, 
can these dry bones live?” and he answered, 
“(© Lord God thou knowest.” And the Lord 


said, “Son of man prophecy upon the-bones, and 
say, O ye dry bones hear the word of the Lord.” | 


So he prophesied as he was commanded, and as 
he prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a 
shaking, and the bones came. together, bone to 
his bone, and the smews and the flesh came upon 
them, and the skin covered them. And again 
he prophesied to the winds, saying, “come from 
the four winds, O breath and breathe upon these 
slain that they may live,” and the breath entered 
into them, and they lived and stood up upon their 


feet, an exceeding great army. Wehave heard 


many comments. upon this vision, some compare 


it to sinners being converted, and some to the — 


body of Christ, the church when dead _ as to:the 
spiritual gifts; (but the church becoming dead 


can no longer be said to be the body of Christ, 


as when she abides in the true vine, she lives, and 
bears fruit, and is not dead, and where she dees 
not abide in him, she is cut off as a branch with- 
ered, and burned instead of rising again.) But 
did you ever hear the Lord’s own explanation 
of this vision, in. the same Chapter. It so far 
surpasses all other comments, 1 am inclined to 
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believe it, I will therefore write it in preference 
to any other and run the risk of becoming un. — 
popular by so doing. The Lord says, “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel : 
behold they say our bones are dried, our hope is 
lost, we are cut off from our pose Therefore 
say unto them, thus saith the Lord God, behold 
O my people, | will open your graves, and cause 
you to come up out of your graves, and bring 
you into the land of Israel; And ye shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have opened your 
graves O my people;and brought you up out of 
your graves, and shall put my Spirit in you, and 
you shall live, and I shall place you in your 
ownland. Then shall ye know, that 1 the Lord 
have spoken it and performed it saith the Lord.” 
Thus you have the whole vision unfolded plain- 
ly; if the Lord’s authority can once be allowed, 
which is seldom the case, in this age of wisdom 
and learning. The fact is, all the seed of Israel — 
are to be raised from the dead, and are to be 

brought into the land of Israel, which was given 
to them for an everlasting inheritance. And in 
order to this, their old dry bones are to be 
brought together bone to his bone, and every 
part of their bodies are to be reinstated each to 
itself, and it will make a great noise and a won- 
derful shaking: when they come together, and 
surely when they stand upon their feet, it will 
make an exceeding great army. This just ex- 
plains the promise, so oft repeated in scripture, 
my servant David shall be a prince over them 
forever ; Indeed this same chapter, makes the 
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promise to them, that his servant David shall be 
raised up, and shall be a prince among. them, 
while the Lord should be their king; while both 
they that are alive, and they that are dead, shall 
be restored, and become one nation in the land 
upon the Mountains of Israel; while David 
comes forth and reigns, as a prince and shep- 
herd over them forever; while the Lord Jesus — 
reigns as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, in 
mount Zion and in. Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients glorious] 


O glorious day! blessed hope! 
My soul leaps forward at the thought; 
When in that happy, happy land, 
We'll take the ancients, by the hand. 
In love and union, hail our friends: 
And Death, and Sorrow, have an end. 


I now no longer marvel, when I callto mind, 


that Abraham counted himself a stranger, and 
pilgrim, seeking a better country, and a city; 
whose builder and Maker is God. It seems 
after this restoration, there will be but one more 
change necessary in order to fit the earth for 
man’s eternal inheritance, and that change is to 
take place at the last day, after man has enjoyed 
it in peace a thousand years. We have now 
discovered the great secret, which none but the 
saints have understood; and. which was well 
understood by them in all ages of the world ; 
which is this, that: man is to dwell in the flesh, — 
upon the earth with the Messiah ; with the whole 
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house of Israel; and with all the saints of the 
most high, not ‘only one thousand years, but 
forever and ever. There our Father Adam — 


whose hair is white like the pure wool, will set 
enthroned in dignity, as the ancient of days, the 
great Patriarch, the mighty prince ; while thou- 
sands of thousands stand before him, and ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand minister to him, there 
he will hail all_bis children who died in the faith 


of the Messiah, while Abel, Enoch. Noah, Abra- 


ham, Job and Daniel, with all the prophets, and 
Apostles, and all the saints of God of all ages, 
hail each other in the flesh; while Jesus the 
great Messiah will stand in the midst; And to 
crown the whole, he will gird himself, and ad- 
minister bread and wine to the whole multitude, 
while he himself partakes of the same with them 
on the earth, while all are clothed in fine linen, 
clean and white. This is the marriage supper 
Blessed are they who 
r 


Hail, glorious day, by foretold 

And sought by holy men, from days of old; — 
Who found it not, but readily confessed, — 

As pilgrims here, they sought a promised rest; 
Hear Abel groan, as first he yields his breath, 
And ie succeeded by his brother Seth; | 
He dies in faith, to wait till Christ appears; 

“To rise and reign with him @ thousand years, 


lees Eacch ton: the wonderous scene foretell, 
‘While future glories did his bosom swell; — 
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The vail was rent, while wonders strange and new 


Before him rose, and opened to his view: 


169 


. Long, long he heard the eatth in anguish mourn; 


Saw heaven weep, while oft his bowels yearn’d; 
While all eternity, with pain beheld : 
The scenes of sorrow which his bosom swell’d: 


He saw the Lamb of Calvary expire, 


While rocks were rent, and cities wrapped in fire ; 


He saw him burst the tomb, and mount on high, 
Enthroned in glory, ‘mid the upper sky. 


Obtained the promise, he would come again 
To earth, in triumph with his saints to reign, 
* His soul was glad, with joy he tuned the lyre; 
And sung the glorious reign, of king Messiah, 


Hosanna to the Lamb, that shall be'slain; 
All hail the day, when Zion comes again; 
- Qut of the earth the truth in power He sends, 


While righteousness from heaven, shal] descend, 


And these shall sweep the earth, as with a flood 
To gather out the purchase of his blood; 

Unto the Zion which he shall prepare ; 

And Enoch with his city, meet them there ; 


When all the ransom’d saints shall join the lay, 


And shout hosanne in eternal day. 


Wide o’er the earth, the Saviour’s name anials 


And peace o’er all prevail, from end to end. 


Thus Enoch sang, while all the heavenly choir ; 
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Woah too by faith beheld the scene afar ; 
And as a type, he did the ark prepare. 
’ Condemned the world, by water overthrown, 
While to his view, the light triumphant shone 
_ He gazed with joy on all the glorious scene, 
But mourn’d the darkness, that should roll between. 


Abram with joy, beheld the day of rest ; 
When in his seed, all nations should be bless’d, 
And gladly wanderéd, asa pilgrim here; _ 
And fell asleep, to wait till Christ appear— 
[In sure and certain hope, toriseandreign 
In Canaan’s land, a right he had obtained. 


Isaac and Jacob, had the glorious view, 
Rejoiced in death, and so did Joseph too; — 
While patient Job, in pain look’d far away, 

_ Saw his Redeemer in the latter day, : 
»* Stand on the earth, while he himeelf should rise, 
| ~ SAnd in the flesh, behold him with his eyes. 


Moses and Joshua, Samuel and Isaiah, 
'» ©. Did each in turn, this solemn truth declage ; 
es While David tuned the lyre in joyful lays; 
Spake of Messiah’s reign, and sung his praise. 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Zacheriah, 
And Malachi, have spoken of Messiah; — 
When he should set his feet on earth again, 
- , Burn up the proud, and o’er the nations reign. 
Jesus and Peter, John and James, and Paul, — 
The time would fail me here, to mention al]; 
. Who wrapt in vision clear, in turn foretold, 
The day of wonders 1 would fain unfold. 
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Lehi, Nephi, Alma and Mosiah, 
Abinedi, who once rejoiced in fire; 
Mormon, Moroni and Ether, testified ; 
For this they lived, and in this faith they died; _ 
And all the saints of God, inall the earth, __ 
Down from Old Adam, to the latest birth; 
And all the vast creations, which extend, 
Through boundless space till man can find no end, 
And all the heavenly host, around the throne, 
Shall sound his praise in reverential tone ; 
Millions unnumber’d, at his feet shall fall, 
‘Hail him as king, and crown him Lord of all. 
traced, the t restoration of the 
earth its inhabitants, untill we find them in 
the full enjoyment, of the promises made to their 
fathers ; and having learned that a future state, 
is not a state of shadows, and fables; but a 
something tangible, even a more enduring sub. . 
stance; we shall now take a view of the divi 
sion of their land, and the laying out of their 
city, even the holy city, where the tabernacle 
of God and his sanctuary shall be for evermore, 
for of course this was the city sought for, by 
Abraham, and others, who found it not. This 
view is given in the last chapter of Ezekiel, 
where he divides the land, by lot, to the whole 
twelve tribes; and lays off the city, and sanc- 
tuary, in the midst with its twelve gates, three 
on each side, the whole lying four square; but . 
in his 47th chapter, we it gle description of a ~~ 


beautiful river, which will ie forth from the 
eastern front of the temple, from under the sanc- 
K2 
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tuary, and run eastward into the dead sea, heal- 
ing the waters, and causing a very great multi- 
tude of fishes; so that from Engedi to En- — 
eglaim, the fishers spread forth their nets ; while 
the miry places shall not be healed; but shall 
be given to salt. And on either side shall grow 
all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, nor 
shall the fruit. thereof be consumed; it. shall 
bring forth new fruit according to its months; 
because, their waters they issued out of the 
sanctuary, and the fruit shall be for meat, and 
the leaf thereof for medicine. cnigeeg 
But to set forth more fully the building of the 
city, and the materials of which it is builded ; 
‘Isaiah liv. 11, to the end of the chapter. “O 
_ thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not 
comforted! behold, I will lay thy stones with 
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sap- 
phires. And I will make thy windows of agates, 
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders 
of pleasant stones. And all thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the 
ce of thy children. In righteousness shalt 
thou be established: thou shalt be far from 
oppression ; for thou*shalt not fear: and from 
terror; for it shall not come near thee. Be. 
_ hold, they shall surely gather together, but not 
by me: whosoever shall gather together against 
_ thee shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I have 
created the smith that bloweth the coals in the 
fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for 
his work; and [ have created the waster to 


destroy. No weapon that is formed against 
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thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 
rise against thee in judgment thou shalt codemn. 
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, 
and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.” 

_ From these verses we learn something ‘of the 
beauty of their city, and. of the materials of 
which it is composed; their stones of fair co- 
lours, their foundations of sapphires, their win- 
dows of agates, and their gates of carbuncles, 
and all their borders of pleasant stones, are all 
well calculated to beautify the place of his 
sanctuary, and to make the place ‘of his féet ~ 
glorious, as well as to give a lustre and magnifi- © 
cence to the whole city, of which the gentiles’ 
with all their boasted wealth and grandeur, can 
form but a faint idea; and then to mark in the 
same description, the knowledge, as well as the 
peace and security of all the inhabitants, while 
they who gather together against them to battle, 
are sure to fall for their sake; surely, this is the 
heritage of the servants of the Lord; surely, 
this is a delightful city, and well worth a pilgri- 
mage, like Abraham’s; but in order to form a 
still more striking idea of the prosperity, wealth, 
beauty, and magnificence, of the cities of Zion 
and Jerusalem, we will quote Isaiah lx. “ Arise, 
shine; for thy light, is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee, For behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross durk- 
ness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall .be seen upon thee. 
And the gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up» 
K 3 
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thine eyes round about, and sce : they all gather 
themselves together, they -come to thee: thy 
sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall 
be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, 
and flow together, and thy heart shall fear, and 
be enlarged ; because the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee. The multitude 
of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of 
Midian and. Ephah; all they from Sheba shall 
come: they shall bring gold and incense; and 
~ they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. 
All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to. 
# gether unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth shall 
minister unto thee: they shall come up with ac- 
oa mgge i on mine altar, and I will glorify the 
y glory. Who are these that fly as 
a cloud, sad as the doves to their windows? 
Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships 
of Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, 
their silver and their gold with them, unto the 
name of the Lord thy God, and to the Holy One 
of Israel, because he hath glorified thee. And 
the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, 
and their kings shall yninister unto thee : for in 
my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour have 
I had mercy on thee. Therefore thy gates shall ~ 
be open continually ;. they shall not be shut day — 
- nor night; that men may bring unto thee the | 
"forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may 
be brought. For the nation and kingdom. that 
will not serve thee shall perish ; yea, eciaien na- 
tions shall be utterly wasted. _ ij 


* " 
+ 
é 
¢ 


AND RESTORATION. 1% 


_ The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, 
the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, 
to beautify the place of my sanctuary, and I will 
make the place of my-feet glorious. The sons 
also of them that afflicted thee, shall come bend- 
ing unto thee; and all they that dispised thee, 
shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy 
feet, and they shall call thee; the city of*the - 
_ Lord, the Zion of the holy one of Israel ; where- 
as, thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that 
no man went through thee. I will make thee 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many genera- 
tions. Thou ‘shalt also suck the milk of the 
gentiles, and shalt suck the breasts of kings, and 
thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour, 
and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Jacob. 
For brass I will bring gold, and for iron | will 
bring silver, and for wood, brass, and for stones 
iron; I will also make thy officers peace, and 
thine exactors righteousness, violence shall no 
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruc- 
tion, within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy 
walls salvation and thy gates praise. The sun — 
shall be no more thy light by day, neither for. 

brightness, shall the moon, give light unto thee, — 
but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory ; thy sun-shall no 
more go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself; for the Lord shall be thine everlasting 
light, and the-days of thy mourning shall 
ended. Thy people also, shall be all righteous 
they shall. inherit the land forever, the branch 

of my planting, the work of my -hands, that I 
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may be glorified. A little one shall become a 
thousand, and a smal] one a strong nation; I 
the Lord will hasten it in its time.” 

In this Chapter we learn, First, that there is 
a city to be built in the last days, unto which 
not only Israel, but aljl the nations of the gen- 
tiles are to flow, and the nation and kingdom 
that will not serve that city shall perish, and be 
utterly wasted, Second, we learn that the name_ 
of that city is Zion, the city of the Lord, Third, 
we learn that it is called the place of his sanc- 
tuary, an@ the place of his feet; Fourth, we 
learn that the best of lumber, consisting of fir, 
pine, and box wood, is to be brought in great 
plenty to beautify the place of his sanctuary ; 
and make the place of his feet glorious: Fifth, 
The precious metals, are to abound in such 
plenty, that gold is to be in the room of brass, 
silver in the room of Iron, brass in the room of 
wood, iron in the room-of stones, while their 
officers are to be peace officers, and their ex- 
actors, righteous exactors, violence is no more 
to be heard in the land, wasting nor destruction 
within their borders, their walls are salvation, 
and their gates praise; while the glory of God 
in the midst of the City outshines the Sun, the 
days of their mourning are ended; their people 
are all righteous, and are.to inherit the dand for- 
ever, being the branch of the Lord’s planting, 
he.may be glorified. A little one shall be- 
come a strong nation, the Lord will hasten it in 
The Psalmist David, has told us, concerning 
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the time of the building of this city, in his 102nd 
Psalm, from 13th, to the 22nd verse. “ Thou 
shalt arise, and have mercy on Zion, for the 
time to favour her, yea the set time is come; 
For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 
_and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen 
shall fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
_ kings of the earth thy glory. When the Lord 
shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory. 
He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and 
not despise their prayer. This shall be written 
for the generation to come, and the people which 
shall be created, shall ‘praise the Lord, for he 
hath looked down from the height.of his sanc- 
tuary, from heaven did the Lord behold the 
earth, to hear the groaning of ‘the prisoners to 
loose those that are appointed to death, to de- 
clare the name of the Lord in Zion, and his 
praise in’ Jerusalem. When the people are 
gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve 
the Lord.” 
From this scripture we Jearn, First, that 
is afet time to build up Zion, or the city of 
which Isaiah speaks; namely just before ‘the 
second coming of Christ, afd that when this city 
is built the Lord will appear in his glory, and 
not before ; So from this we affirm, that, if such . 
a city is never built, then the Lord will never 
come. Second, we learn that the people and 
kingdoms are to be gathered together, to serve 
the Lord both in Zion, and Jerusalem, and 
Third, that this Psalm was written expressly or 
the generation to come, ‘and the people which ~ 
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shall be created, shall praise the Lord, (when 
they read it and see it fulfilled. ) 
will nuw call the attention of the seniiee, to 

a part of the 6th Chap of the Record of Ether, 
contained in the Book of Mormon, page 597, 
second Edition. For Ether truly told them of 
all things from the beginning of man, and how 
that after the waters had asouiel from off the 
face of this land, (America) it became a choice 
land above all other lands, a chosen land of the 
Lord, wherefore, the Lord would have that all 
men shonld serve him which dwell upon the 
face thereof; and that it was the place of the 
New Jerusalem, which should come down out 
of heaven, and the holy sanctuary of the Lord. 
Behold Ether saw the days of Christ, and he 
spake concerning a new Jerusalem upon this 
land ; and he spake also concerning the house 
of Lanel, and the Jerusalem from whence Lehi 
should come, after that it should be destroyed, 
it should be built up again a holy city unto the 
Lord; wherefore it could not be a new Jerusa- 
lem for it but it 

ult up n, and become a 

city of the Lord, sid should be built up nod 
the house of Israel; and that a new Jerusalem 
_ should be built up upon this land, unto the rem- 
nant of the seed of Joseph, for which thing mee 
has been a type; for as Joseph brought his 
father down into the land of Egypt, even so he — 
died there; wherefore the Lord brought a rem- 
nant of the seed of out of the land of 

Jernsalem, that he might be merciful unto the 
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seed of Joseph, that they should perish not, even 

as he was merciful unto the father.of Joseph, 
that he should perish not; wherefore the rem- 
nant of the house of Joseph shall be built up upon 
this land; and it shall be a land ef their inherit- 
ance ; and they shall build up a holy city unto 
the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old: and . 
they shall no more be confounded, until the end 
come, when the earth shall pass away. 
there shall be a new heaven and a new earth; 
and they shall be like unto the old, save the old 
have passed away, and all things have become 
new. And oan cometh the New J erusalem ; 
and blessed are they who dwell therein, for it is 
they whose garments are white through the 
blood of the Lamb; and they are they who are 
numbered among the remnant of the seed of 
Joseph, who were of: the house of Israel., And 
then also cometh the Jerusalem of old : and the 
inhabitants thereof, blessed are they, for they 
have been washed in the blood of the Lamb; 
and they are they who were scattered and gath. 
ered in from the four quarters of the earth, and 
_ from the north countries, and are partakers of 
the fulfilling of the covenant which God made 
with their father Abraham. And when these 
things come, bringeth to pass the scripture which 
saith, there are they who were first, who shall 
be last; and there are they who were last, who 
shall be first. — 

From this prophecy we learn, First, that 
America is a chosen land of the Lord, above 


every other land; Second, that it is the place 
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of the New Jerusalem, which shall come down 
from God out of heaven, upon the earth when, — 
it is renewed: Third that a New Jerusalem, is 
to be built in America, to the remnant of Joseph 
(The Indians) like unto or after a similar pat- 
tern, to the old Jerusalem in the Jand of Canaan ; 
and that the old Jerusalem shall be rebuilt at 
the same time ; and this being done, both cities 
will continue in prosperity on the earth, until the 
t and last change when the heavens and the 
earth are to be renewed: Fourth, we learn that 
when this change takes place, the two cities are 
caught up into heaven, together with the inha- 
bitants thereof, and-being changed and made 
new. The one comes down upon the American 
_Jand, and the other to its own place as formerly ; 
_ and Fifth, we learn that the inhabitants of these 
two cities are the same that gathered together 
and first builded them. The remnant of Joseph 
and those gathered with them, inherit the New 
Jerusalem. And the tribes of Israel, gathered _ 
from. the north countries, and from the four 
quarters of the earth, inhabit the other, and thus 
all things being made new, we find those who 
were once strangers and pilgrims on the earth, 
in possession of that better country, and that 

, for which they sought. 

e will now turn to John’s Revelation, tind 
examine the city after it is made new; and see- 
if it is any thing like the pattern which it ex- 
| hibited previous to its final change. Rev. xxi, 

- “And I saw a new heaven and a new 
1, for the first heaven, and the first earth, 
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were sd away; and there was no more sea. 


And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God:out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. pee I 
heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Be. 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his peo. 
ple, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. And he that sat upon the 
throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
And he said unto me, Write: for these words 
are true and faithful. And he said unto me, it 


is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
_ and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst 


of the fountain of the water of life freely. He 
that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I 
will be his God, and he shall be my son. But 
the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 


murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcer- 
ers, and idoliters, and all liars, shall have their 


plau 
I will show thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. 
And he carried.me away in the spirit to a great 
and high mountain, and shewed me that great 
city, the holy — descending out of hea. 


part in the lake which burneth with fire and 


brimstone: which is the second death. And 
there came unto me one of the seven angels, 


which had the seven vials full of the seven last. 
and talked with me, saying come hither, 
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ven from God. Having the glory of God: and 
her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And 
had 4 wall great and high, and had twelve gates, 
and at the gates twelve angels, and names writ- 
ten thereon, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the children of Israel. On the east, 
three gates; on the north, three gates; on the 
south, three gates; and on the west, three gates. — 
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, — 
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb. And he that talked with me, had a 
yolden reed to measure the city, and the gates 
ereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth 
foursquare, and the length is as large as the 
breadth: and he measured the city with the 
reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length 
and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 
And he measured the wall thereof, a hundred 
end forty and four cubits, according to the mea- 
sure of a man, that is, of the angel. And the 
building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the 
_ city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And 
the foundations of the wall of the city were gar- 
nished with all manner of precious stones. ) 
_ first foundation was jasper; the second, sap- 
phire; the third, a chalcedony ; the fourth, an 
emerald; The fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, sar- 
dius ; the seventh, chrysolite ; the eighth, beryl ; 
the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, d chrysoprasus; 
the eleventh, a jucinth ; the twelfth, an amethyst. 


And thetwelve gates were twelve pearls; every . 
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the city was aes gold, as it were transparent 

glass. And | saw no temple therein: for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb ure the tem- 
ple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
_ thereof. And the nations of them which are 
saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings 
of the. earth do- bring their glory and honour 
into it.» And the gates of it shall not be shat at 
all by day: for there shall be no night there, 
And they shall bring the glory and honour of 
the nations into it. And there shall in no wise 
enter into it any thing that defileth, neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; 
but they which are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life.” Also, 22d chapter he says, “ And he 
_ shewed me a pure river of water of life, clearas — 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and 
of shin Tenino, In the midst of the street of it, 
and on either side of the river, was there the 
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruita, 
and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. And there shall be no more curses 
but the throne of God and of.the Lamb shalk:be 
jn it; and his servants shall serve him: And 
they shall see his face; and his nameishall be 
in their foreheads, And there shall be nownight 
there; and they need no candle; neither light of 
the sun ; for the Lord God giveth them light: 
and they shail reign for ever and ever.» And he 
said unto’ mie, are faithful and 
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‘true. And the Lord God of the holy prophets 
sent his angel to shew unto his servants the 
_ things which must shortly be done. Behold, I 
'*  @ome quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the 
_ Sayings of the prophecy of this book. From 
sthis beautiful description, we learn First, that 
_ the new earth is not separated by. any sea, con. © 
sequently, what is now called .the eastern and 
stern continents, will then be one land. Se- 
ly, we learn that the Lord makes not only | 
the heavens and earth, but, al/ things new (in- 
cluding of course, the cities of Jerusalem, and 
Zion, where his Tabernacle had been for more 
than’a thousand years.) Tairdly, we Jearn that 
the city lay four square, and had twelve gates, 
with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; _ 
inserted, one on each gate; three gates on the 
| north; three on the south; three on the east; . 
4 -~ and three on the west; precisely after the same 
q . Manner, as it existed temporally, during the 
: thousand years as described by Ezekiel. Fourth, 
5 we learn that it was composed of precious stones, 
and gold, as the temporal‘city also was; as de- 
scribed by Isaiah. Fifth, a pure river of the 
water of life, clear as crystal, flows through this 
renewed city ; proceeding, from the throne of 
‘God : just as living waters flowed from the tem- 
by Ezekiel. Sixth, the tree of life, stood on either 
side of the river ; even the tree which had-once 
borne twelve manner of fruits, and had yielded 
- ite fruit month while its leaves were for 
the healing of the nations. But now, when John 
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sees it the nations have no need of healing, for 
there is no more death; neither pain, nor sor- 
row, for the foriner things have passed away, 
and all things are become new, consequently he 
speaks in the past tense, and says, they were for . 
the healing of the nations; of course’ referring 
when they existed temporally, 
according to Ezekiel; before their final change. 
Now, of the things of which we have spoken 
this is the sum, that Ezekiel, and the other Pro- 
_ phets, have presented us with the view of the 
cities of Zion and Jerusalem, as they will exist 
during the one thousand years of rest, called the 
Millenium: and John has given us a view of 
the same cities, after their final change; when — 
they come down from God out of ‘Heaven; and 
rest upon the new earth, ~ But Ether, has given 
us a sketch of them, as they are to exist, bothin 
their temporal, and in their eternal state ;: and - 
he has told us plainly, concerning their location | 
first, and last; namely, the’ New-Jerusalem, in 
America; inhabited by the remnant of Joseph, — 
and those gathered with them, who have washed 
their robes, and made them white, in the blood 
of the Lamb; and the other Jerusalem, in its 
former place, inhabited by the house of Israel; 
gathered from the north countries, and from all 
countries, where they have been scattered, hav- 
ing washed their robes, and made them white, 
in the blood of the Lamb. And here is theend 
of the matter; and I would only add, that the 
government of the United States, has been en- 
gaged for upwards of oo years, in gathering 
L 


ek 


the.remnant of Joseph, (the Indians,) to the very 
— where ‘they will finally build a New- 
Jerusalem; a city of Zion ; with the assistance | 

of the believing Gentiles, who will gather with 
. them, from all the nations of the earth; and this 
ring is clearly predicted in the Book of 
_ Mormon, and other revelations, and the place 
before appointed, and the time set for its fulfil- 
ment; and except the Gentiles repent of all 
their abominations, and embrace the same cove- 
nant, and come into the same place of gathering, 
they will soon be utterly destroyed, from off the 
face of this land: as it is written by Isaiah, “ the 
Nation and kingdom that will not serve thee, 
shall perish. Yea, those nations shall be utterly 
_ wasted.” And as it is written by the Prophet 

Nephi, in the latter part of the 9th, and the fore 
part of the 10th chapters, of his Reeord, com- 
-Mencing page 526, of the Book of Mormon, 
_ second edition; “ And verily 1 say unto you, I 

give unto you a sign, that ye may know the 
time when these things shall-be about to take 
place, that | shall gather in from their long dis- 
persion my people, O house of Israel, and shall 
establish again among them my Zion. And 
behold, this is the thing which I will give unto 
you for a sign; for verily 1 say unto you, that 
when these things which i decjare unto you, and 
which I shall declare unto you hereafier of 
myself, and by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
which shall be given unto you of the Father, shall 
be made known unto the Gentiles, that they. may 
know concerning this people, which are a rem- 
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nant of the house of Jacob; and concerning 
this my people, which shall be scattered by 
them; verily, verily, I say unto you; when 
these things shall be made known unto them of 
the Father ; and shall come forth of the Father, 
from them unto you; for it is wisdom in«the 
Father, that they should be established in this 
land ; and be set up as a free people, by the 
power of the Father, that these things might 
come forth from them, unto a remnant of your 
seed, that the covenant of the Father may be 
fulfilled, which he hath covenanted with his peo- 
ple, O house of Israel. Therefore when these 
works, and the works, which shall be wrought 
among you hereafter, shall come forth from the 
Gentiles unto your seed, which shall dwimdle in 
unbelief because of iniquity: for thus it be. | 
hooveth the Father that it should come forth 
from the Gentiles that he may show forth his 
power unto the Gentiles for this cause, that the. 
Gentiles if they will not harden their hearts, that 
they may repent and come unto me, and be 


_ baptized in my name, and know of the true 


ints of my doctriné, that they may be ‘num. 
yered among my people, O house of Israel ; 
and when these things come to pass, that thy 
seed shall begin to know these things, it sha 


be a sign unto them, that they may know that 

the work of the Father hath already commenced 

unto the fulfiling of the covenant which, he hath 

made unto the people which are of the house of 

Israel. And when that day shall come, it shall 

come to pass that kings shall shut their mouths : 
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fee, and that which they had not beard shall 
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Sor thet which bed pot, been told them:shall they 


they consider. For in that day, for my sake, 
shall.the Father work a work, which shall be a 
t and a marvelous work among them; and 
there shall be among them which will not believe 
it, although a man declare it unto them. But 
behold the life of my servant shall be in my 
hand ; therefore they shall not hurt him, al- 
he shall be pine because of them. 
Yet I will heal him, for I will shew unto them 
that my wisdom is greater than the cunning of 
the Devil. Therefore it shall come to pass that 
whosoever will not believe in my words which 
am Jesus Christ, which the Father shall cause 
him to. bring forth unto the Gentiles, and shall 
ive unto him power that he shall bring them 
rth unto the Gentiles (it shall be done even as 
Moses said,) they shall be cut off from among 
my people, which are of the covenant; and my 
people which are a remnant of Jacob, shall be 
among the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of them, 
asa lion among the beasts of the forest,as a 
be go oung lion among the flocks of sheep, who if 
he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth 
por and none can deliver. Their hand 
| be lifted up upon their adversaries, and all 
their enemies shall be cut off. Yea, wo be unto 
the Gentiles, except they repent: for it shall. 
_ Come to pass: in that day, saith the Father, that 
I will cut off thy horses + of the midst of thee,. 
and I will. destroy thy chariots, and I will cut 


off the cities of thy land, and throw down all 
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thy strong holds; and I will cut off witcherafts 
outof thy land,:and thou shalt no more 
soothsayings: thy graven images, I - will) also 
_ cut off, and thy standing images out of the midst 
of thee; and thou shalt no more’ worship the 
works of thy hands; and Iwill pluck up thy 


groves out of the midstiof thee; so-willf destroy 


thy‘ cities. And it-shall come to pass, that all 
lyings ‘and deceivings, and envyings; and strifes, 
and: priesterafts, and whoredoms; shall be done 
away. it:shall come pass, saith the 
Father, ‘that at that:day, whosoever will not;re- 

come: unto»my beloved: Son, them will 

ioe and I witl execute ve and fury 
upon. them, even as’ hea 
they have not heard»: ‘Chapter But if they 
will repent, and hearken unto my wordsy and 
harden not their hearts, | will establish my 


church among: them; and they shall come 
unto the covenant, and be numbered among this 


this ‘land’ for their: inheritance, and they» ‘shall 
assist. my people, the remnant: of Jacob;.,and 
also'as many of of 
that they may build:a city which shall be called 
the New-Jerusalem ; and then:shall they assist 


‘AND RESTORATON. 189 

my people that they may be gathered in, whict 
are scattered upon all the face of the: land unto _. 
the New-Jerusalem. “And then shall the power 
of Heaven come down among them; and also 
will be in the midst : and:then shall theawork.of 
the Father commence. day, even: when 

L 7 


shall. be among tho rem- 
nantiof this people.: . Verily |. say unto, you, at 
that day shall the work pr the bo commence 
all the my yea, even - 

the ‘vibes: lost, which the 
Father hath led. away out of Jerusalem. Yea, 
the werk shall commence among al\ the dis- 
co poppin people, with the Father to prepare 
y whereby nih ed y come unto me, that 
bey axial an the ather in my name; yea, 
then shall the work commence the 
ather, among all nations in preparing the way 
may be gathered home ‘to 
| of their And. they shalt 
go out from all nations ; and they shall not go 
out in: haste, nor by? flight: for will. go be- 
fore them, saith ‘the eather, andi theis 
ye Red Men of the forest; 
j rivaled, ye who are despised, smitten; scattered, 
and driven by the Gentiles, from place to place, 
until you are few in. number. . O thou 
afflicted, tossed: with tempest and not comforted ; 


your heads and rejoice, for your redemp. 


tion draweth nigh: yea, we huve found your 
Record ;. the Oracles of God onee committed to 
your Forefathers ;. which have. been hidden 
you for a long time, because of unbelief. — 
Behold ! they are about to be restored to you 
again: then shall you rejoice ; for you ‘shall 
know that it is a blessing from the-hand-of God:; 
and the ecales of darkness, shall begin to fall 
the Gentiles shall not again 
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_ thange that now awaits you; and sorrow 
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have power over you; but’ you ‘shall: be gath- 
ered by them, and ‘be built up, and again become 
a delightsome people, and the time has come ; 
yea, the work has already commenced; for we 
have seen you gathering together, from all 
parts of our land, unto the place which God has 
appointed for the Gentiles to gather you; there. 
fore lay down “your weapons of war, cease ‘to 
oppose ‘the Gentiles, in the ‘gathering ‘of ‘your — 
various tribes—for the “hand of your “Great 
God is in all this; and it ‘was all foretold by 
‘your Forefathers, ten thousand moons ago.— 
Therefore suffer them peaceably to fulfill this 
Jast act of kindness, as a kind of reward, for the 
injuries you have received from them, for the 
very places of their dwellings will become deso- 
late ; except such .of them as.are gathered and 
numbered with you; and you will exist in 
peace, upon the face of this land, from genéra- 
tion to generation. And your children will 
only know, that the Gentiles once conquered 
this country, and became a preat nation here, 
as they read it in history ; asa thing Tong since 
passed away, and the remembrance of it almost 
from the earth: “It is with mingled feel. 
. ings of Joy and sorrow that | reflect upon these 
‘things, sorrow, when I think how you have been 
smitten; joy when 1 reflect upon the happy 
in, 
when I turn my thoughts to the awful dadtthe. 
tion that awaits the Gentiles, except they repent. 
But the eternal purposes of Jehovah must roll — 
©n untill all his promises are fulfilled, and none 
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can hinder ; therefore, O God, thy will be done. 
But while I still linger upon this subject, with — 
which are easier felt than described, 
methinks, I can almost hear the Indians mourn- 
whispers : we | 


| 
wide he once could al own 
Mourning the change be the place. 


With bursting heart his streaming eyes survey, | iT | 
~The sacred mound where lies his Fathera clay; 
Overwhelmed, with grief to heayen he lifts his eyes, inf 


Great. Spirit of dur Pathers lend an ear; 
Pity the red man, to his cries give ear, 
, Long hast thou scourged him with thy chastening | sore ; 
. When will thy. vengeance cease, thy wrath be oler; 
When will the white man’s dire ambition cease, 
And let our scattered remnants dwe}) in pence? 
_ Or shall we (driven to the western shore). 
Become extinct, and fall;to rise no more? 


"Forbid great Spirit; make thy mercy 
~ Reveal thy truth thy wandering captives own, — 

_ Make bare thine arm of power for our release, 


j 


a 
: 
> 
> 
cs 
A 
a 
* 


‘THE DEALINGS. OF GOD: WITH ALL NA. 
TIONS IN REGARD TO REVELATION: 


“And hath. ‘made of ove blood all nations. of 
to dwell on, all the face of the earth; and 
hath determined the times-before appointed, and 
the bounds of their habitation ; that they should 
geek the Lord if happily they might feel after him, 
find him ; though ba.not fap frore, every 
of us; for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being ;”” Acts xvii, 26, 27,28. In.this 
text we learn. first, that all nations are made of 
one blood ; secondly, they are designed to dwell 
on. all the face.of, the. earth,“( America not ex- 
cepted ;) thirdly, that the Lord has determined 
the bounds of. their habitation, ,that is, he. has 
divided the earth, among children, giving 
each nation that portion which seemed him good, 
for instance, the Jand of Canaan, to Israel; 
Mount Seir,. to Esau;. Arabia, to Ishmael; 
America, to'the remnant, of Joseph, é&c. like a 
father, parcels off a large tract of land to his 
several children ; and fourthly, he has granted 
unto all the nations of the. earth the privelege 
of feeling after. him .and finding. him; he; not 
far from every. one of them ; whe- 
ther they. were in Asia, Africa, Europe,..or 
America or even upon the islands of the;sea. 
Now, we will what if any na- 
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‘ion, in any age of the world, or in any part of 
‘the earth should happen to live up to their privi- 
Jeges; and one of their privileges is to (eel after 
lim, and find him, and if they should find him ; 
what would they obtain? 1 answer, Revelation, 
for the -best of reasons, because no‘ people ever 
found God in any other way, nor never will; 
therefore if they found God, they found him by 
révelation’ direct’ from’ revealing 
vill to°them and if they did not find him in 
this’ way, they never knéw him ‘and they did 
revelation’ it was their privilege to ‘write 
it; tind make' a record'of the same, and teach 
it to their children; and this record would be 
sacred; because it would contain the word of 
God; arid thus it would be a Hoty’ Bisre ; no 
matter whether it is written ‘by the : Jews, the 
ten Tribes, the: 'Nephites, or the Gentiles ; I 
would’ just as soon have the gospel written ‘by 
Nephi, Mormon,*Moroni, or ; as'to have 
the’ gospel written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, or 
John.“ Again, I would just ‘as soon believe a 
révelation given’in America ; ‘as ‘to believe a 
revelation given in Asia; for if ever a nation 
failed to get a revelation it was because they 
did ‘not attain unto that which was their privi- 
Jege. But, why then ‘was any nation ever 
in darkness, from without the lizht 
of Revelation te Hiden answer, betause 
their forefathers some OF the world, re- 
jected Revelation, ‘cast out ‘and kifled the pro- 
phets, and turned a deaf ear’ to the things of 
God, ‘until which’ they 
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enjoyed, and. committed it to some other people, 
and, left them from generation to generation to 
grow up.in ignorance, until he should see. fit 
again to.send his light and truth to: that nation ; 
but those. who. reject no. light; are under no 
condemnation ;,and the mercy of God hath 
claim. upon, them, through the blood of Christ, 


which. atoneth for the sins of the world;. the 


heathen who. never, had the-light of Revelation, 
will be saved,.by.the blood of Christ ;. while 
their forefathers, rejected the light are 
condemned ; for. this.is their. condemnation, at 
When light.comes men reject. it. 

5 _.Now. on this subject, let. un examine ‘the. hie. 
tory of, various ages. . Jn the morn of. creation, 
men had light by direct. revelation, , for Adam, 
Cain, and. Abel, talked with the.Lord... In the 
next age, mes had light by revelation for Enech; 


walked with the .Lord, and not only saw the - 


first coming of Christ, but his second coming 
also; and_.he, exclaimed, behold,.. the. Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his. saints, to, take 
Vengeance on the ungodly, &c. as it is written 
in Jude, from which it appears that Enoch knew 
and prophesied, concerning the. Messiah, with all 
the plainness of an, postle. Again, in. Noah’s 
day, there. was positive revelation, and all these 

were Gentiles, or rather, the word Israel had 
not yet been named upon Jacob, by the angel. 
Now if it was the privilege.of so.many Gentiles 
to get the word of the. , and to have the . 

knowledge of the true God by revelation, theres 
fare, it was the privilege.of and if 
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any run into darkness and worshiped idols, un- 
till God gave them over to work all unclean- 
ness, with greed 
cles of God from them, and confined them more 
particularly to Abraham, it was because they 
had for a long time rejected them, and 'r EC 
themselves unworthy of them ; so that from the 
_ days of Israel the Oracles of God seemed to 
pertain, more’ particularly to the’ chosen seed ; 
chosén for that very purpose, namely, that to 
them‘ might be committed the Oracles of God, 
the ‘priesthood; the service of God, and the pro- | 
mises, which had beén'in existence from the be- 
ginning, ‘among the Gentiles; who had long 
rendered themselves unworthy of such blessings. © 
But in’ process of time, Israel had rendered 
ee unworthy of a continuation: of such 
essings, by stoning and killing’ the prophets, 
nd rejecting the Messiah, and all thoses that God 
Sent unto them, ‘until at length, the- Lord’ took 
the kingdom from them, ‘as a nation, and gave 
it again to the Gentiles, in the mean time, win- 
king at all the ignorance, through which: the 
Gentiles had passed, from the time the kingdom 
had been taken from them, until restored again. 
But as soon as the kingdom of God’ is restored — 
again to the Gentiles, he then commands them — 
all every where to repent, and then if they’ did 
not. do it, they were under’ condemnation, but 
not before ; but no sooner is the kingdom taken 
- from the Jews, than the fruits of it disappear 
rom among them, and they are dispersed’ into 
Il the ‘nations of the earth, where they have 


iness, and finally took the ora- — 
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never again heard the voice of inspiration,.com- 
- manding them to repent, and if any Gentile has 
- commanded them to repent and be baptised, 
(in the name of the Lord,) without being in- 
_ spired and commanded to do it; it was.an im- 
position practiced upon them; not that repen- 
- tance was any harm, but the imposition, con- 
_ sisted, in professing to be sent with a message, 
_ when they were not; for when God commands 
men to repent, he sends. some body .with the 
- command ; in order, that they may teach. it,,to 
_ those for whom he designs it, and when he does 
- not command them to do a thing; he does not 
_ require it at their hand, and any man who says 
_ that the Jews, as a nation, have been com. 
manded to repent and .be baptised for the last 
_ seventeen hundred years; says. that which he 
- cannot prove; unless he can prove, that there 
_ has been a new revelation, within. that, time, 
- commissioning some man, to go to.them with 
such an errand ;- neither will any generation 
of Jews, which have existed since inspiration 
_ ceased, be condemned, for rejecting any, mes- 
_ sage from God; for he has sent no message to 
them; consequently they have rejected none; 
_ but their forefathers who did reject the things of 
_ God, are under condemnation. Again, when 
- men were sent with the gospel. to the Gentiles 
then they were commanded to repent ; and this 
command was in force,. whenever men came 
_ preaching, who were sent by proper authority 
and inspired by the Holy Ghost ;. but when they 
| had killed the apostles, and inspired men; and 


4 
j 
3 
la 
3 
. 


abused their privileges, untill God took them 
away, and left th them without inspiration ; then the 
sin’ was aswered upon that generation ; and those 
who have'since come upon the stage of action, 
have never been commanded to repent and be 
baptized ; (except by some new revelation,) and 
any man, who says that God has commanded a 
Gentile, to repent and obey the gospel since the 
days that inspiration ceased ; or since the days 
that apostles, and prophets, ceased from among 
men; says, that which he will not be able 
to prove; unless he proves that some later re- 
 ‘vélation has been given, since that time again 
commissioning men to go to the Gentiles with 


., @ach an errand. The fact is, God requires 


nothing more of a generation, than to dé those 
tings which he commands them, and a genera. 
he reveals nothing; or to whom he 
does not send men, with a message from him ; 
have no to obey, and none to reject ; 
and'consequentiy nothing is ‘binding on them ; 
| which are the moral principles of right, and wrong, 
Dieting ‘on all ages of the 

wt 4 the knowledge people have, 
oa sored rectitude ; but in these last days, God 
has again spoken from the heavens, and com. 
men to go, first, to the Gentiles ; com- 
mandng them every where to repent, and obey 
the gospel; and then he has commanded them 
to go to the Jews, also, and command them to 
‘Fepent, and obey the gospel; thus restoring 
again, that which has been so long lost from the 
earth ; and wherever their voices shall be heard, 
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proclamation in the name 
_ according as he has commanded them; then 
- and there the people are under obligation to re- 
t, and be baptized, and he that repents, and 
| is baptized shall be saved; and he that does not 
 believé their téstimony; and repent, and: be . 
baptized; shall ‘be damned; for this plain 
_ gon, because God has sent them, - by revelation — 
with this very errand, to this very generation ; 
and he that rejects the least of God’s embassa- 
_ dors, rejects him that sent him; and therefore 
they are under condemnation, from that time 
forth; but the message which God has sent these 
‘men with; is binding only on the generation, to 
_ whom it is sent; and is not binding at all upon 
_ those who are dead and gone it came. — 
_ Neither is it binding on any generation, which 
shall‘come after, unless God should raise up 


men and send unto them, with the same gospel, 


| which God sent to their own 


_ and then that generation, to whom he sends 
them will be saved, or damned, according’ as 
they receive, or reject, their: ‘testimony not ours. 
_ People frequently ask this question, saying, if 
_ God has sent you with certain truths which are 
_ binding on the people, and without-which they _ 
be what will become of all the 
, mod people who have died before this 
I answer, if they obeyed the message 
generation, 
| if not they will be dam 
Buti sent no message to that ration ; 
_ then they have rejected none. | 
quently are under no’ condemnation, and they 
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will rise up in against this 

same blessings 
they would no doubt have received them gladly. 
The principle of condemnation in all ages of the 
world, is no other than ing the very mes- — 
sage which God sends to them; while they pre- 
tend to cleave closely, to that which he has sent 
to former ages. “ Wo, unto you scribes, and 


pharisees, hypocrites, you garnish the sepulchres 


of the prophets, and say, if we had>lived in the 
days of our fathers; we would not have stoned | 
and killed the prophets as they did. But, ye 
eomgge are witness, that you allow the deeds | 
our fathers; for they killed the prophets, 
build their ” was the 
teatimony of the Saviour to the Jews, who were 
g to stand stiffly, for their former pro- 
hets; and at the same time rejecting Jesus, and 
is‘apostles. And so it is now in the nineteenth 
century. You christians, (so called,) garnish 
the tombs of the Messiah, and his former apos- 
tles, and even build fine chapels, to their me- 
mory, entitling them, Saint Paul’s Church, Saint 
Peter’s Chapel, Saint John’s Church, &c,; and 
you say if we had lived in the days of the 
apostles ; we would not have stoned and killed 
them. But ye yourselves are witness, that ye 
allow the deeds of your fathers, for they killed 
the apostles; and you build Chapels in honour 
of them; while at the same time, let a prophet, 
or an a come among you; a Le will 
forthwith shut houses tim 


; which are now offered tous; 
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as he testifies of what God has sent him to 
testify ; for you say there is to be no more pro.’ 
_phets, or apostles, on the earth, and you forth- 
with pronounce him a false prophet; and if a 
mob rises, and kills him, or burns his house, or — 
destroys his goods; you will either rejoice, or 
sit in silence, and give countenance to the deed ; 
and perhaps cry false prophets; while your 
presses, and pulpits, teem with all manner of 
lies concerning him. Wo unto you priests, 
pharisees, hypocrites ; but fill ye-up the measure’ 
of your fathers; for as they did, sodo ye. But — 
vengeance belongs to God who will speedily 
avenge his elect, who cry unto him day and 
night. But to return to the subject of Revela- 
lation, “ There is nothing secret that shall not 
‘be revealed; neither hid that shall not be: 
known ;” this was a maxim of the Saviour, and 
again, “ The knowledge of the Lord is to cover 
the earth, as the waters do the sea,” was a say- 
ing of the prophet. Now, I ask how this great 
overturn is to be brought about; and I know 
no better way to answer this question, than to 
quote the prophesy of Nephi, Book of Mormon, 
page 124, second edition; “ For I command all 
‘men both in the east, and in the west, and in the 
north, and in the south, and in the islands of the 
sea, that they shall write the words which I 
speak unto them: for out of the books which 
shall be written, I will judge the world, every 
‘man according to their works, according to that 
which jis written. For behold I shall speak 
unto the Nephites, and they shall write it; and 
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also speak unto all the ef the 
they shall write it. And it shall 
that the Jews shall have the words 
éphites, and the Nephites shall have 
of the Jews; and the Nephites and 
shall have the words of the lost tribes 
;. and the lost tribes of Israel shall have 
the ons of the Nephites and the Jews. And 
it shall, come to my people which are 
of the house of. shall be gathered home 
upto the lands of their possessions ; and my 
word shall be. gathered in one. And I will shew | 
unio them that fight against my word and 
against my people, which are of the house of 
Israel, that ep God, and that I covenanted 


with Abraham that would 
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CHAPTER Vill. 


“(TRE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE DOCTRINE 
OF CHRIST,AND THE FALSE DOCTRINES OF 
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. «90% 


Whosoever and abideth not 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not Ged; He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, hath . both the 
‘Father and the Son." Q John, 9 ve verse. 


pocraixe oF cHRusT. 


| low them that 


And these si 


heve. 


cast out Devils. 


They shall speak with 
longer needed. 


‘new tongues. 


they shall recover, 


. He that believeth on me : 
the works that I do shall he 


They shall take up ser- 


pents, and if they drink 
any deadly » it shall 
‘not hurt them. They shall 
lay hands on the siek. and 


do also, and greater works 
than these shall he do, be-. 
cause got to 


shall fol- 


have ceased, 
Mormons 


DOCTRINES 
these shell not’ 


follow them that believe, 
for they are done “Sid and 
no longor needed. 

ae my name shall they | 
not cast out Devils. 


In his name they’ sball 
“The gif of tonguse sino 


If they take up serpents 
they. will bite them. If 
they drink any deadly 
thing, it will kill them. 
They shall not lay hands 


» on the sick and they rece-. 
ver; for such ere” 


done away.: 
He that believeth om 
Christ, shall not do 


the miracles and 
works that he did, Py. 


rmons. are 
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There is nothing secret, 
that shall not be revealed, 
neither hid that shall notbe 


known. 


And he shall send his an- 
angels,and they shall gather 
his elect from the four 
winds, 


And I saw an angel fly- 
ing in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gos- 

1 to preach to them that 
dwell well on &c. 


of truth is come, he will 
guide you into all truth; 


my» words abide in you, 
you shall ask what you will 


in 


these alone, bat for all 


them that shall believe on 
mé through their words 
that they may all «? one 
oven as we are onc. 


again, it ‘shall show you 


THE CONTRAST. 


THE DOCTRINES OF MEN. 


There is to be no more 
revelation, for all thi 


x already revealed. 

And ‘there is to be no 
more ministering of angels, 
for such — are one 

Angels do not 


this enlightened age, be- 


cause they are no longer 
needed; It is true the 
Mormons testify of such 
but are impos- 

ters. 


And Inspiration is no 
longer needed in this age 
of learning and refinement. 
Again, It shall not show. 
you things to come for then 
you would be a prophet, 
and there is to be no pro- 


phets in these days. 
in n me, and 


it ig not so in these days, 
we must not expect to heal 
the sick, and work mira- 
cles, consequently: we must 
not expect to receive. what. 


ask for. 


And we are all good 
christians and we all be- 
lieve on him through the 
apostles words although di- 
vided into several hundred 
different sects. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST. 


One Lord, one Faith and 


one Baptism. 


teachers, for the per- 
 fecting 
the work of the min 


by one spirit are ye 


God gave some 


‘and some pro- 
ts, and some evange- 
some pastors, a 


of the saints, for 


were te continue till weall. 
- come in the unity of the 
Faith, and ef the knowlege 
- of the son of Ged, unto a 


perfect. man, unto the mea- 


sure of the statare.of the 


tossed to and fro, and car- 
ried about with every. wind 
doctrine, by the sleight 


and offices 
that we hence- 
no more children 


‘For no man this 
honour ‘upon himself, 


“ness, 


‘wait to 


every wind 


Faiths, and three or four 
kinds of baptism. 


_ And by many spirits are 
we all tern asunder inte 


different bodies. 


And there is to he no 
— apostles, and no mere 
ts. But: the work 
be ministry, the perfect- 
ing of the saints, and the 
edifying -of the different 
bodies: of Christ, can all be 
done very well without 
these gifts of God, only 
give us money enough to 
educate and employ the, 
wisdom of men. 

Apostles, and 
and gifts, were to continue 
during the first age of 
christianity, and.then were 


to. cease, because mo longer 


needed, having aceom- 
‘their purpose. 


‘Creeds, 
mons, and commedtaries 
of uninspired men, togeth- 
er with a hireling priest- 
hood, are now 
men fro 
about wi 


we 
honour vipon himeelf, bit 
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“he that is called of God as 
‘was Aaron. 


But how shall they 
: reach except they be sent. 


‘If any are sick among 
send for the 
elders of the church, and 
let them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in 


the name of the Lord; and 


the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and God shall 


ve committed sins they 
shall be forgiven them. 


~ Repent aud be baptized 


,every one of you in the 


name of Jesus Christ, for 


remission of sins, and you 
shall receive the gift of the 
holy Ghost; for the pro- 
mise is unto you, to 
your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God 


And 


in the last days saith God ; 


I will pour out my spirit 
wpon all fiesh, and | 


do not send for the elders — 
of tho church, or if the 


them up, and if they 


THE CONTRAST. 


BE DOCTRINES OF MEN. 


one who has been edueated 
for the purpose, and. conm- 
missioned by men. 

But how shall the 
preach except they be w 
educated for the purpose, 
and sent (by the beard of 

Many are sick 
ers 


elders come do not let — 
them lay hands on them, 
neither let, them anoint 
them in the name of the 
Lord, for this is all Mor- 
mon delusion, bat send for 
a good physician, and per- 
haps you will get well. — 


Repent and come to the 


anxious seat, every one of 


you and cry lord, lord, and 


maybe you will get forgive- 

néss of sins. but you ma 

be baptized or not, but if 
ou will not get the 


holy Ghost aa they did 

ost as id. an- 
ciently, fer such things are 


Ad in these last days 


the Lord will not pour out 
his spirit so-as to cause our 
sons and danghters to pro- 
wow our old men to 


and our 
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dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions, &c. 


Covet earnestly the best 
gifts, but rather me ye 
| 


“Cove te pro and 
is all a delusion to speak 


forbid not to cate, wi 
tongues. 


But in vain they do wor- 
ship me, teaching: for doc- 


trines the commandments 


of men. 


I thank thee O Father 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babgs, even se 
Father for so it seeme 
bie in thy sight. 


No the 


son bat the Father, neither 


knoweth any man _ the 


Father save the son, and 


to whomsoever son 


pecially beware watt, prophe- 
for such are 


907 
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for such things are no lon- 
r needed, and it is all 
ormon Delusion, and 

none but the ignorant be- 

lieve such things. , 


Do not covet tae of the 
supernatural gifts 


done away. 


nat prophoey, andi it 


in tongues. 


It matters not wikat kind 
of doctrine, or what =| 
tem, a‘man embraces, if he 
is only sincere and wor- 


ships Jesus Christ. 


We thank God that he 
has revealed nothing to any’ 
person wise or simple for 
many hundred years, but 
that our wise and learned 
men have been able to 
know God without revela- 
tion, and that wei shall 
never with 
more. 


id'this 


enlght htened age, and yet 
neither 


the Father nor the 
son has revealed any thing 
to any of us, for we do not 
believe revelations are ne- 


cossazy now. 
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And this is life eternal, 


to know him the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent. 


[thank my God always 

‘on your behalf, for the 
grace of God which is 
given you by Jesus Christ, 
that in every thing ye are 
enriched by him in all ut- 


“‘terance, and in all know- 


lege, even as the testimony 
- of Christ (the spirit of pro- 
phesy) was confirmed in 
you, so that ye come behind 
4m no good gift, waiti 
for the coming uf our Ler 
Jesus. | 


‘is wiser than men, and the 
‘weakness of God is stron- 
than men. For you sée 
_your ealling brethren, how 
that not manly wise men 
after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, 
called ; but God hath 
chosen the foolish -things 
of the. world, to confonad 
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And we cannot know 
for ourselves, by any posi- 
tive manifestation in these 
days, but must depend on 


_ the wisdom and learning 


We thank the Lord al- 
ways behalf of,. the’ 


church in these days, that 


she has no supernataral - 
gifts, given unto her and 
that she is not enriched by 

‘Christ, neither in the gi 


of utterance nor in the gif 
as 


of knowlege, neither 
she the testimony of Jesus 
(the spirit of prophecy) 


confirmed in her and 
comes behind in all the 
gifts; nor is she waiting 


for, nor expecting the com- 


ing ef the Lord, for he has — 


‘come once; and never will 


eome again, until the great 


and last day the end of tho 


The foolishness ef God 


The wisdom of men, and — 
the learning of men, is bet- 
ter than the inspiration of 
the Almighty, for that is not 


needed any longer; for 
‘you see yourealling breth- . 


ren, how that the wise and 
learned and noble and the 


these days we have chosen 


such to confonnd the foel- 


-ish, the unlearned, and the 
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chosen the weak things of 
_ the world, to confound the 
things which are mighty; 
and base things of the 
world, and things whith 
are despised, hath God 
chosen; yea, and “thitgs 
“which are not, to bring to 
naught things that are; 


presence. 


“And T brethren 
ee unto you, came not 


_ ‘with excellency of speech, 


or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of 
God; forT determined not 
to know any pati Be among 
ou, save Jesus C 
im crucified; and I was 
with you in weakness, and 
in fear, and in much trem- 
' bling; and my speech and 
- my preaching was not with 
enticing words, of man’s 
wisdom; but®in démon- 


_Stration of the spirit, and 
_ Of power; that your faith — 


no flesh should glory 


rist,and 


DOC TRINES res OF MEN. 


ignorant, yea to confound 
ign base things of the world 
which are that - 


‘flesh mame ‘glory: in his 


And we brethren when 


we came unto you, came 
with excellency of's 
‘and with the wisdom and 


learning of man, and our 
speech, and our preachin 
was with enticing wo 


of man’s wisdom, not in 


demonstration of the spirit, 


and power, for that is done 


away with. your 


faith should) not stand in 


= ower of God, but in 


m of man. 


‘should. not stand in the — 


‘wisdom of men, butin the 


_ power of God. 


“But Wwe speak ‘the’ Wie. 


: aun of God in a mystery, 
- even 'the~hidden wisdom, 


which God ordained before 
world, anto glory; 


dom of man, in a’ 


-even--the hidden wiedom 
which’ none but the learn- 


ed knew, for had others 


‘which none of the princes ‘known. it, .they would 
this world knew, never have been under the 
M 
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they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord 


of glory. 


But God hath revealed | 


them unto as by his spirit ; 
the thi all 

ings, yea 
of God. 


+ 


* 


For what man knoweth 
the things of a maa, save 
the spirit of man, which is 

in him; even so the things 
of God knoweth no man 
but the spirit of God... 


’ Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, 
‘but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know 
the things that are freely 
given us of God. 


- Which things also we 
speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the holy 
Ghost teacheth, compar- 


ing spiritual things, eal 


not the things of 


But the man re- 


rit of God, for they 
are foolishness unto him them 
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THE DOCTRINES OF MEN. 


necessity of employi us, 


But God hath 
nothing. unto us, by his 
spirit; for the wisdom and 
learning of man searcheth © 
all Ragas ea all the deep 
things whic are necessary = 
forustoknow, 4 
For what man knoweth’ 
the things of man, save the 
spirit of man which is in 
him; even so the things of 
God knoweth no man by 


the spirit of God in these 


days, for it is done away, 


or it reveals nothing. 


Now we have not 
ceived the spirit of God, 
but the spirit of the world 
that we might not know 
for a certainty, but that we 
might guess at or give our 


opinion of the things of 


od. 

Which things also we 
speak, not in the words 
which the holy Ghost teach- 
eth, but which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, for the in- 
spiration of the hely Ghost 


isdone away, 
Bat the mén who 
fess to have the holy G 
(in these days) to inspire 
gestive the 
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neither, ean he know them. 
because they are spiritually 
discerned. 


no man him- 
self, if any man amongyou 
seemeth to be wise in this 


ae world, let him become a 


that he wise. 


"Pa the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with 
God, 
taketh the wise in their 
own craftiness ; and again 
the Lord knoweth | the 
thoughts of the wise, that 
_ they are vain, therefore let 

no man glory 


_ Now concerning spit 
ifts, brethren 


For the ma nifestation of 


the Spirit, is given to eve- 


ry man to profit withal. 


For to one is given 
the learning of men, the 


the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom, to.another the word 


«Spirit, 


for it is written he. 
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wisdom of the waiid for it 
is foolishness to them, nei- 
ther can they be satisfied 
with it for it is carnally 
discerned, 


Let no deceive him- 


self, if any man among yee. 
seem to.,be wise in 
things of God, let es 
the. wisdom of men, that bh 


may be wise, 


For the of 
is foolishness with «the - 
world, for it is written, let | 
us educate young men for 
he ministry, and again‘let 
no man preach who has 
not been educated for the 


purpose, and especially re- 
ceive no man who profess 


tobe inspired. 


mal gifts brethren, 
would have you 


ignorant, for they are not 


needed at in 
For the manifectation of 


the Spirit is given to no 
to profitatall, 


But to one is given by 


word of wisdom; and to | 
another the word of know- 
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ms another faith, by the _ And to another faith, by 
same yee and to ano- the same Spirit, but to 
the gift ft of healing by the of healing by 

pirit. pirit. 

pores another, the working ae to none the working 
of miracles, | to ‘another, ‘of miracles, dnd to none 
to another dis- to prophesy, and to none 
pirits; to another ‘discerning of ‘spirits, and 
ds of tofgues; to ‘none to speak with di- 
‘to another ‘the verse kinds of tongties, 
tion of tongues. amd to none to 


the. i is ‘one, 
many.members, of many sects and 
members of . parties, who are opposed 


tongues. 
For as ‘the body i is com - 


“an 

_and_all the 
‘that one body being many, to each other, and have no 
are one 


fy so also is gifts, and being many sects 


but one body, so 


_is Christ. (Autichirist.) 
‘Fort one Spirit are we For by many spirits are 


all baptized into one body, we all baptized into many 


- whether we be Jews or bodies, whether we be Ca- 


Gentiles; -whether we be -: tholics or Protestants, Pres- 
bond .or free,.and have byierians. or Methodists, 
been all made to drink into but have all drank into one 
te (even the spirit of 


world.) 
the not one For the not one 


Member, but many... sect, but many. 


Medinet. ~But:now_ hath. the. ‘god 
every one of (ef this world) set the sects 
and parties in the body (of 


if thiey ware if they were all one 
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But now are they many = But now are they many 


members, yetone body. _—sects, yet but one body, 


‘Now ye are the bedy of Now ye are the body-of 


Chist, and members in (Antichrist)=Christ, and 
particular. members in particular. — 


God hath edt come © And-nisi haih bet some 


in the Church: first, Apos- in the Church: first, ahire- - 


tles; secondly, Prophets; ling priest; second, a board 
thirdly, Teachers; after of officew; thirdly, tracts; 
that miracles, then gifts then commentaries, and 
of healings, helps, gov- ereeds, diversities of opin- 


ernments, diversities of ions, cent societies, and 


tongues. ‘wondrous helps. 
Blessed are ye whenmen ‘Woe antoyou when'men 
shall revile you, and per- shall revilée you, and perse- 
secute you, and shall say cute yeu, and say all man- 
all manner of evil against ner of evil against you 
you falsely for my sake: falsely for Christ’s sake. 
rejoice ye in that hour and Lament ye and be exceed- 


be exceeding glad, for ing sorrowful in that hour, — 


great is your reward in for littlé is your reward 
heaven; for so persecnted among’men, for so perse- 
they the prophets which” cute they the Mormons. 

-* Give to him thatasketh Give to him that asketh 
_ eof thee, and from him that of thee, if he be ‘able to 
pvould borrow of thee turn make thee a similar, pre- 


‘hot thouaway. sent; and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn 
notthou away if he be able 
pay again with use. 
‘Be ye therefore. perfect, Do not think to be_ per- 
even as your Father who fect, for it is impossible to 
is in héaven is perfect. ‘live without sin. 


Take heed that youdo heed that you 


not your alms before men, your alms before men, to 


te 
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to be side of them) other- 
wise you have no reward 
of your Father who \j 
heaven. 


Therefore when thou 
doest thine alms, do not 

sound a trampet before 
_ thee as the hypocrites do, 
in the synagogues and in 
the high streets, that they 
may have glory of men; 
verily.I say unte yeu the 
shall have their reward, 


And when thou prayest 
thou shalt not be as the 
days of old; go before the 


hypocrites are, for they 
love to pray standing in 
~ the synagogues and in the 
corner of the streets, that 
they may be seen of men. 


‘Moreover when ye fast 


be notas the hypocrites, of 


a sad countenance, fur 
isfigure their faces that 


may appear unto men 
. to fast; verily I say unto 
you they have their re- 
ward. 


af Lay not up for your- . 


selves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal, 
~-but lay or yourselves 
in heaven where 
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be seen of them; otherwise 
you have! no reward, nor 
praise from the children of 

Hen. 


-. “Therefore when thou 
doest thine alms, publish 
erald, 
or some other paper, that 
you may get praise of the 
world; verily I say unto 
you, you shall have your 


And when thou prayest, 
be like the hypocrites in 


public ard cry mightily, 
not expecting to be heard 
and answered, for that 
would beemiraculous, and 
miracles have ceased. 


_ Moreover. when ye fast 
be like the hypocrites, of a 
sad countenance, that they 
may appear unto men to — 
fast; and even let the Go- 


.vernor of each State pro- 
claim it abroad in the pub- 
lic papers, so that you may 


get your reward. 


Lay up for yourselves 
abundance of treasures on 
the earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break thro’ 
and steal; for if your heart: 
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moth nor rust doth corrupt 
and where thieves. do not 
break through and steal ; 

for where your treasure is 


there will be 


‘also. 


There fore all 

whatsoever ye would that. 
men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them; for 
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matter how rich you are in 


pe .for now it 
ass thatye cam 


phets. 
Enter ye in at the strait: 


and broad is. the way that- are, for it.cannot be that 


leadeth to destruction, and 
_ many there be which go. in 
thereat, 


ei strait is the ga 
and narrow is the w 
leadeth unto life, a 
there- be that find it. 


all our great and learned 
ng, and-no-_ 
body right but a few ob- 


‘men are wro 


seure individuals. — 


For the narrow way is 
not only altogether too 


strait, but only a very few 


in it. 


Beware of false prophets “#-Beware of prophets who 


_— ‘come to you in 

’s clothing, but in- 
me y they are ravenous 
e shall know 
them by. their 
men gather grapes of thorns 
or figs of 


* 


| Wherefore by their fruits 
“A ye shall know them, not 
rene that saithyLord, 
shall into the 


as if 


come to you with the word 


of God, you may know at 


once they are false without ) 
hearing them or examining 


their pha popular opin- 
ion is 


‘speak well of 


If we are sure that 
we experienced reli- 
‘gion, we prey 


Therefore all 
whatsoever men de to you 
do ye even so to them, for — 
this is the law and the prac- 


| Enter ye im at the wide 
_- gate, for wide is the gate where the mukitude 


ainst them, where- 
y were men of | 
God the peo ‘would: 
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om of ‘heaven, bunt 
t doth thé will of my 
- father ‘who is in-heaven. > 


> 


these sayings t 


of men. 
4 


no, for it mattereth not 
what system we embrace, 
whéther it be right or 
wrong, if we are only ain- 


ay 


when Jesus had ended 


people .were astonished | 


at his Mitvins, for he taught them asone having 
and not as the scribes. 


And it comes to pass. when we have read this” 


book to the end ‘we are astonished at its doctrine, 
for it speaks with the authority of truth, and not 


as the opini of men. 
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